Select Bibliography with Annotations


The Government of Canada. BILL C-16 “An Act to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act
and the Criminal Code.”
http://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/42-1/bill/C-16/royal-assent.
This is the full text of Bill-C16 on gender identity and expression which received Royal
Assent on 19 June 2017.

Church Teaching and Theological Perspectives


Archdiocese of Paris. “La théorie du genre en 10 questions.”
http://www.paris.catholique.fr/la-theorie-du-genre-en-10-29379.html.
An accessible and brief introduction to gender theory in the form of question and answer.



Catechism of the Catholic Church, 3rd part, 2nd section, chapter 2, article 6, nos 2331-2334.
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s2c2a6.htm.



United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). “Gender Theory/Gender Ideology:
Select Teaching Resources.” (Updated 1 February 2017).
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/marriage/promotion-anddefense-of-marriage/upload/Gender-Ideology-Select-Teaching-Resources.pdf.
This teaching resource provides a number of pertinent excerpts from various sources with
references.



“Entry 127 – Féminin et masculine.” Le nouveau Théo. L’Encyclopédie catholique pour tous.
Mame: Paris, 2009, p. 2505.
The article presents an anthropological understanding of the meaning of “masculine” and
“feminine” and provides useful biblical references.



Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. “Concerning the Danger of Gender Ideology.” Encyclical
of the Synod of Bishops of the Major Archbishopric of Kyiv-Halych. (Kyiv: 1 December
2016).
https://ugcc.fr/publications/official-documents-ugcc/encyclical-of-the-synod-of-bishops-ofthe-major-archbishopric-of-kyiv-halych-of-the-ukrainian-greek-catholic-church-concerningthe-danger-of-gender-ideology/.
This statement raises concerns about the ideological aspects of gender theory and related
movements from the perspective and experience of a post-Communist country where the
freedoms of religion and conscience were stifled.

Papal Statements on Gender


Pope Benedict XVI. “Address on the Occasion of Christmas Greetings to the Roman Curia”.
Vatican City: 21 December 2012.
http://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/speeches/2012/december/documents/hf_benxvi_spe_20121221_auguri-curia.html.
In this address, Pope Benedict comments on gender as “a new philosophy of sexuality.”



Apostolic Journey of Pope Francis to Georgia and Azerbaijan. In-flight Press Conference.
(2 October 2016).
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2016/october/documents/papafrancesco_20161002_georgia-azerbaijan-conferenza-stampa.html.
In this in-flight news conference, Pope Francis treats questions on gender theory.



Pope Francis. Laudato Sì. Encyclical Letter on Care for Our Common Home. Vatican City,
24 May 2015. No. 155.
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papafrancesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html.
In section 155 of the Encyclical, Pope Francis comments on “Learning to accept our body, to
care for it and to respect its fullest meaning is an essential element of any human ecology.”

Academic Perspectives


Farrow, Douglas. “The Politicization of Gender: Disfiguring Western Culture.” Presentation
for Catholic Office of Life and Family at Seminar 2017 – “Sex, Gender and Ideology.”
Ottawa: 30-31 March 2017.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-qVuq6Ux1Y.
This presentation raises theological and philosophical questions regarding gender theory and
gender ideology. The author is Professor of Christian Thought at McGill University in
Montreal, Canada.



Mayer, Lawrence S. and McHugh, Paul R. “Sexuality and Gender: Findings from the
Biological, Psychological, and Social Sciences.” The New Atlantis. 50 (Fall 2016), pp. 7-116.
http://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/executive-summary-sexuality-and-gender.
This article looks at aspects of sexuality from a scientific perspective and dedicates a lengthy
part specifically to gender identity. Mayer is scholar in residence in the Department of
Psychiatry at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. McHugh is University
Distinguished Professor of Psychiatry at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine.



McQueen, Moira. “Catholic Teaching on Transgender. (Gender Dysphoria).” Bioethics
Matters. 14.1 (March 2016).
http://www.ccbi-utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/BioethicsMatters_MMcQueen_CatholicTeaching_Transgender_March2016_Vol141_FINAL.pdf.
This article raises concerns about sex reassignment surgery and its societal implications. The
author is Executive Director of the Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute.

Editorials and Op-Eds


The Catholic Register. “Transgender Bill C-16 is on the wrong track.” Editorial. 8 December
2016.
https://www.catholicregister.org/columns/item/23796-transgender-bill-c-16-is-on-the-wrongtrack.



Le Figaro. “François et la théorie du genre : surprise, le pape est... catholique!” Interview. (4
October 2016).
http://www.lefigaro.fr/vox/societe/2016/10/04/31003-20161004ARTFIG00246-francois-etla-theorie-du-genre-surprise-le-pape-est-catholique.php.
Interview with Catholic journalist and philosopher Gérard Leclerc in light of Pope Francis’
critique of gender theory and ideology.



Pardy, Bruce. “Meet the new 'human rights' — where you are forced by law to use
'reasonable' pronouns.” Opinion Editorial. The National Post. 19 June 2017.
http://nationalpost.com/opinion/bruce-pardy-meet-the-new-human-rights-where-you-areforced-by-law-to-use-reasonable-pronouns-like-ze-and-zer/wcm/e62fa6c4-4773-48a6-b5eb65c1bf95bba8.
This op-ed raises concerns relating to the freedom of speech. The author is professor of law
at Queen’s University. He testified against Bill C-16 before the Senate’s legal and
constitutional affairs committee.

Statements


The Catholic Civil Rights League. “Gender Identity, Gender Expression.” Statement (20 June
2017).
https://ccrl.ca/2017/06/c-16/.



The Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the United Nations. Statement (23 June 2017).
http://www.news.va/en/news/abortion-not-part-of-reproductive-health-holy-see.
With reference to “gender,” the Holy See states that it understands the term to be grounded in
biological sexual identity and difference.

Disclaimer:
This select bibliography is meant to complement the CCCB Statement on Bill C-16 in order to
facilitate further reading and reflection on what can be a complex and emotional question for
individual persons and society. It is not intended to be comprehensive or exhaustive. The
inclusion of a particular text or author should not be interpreted as representing the views of the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops or those of the Magisterium.
Contact information:
Suggestions of other possible sources for continued reflection and further consideration would be
welcome and can be sent to the attention of the CCCB General Secretariat, gensec@cccb.ca.

