
ADVENT UNLIMITED 

Advent unlimited/ 
a time of waiting/ 
a time of expectancy/ 

an attitude opening on the infinite 
awaiting him who came and comes 
and will come1 we know not when. 

We celebrate it one year 
and need celebrate it again. 

Advent evokes building/ 
linear growth/ 
forward thrust/ 
into the open future 
always in need of being reworked/ 

reapplied. 

Advent a time 
of celebration 
of intensive joy at knowing the outcome. 

Advent is like a birthday - awareness of being more. 

Advent unlimited ... 
not once again preparing for the birth of Jesus1 

not a beginning/ but 
the end filled with possibilities 
open on the infinite 
unlimited. 
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A WORD OF EXPLANATION 

Early in 1973, we invited the Montreal Liturgical Commission to 
prepare the contents of this issue. 

We congratulate them for the fine way in which they have responded 
to this invitation, and we thank them for their contributions to pastoral 
liturgy in our land. We thank their collaborators of the Church at Montreal 
for sharing with us their meditations and experience on the liturgy of this 
season. 

With them, we wish all our readers a blessed Advent, and a happy 
and holy Christmas. 

Rev. Patrick Byrne 
Editor 

The Montreal Diocesan Liturgical Commission (English Section) has for the 
past several years been making available to the local parish communities a liturgical 
kit which is' meant to assist and encourage local initiative in preparing the liturgical 
seasons of Advent and Christmas. Early last January, we were invited to prepare 
the Advent 1973 issue of the National Bulletin on Liturgy. 

How did we get the job? We became aware that duplication existed, that 
other diocesan liturgical commissions were providing a similar service. Our original 
hope was that we could all work together in publishing a kit which would be distri
buted through the National Office. However to assure simplicity and continuity 
of thought it was recommended that only one commission take on the project. 
It was at this time that Father Pat Byrne suggested that we assume the responsi
bility. Somewhat frightened by the challenge, the project was set in motion. 

What have we tried to do? Rather than follow our usual approach of pro
viding a ready-made kit, we were asked to combine a series of background articles 
on the seasons of Advent and Christmas, supplemented by some practical sugges
tions. This we have done with the help of a very dedicated and interested group 
of resource persons. 

This Bulletin, therefore, is not a ready-made kit but one which is meant to 
assist you in your own preparations. 

We were somewhat bold in asking to work on a National Bulletin, and even 
bolder to accept. We thank Fr. Pat Byrne for this opportunity to produce ADVENT 
UNLIMITED. 

The editors of this edition of the Bulletin are members of the Montreal Archdiocesan Liturgical 
Commission (English section): 

Rev. Robert Harris, president of the commission; presently a student of canon law at the Gregorian 
University, Rome. 

Sister Sheila Hammond (Sion), secretary-treasurer of the commission; assistant to the Director of the 
Montreal Archdiocesan Office for English Language Affairs. 

Mrs. Mae Watkins, member of St. Edmund's parish and of the Christian Commitment Community in 
Montreal; member of the Diocesan Folk Music Camp Committee, Montreal. 

Rev. Gordon Harris, assistant at St. John Brebeuf parish; Montreal Federation chaplain for the 
Christian Family Movement; alternate member of the Montreal Religious Advisory Committee to the Cana
dian Broadcasting Corporation. 

Mr. Fred Sawyer, professor of religious studies at Vanier College (CEGEP), Montreal; Provincial 
Coordinator of Humanities. 
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Rev. Mr. Francis Toby McGivern, deacon at John XXIII National Seminary, Boston; member of Dio
cesan Liturgical Commission of Boston; former member of the art committee of the Montreal Liturgical 
Commission; member of the Interior Designers Association of Quebec. 



SPIRIT OF ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

During Advent and Christmas, the words we use and the Word we hear say 
one and the same thing: "Come, Lord Jesus," which is the final prayer of the whole 
of biblical literature (see Revelation 22:20). 

The Words 
Words like "Advent," "Christmas" and "Epiphany" must be broken down in 

order to make their original meaning burst forth and be manifested. Otherwise we 
use them with our own subjective or sociological imagery, without grasping their 
deepest significance. 

"Advent" is originally a Latin word ("adventus") used for the coming of the 
emperor when visiting a town or a region of his empire. It implies such joyful ideas 
as feasts, cheers and celebration. Advent celebrates the "coming" of Jesus as king 
of the universe: "Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, for he has visited his 
people" (Luke 1:68). A reading that was once used for the first Sunday of Advent 
is the messianic entry of Jesus into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, 
Luke 19:28-38, John 12:12-16). Even now, the feast of Christ the King immedi
ately precedes the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is deeply connected with the 
"end of times" (see First Sunday of Advent, gospel), to be conceived less as the 
destruction of all material beings than as the transition to "a new heaven and a new 
earth" (Revelation 21: 1). 

Advent (together with Christmas and Epiphany) should conclude, and not 
open, the liturgical year. 

Formerly, the opening of the liturgical year was on Septuagesima Sunday (with 
its allusion to creation in the Office). Advent is thus an eschatological moment in 
the liturgical cycle. Unfortunately we have made what should be the advanced 
celebration of Christ's final victory, a "miniature Lent" preparing for the "birthday" 
of Jesus. 

"Christmas" seems to refer to "Christ's Mass," which involves a purely litur
gical and rather subjective interpretation. Languages more connected with Latin, 
such as French or Italian, call it "Noel" or "Natale." These words have their origin 
in the Latin word "Natalis" which was specifically used in the expression "Natalis 
soli invicti," that is: "The birth of the unconquered sun." This expression, for the 
pagans in the Roman empire, designated a religious feast celebrating the progressive 
lengthening of the sunny hours of the day after the winter solstice (the shortest day 
of the year, in the northern hemisphere, around December 21 ) . Pagans believed 
that there was a cosmic fight between light and darkness and, they thought, till the 
winter solstice, that the sun was about to lose the battle. Seeing the revival of the 
sun, they used to celebrate it as "unconquered." With the fall of the Roman empire, 
Christians adapted that feast, changing its original meaning by celebrating on that 
day the birth of the "sun of righteousness" (Malachi 3:20). Again, this is an 
eschatological perspective. Christmas is not a birthday but the liturgical expression 

Rev. Jean Martucci, former director of the Centre Biblique in Montreal, president de Ia Societe Catholique 
de Ia Bible, and professor of scriptural studies at the Faculty of Theology of the Universite de Montreal. 
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of the Christian hope that, one day, the "sun of righteousness," which rose with the 
first coming of Christ, will shine with all its splendor as an eternal zenith. In fact, 
Christians of the first centuries strongly resisted the idea of celebrating Jesus' birth. 
It appeared to them a purely pagan celebration, as if Christ were a mortal king. 

"Epiphany" comes from a Greek word meaning "manifestation." The cor
responding Greek verb "epiphanein" means "to make known, to show clearly." The 
underlying idea is strongly eschatological. We have impoverished Epiphany by 
limiting it to the adoration by the wise men. Their journey is the journey of the 
whole of mankind toward the glorious coming of Christ. "Epiphany" expresses 
the same ideas as "Adventus" and "Natalis." 

"New Year's Day," in this eschatological context, should be more than the 
beginning of a new year, adding one unit to the preceding number. One should 
see it as the anticipatory celebration of the new times. The suspense which mounts 
as we approach midnight on December 31 should symbolize our waiting for the 
kingdom of God to come. A perfect gospel reading for that night would be the 
parable of the ten bridesmaids: "At midnight there was a cry, "The bridegroom is 
here! Go out and meet him" (Matthew 25:6). For the past few years, New Year's 
Day has become the day of peace. This should lead us to think of and long for not 
only the end of all wars, but also and mainly of the cosmic peace promised by the 
prophets (see Isaiah 11 : 6-9). 

The above remarks lead us to one obvious conclusion: from the beginning of 
Advent to the last Sunday after Epiphany, our eyes should be turned towards the 
future. This does not mean though, that we should live in a disincarnate way, 
escaping from the world. Our hope in the future is supported by the events of the 
past, mainly the resurrection, and has concrete consequences in the present. The 
Church would become a merely nostalgic society instead of a community of hope 
if she forgot to live Advent and Christmas as eschatological seasons. 

The Word 

Eschatological hope, expressed in the words used for the Christmas liturgical 
season becomes an irreplaceable key for interpreting the biblical readings prescribed 
by the liturgy. The prophecies of the Old Testament, the predictions about the 
"end" of the world, John the Baptist, Mary, the idea of joy and the image of light 
become much more meaningful and suddenly appear as a unified whole. 

!Prophecies: We often think that the difference between Jews and Christians 
lies in the following distinction: Jews believe that the Messiah is to come while 
Christians believe that the Messiah has come with Jesus. That is only a half-truth, 
since Christians also believe that the Messiah is to come. Christians make a dis
tinction between two comings: a first coming, hidden in human history, related to 
historical observable facts, which can be seen only by faith; and a second coming, 
which will be evident, beyond history and seen by all. Thus, the "time of the 
Church" is, in a way, similar to the "time of Israel," since both live in the hope of 
the future. When we read about a new Jerusalem in Jeremiah (First Sunday of 
Advent) and the restoration of Israel in Baruch (Second Sunday of Advent) or Isaiah 
(Mass for Christmas Day), we are not simply recalling to memory the past hope of 
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a people in exile, as if we were in the presence of mere historical documents. Rather, 
we proclaim the living word of God promising to all human beings that a new world 
is coming. This is precisely the spirit of Advent and Christmas. 

End of the world: The reading about the end of the world (First Sunday of 
Advent) usually frightens its listeners. But the "end" of the world is no more the 
"death" of all beings than the "death" of an individual is the "end" of his life. What 
we call the "end" of the world is a transition. Because the resurrection of Jesus· has 
a cosmic dimension: "The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his 
sons, ... to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. From the 
beginning till now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great 
act of giving birth" (Romans 8: 19-22). Luke sees it as a "liberation that is near 
at hand." (First Sunday of Advent). The first Christians prayed for its coming: 
"Come, Lord Jesus" (Revelation 22: 20). 

Advent and Christmas should be a time to discover what we are doing to 
transform our world and hasten the second coming. In fact, the "end," that is the 
transformation, of the world has already begun with the resurrection of Jesus. That 
is why the epistle to the Hebrews says that "our own time" is "the last days" (Mass 
for Christmas Day). But what are we doing to make the "new world" evident and 
bring it to its full maturity? (see: Philippians 1:11, Second Sunday of Advent). We 
are entrusted with a very serious responsibility, since the universe is waiting for us 
to show it what we really are: children of God. 

According to the gospel (Sunday after Epiphany), the baptism of Jesus starts 
a new creation. The new creation emerges from the Jordan just as the first creation 
emerged from "the water" (Genesis 1:2). The Spirit, as a dove, descends on the 
new creation as it "hovered over" the first creation (Genesis 1 :2). The new creation 
comes into existence by "a voice from heaven," as when "God said" and the first 
creation was. (Genesis· 1: 3). Our own baptism, Christ's resurrection in each one 
of us, is also a starting point of the new universe. 

John the Baptist: Luke has 'moralized' the Baptist's preaching because he 
was aware that the second coming could be delayed much longer than the first 
Christians originally thought. (By comparison, Matthew's account is more eschato
logical.) We should capitalize on Luke's approach and apply to ourselves the 
Baptist's demands on the crowds (Third Sunday of Advent). Advent does not 
merely prepare Christmas. Rather, Advent and Christmas together are an invita
tion to prepare the future. If Advent were merely a preparation for Jesus' birth, 
the preaching of John the Baptist would be out of place in our liturgy since it came 
long after Jesus was born. Advent prepares the kingdom of God. The Church is a 
"precursor" for the world and all Christians should be "forerunners." 

Mary gave birth to Jesus. This is not merely an historical fact that we recall 
once a year at Christmas. It is the beginning of a continuous birth that has been 
entrusted to us all and that will come to its end only with the second coming of 
Christ. The Church is a pregnant woman (see Revelation 12). For the time being 
she is threatened by the evil forces, but the day will come when "she who is to 
give birth will give birth" (Micah 5:2, Fourth Sunday of Advent). For the moment 
she suffers, "but when she will have given birth to the child she will forget the suffer
ing in her joy that a man has been born into the world, . . . and that joy no one 
shall take from her" (see John 16:20-22). Instead of keeping Christmas as the 
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pious recalling of a baby Jesus, a deeper consideration of Mary helps us to discover 
the real nature of the Church and of Christian life. Like the ark of the covenant 
and Mary herself, we bear the presence of God, and mankind "gives a loud cry" 
(Luke 1:42, Fourth Sunday of Advent) in seeing this mystery. 

Joy: Over and above any consideration of the end of the world, of our respon
sibilities and our sufferings, Advent and Christmas are a time for joy. Why? Is it a 
merely natural and profane joy as we see on any birthday? Is it artificial, because 
we fictitiously close our eyes to the fact that this newborn child will die on a cross? 
On the contrary, it is a full and perfect joy because we know that the new world 
we hope for has already been granted to us. Christmas, if we consider the liturgical 
year as it should, comes after, not before, Easter! Christ's resurrection has already 
done what we hope to have clearly revealed one day. It has given "the proof for 
the existence of the realities that at present remain unseen" (Hebrews 11: 1). 
Christmas is the liturgical expression of our confidence and conviction. We know 
by faith that this world is not what it looks like, and this knowledge brings no 
greater joy. Because of it, "we are happy, always happy in the Lord" (Philippians 
4:4, Third Sunday of Advent) and "God dances amid shouts of joy" (Zeph. 3:17, 
Third Sunday of Advent). 

ILight: Christmas recalls that "the people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light and on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone" 
(Isaiah 9: 1, Midnight Mass). Jesus is "a light that shines in the dark and a light 
that darkness could not overpower, . . . the true light that enlightens all men" 
(John 1:5-9, Christmas Day Mass). From now on all mankind hears a cry of joy: 
"Arise, shine out, for your light has come and the glory of the Lord is rising upon 
you" (Isaiah 60:1, Epiphany). All men may shout: "We saw his star!" (Matthew 
2:2, Epiphany). As for the shepherds, "the glory of the Lord has shone round 
them" (Luke 2:9, Midnight Mass), since Jesus is "covenant of the people and light 
of the nations" (Isaiah 42:6, Sunday after Epiphany: Baptism of our Lord). At 
Christmas we celebrate the revelation that has given a meaning to our otherwise 
absurd world. Instead of denouncing Christmas bulbs and lights as purely com
mercial, we have a good reason to use them as symbols of "the light of the world" 
that Jesus is (John 8: 12) and that we are (Matthew 5: 14) through him. 

Conclusion 

Jesus has come. Jesus comes. Jesus will come. These three sentences are 
true on Christmas day. They change the past, the present and the future. Time 
does not frighten us any longer: it is going somewhere. In spite of suffering, evil and 
death, we may celebrate "the feast of the fools" as Harvey Cox puts it, because 
we know that nothing will stop the start given to the world two thousand years ago. 
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ORIGINS OF ADVENT, CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY1 

The first Christians had one major feast, Easter, the feast of liberation and 
freedom, the feast which gives meaning to all else. The Easter event, central as it is 
to the Christian faith, was remembered each Sunday and celebrated every spring. 
They did not celebrate, as we know it, the feast of Christmas, the birthday of Jesus. 
How, then, did Christmas come about? 

We will see through a series of historical facts that the feast of Christmas took 
form only slowly, progressively, using and christianizing pagan rites. Today, with 
the decline in the faith, we face the problem of allowing this feast simply to lose 
its meaning and becoming once again little more than a pagan holiday. We should 
look for the significance of this feast and preserve it. 

Pagan Cults 

Sun worship, originating in the East, became very popular in the Roman 
Empire. The pagans observed that for part of the year there seemed to be a battle 
being waged between darkness and light. The light progressively got the advantage 
over the darkness. This then was followed by a period of the year marked by the 
fullness of light. Therefore, on the twenty-fifth of December, the winter solstice, the 
pagans in the West celebrated "Natalis invicti," the revival of the sun, the conqueror 
of darkness. 

There is evidence that the first Christians reacted against these pagan cults. 
Christian Gnostics as far back as the year 120 A.D. were attempting to christianize 
the pagan feasts. In the mid-third century, in a Christian mosaic, Christ is depicted 
as the sun riding in a chariot, and in a text dated from the third century, he is 
acclaimed as the only sun, the unconquered sun, always triumphant. 

Christmas 

In the West, the feast of Christmas first appears listed in a Roman calendar 
dated 354 A.D., a calendar listing civil and religious holidays. The twenty-fifth of 
December is listed as a two-fold holiday. Civilly, it is the feast of "Natalis invicti," 
the revival of the unconquered sun. Religiously, for Christians, it is the feast of 
"the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem of Judea." In the year 360 A.D. in North Africa, 
the feast of Christmas included not only the birth of Jesus, but also the adoration 
of the wise men and the massacre of the holy innocents. This may very well have 
been the original theme of the feast in Rome, as well. 

There is no way of determining with accuracy from the scriptures the birth 
date of Jesus. There are no other sources, either. It seems quite clear that the 
reason for selecting the twenty-fifth of December as the birth date of Jesus was to 
counteract the pagan feast with a Christian feast. Jesus is the light of the world. 
He is referred to as such in the scriptures and by the Church Fathers. What a bene
ficial coincidence! 

Rev. Robert Harris, Montreal Liturgical Commission. 
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Epiphany 

In the East, the winter solstice, the feast of the unconquered sun was celebrated 
on the sixth of January. Christians, as far back as the fourth century were cele
brating what they called Epiphany. The word epiphanein was used to describe the 
arrival of a king or emperor, or the manifestation of a god. St. Paul himself applied 
the word to the first coming of Jesus and to his glorious return, seen as the triumphal 
entry of a king into his homeland. The Christians therefore celebrated the mani
festation of their Lord on that day. 

The feast of Epiphany grouped together many manifestations of Jesus begin
ning with his birth and including, depending on where you were, other manifesta
tions like the adoration by the wise men, the baptism of the Lord and the marriage 
feast at Cana. This diversity of theme suggests once again that it was not so much 
an historically accurate anniversary that was being celebrated as an ideological or 
"idea" feast grouping together ideas to counteract the pagan imagery of the birth 
of the sun or a god with all the miraculous happenings that usually accompanied 
such an event. 

Christmas and Epiphany 

It was only with time that these two identical feasts took on a different mean, 
ing. The Roman feast of Christmas started to take root in the East in the latter 
half of the fourth century. The feast of Epiphany, in its turn, took root in the West, 
passing as it did through North Africa or Spain. St. Augustine, for example, 
although seeing these feasts as both expressing the manifestation of Jesus, came to 
distinguish them as the manifestation of Jesus to the Jews (Christmas) and the 
manifestation of Jesus to the Gentiles (Epiphany). Rome in turn separated the 
elements of the same feast, the birth and the adoration by the wise men, and cele
brated them on different days. The twenty-fifth of December became the birthday 
of Jesus, and the sixth of January, the adoration by the wise men. 

Advent 

What about the season of Advent? Where did it get its origin? The word 
Advent, adventus, was a word used to describe the official visit of a monarch or 
the annual visit of a god. The Christians began using. it to describe the first historical 
coming of Jesus among men as well as his glorious return at the end of time. 

As we said above, Easter was the feast for Christians. However with the 
development of the feasts of Christmas and Epiphany, these became influenced by 
the Easter festivities. Just as Lent prepared for Easter, so a season of preparation 
for Christmas was introduced. It became known as Advent, a season of prepara
tion for Christmas by prayer, fasting and liturgical gatherings. Appearing in the 
West, in France and Spain to be more particular, in the fourth and fifth centuries, 
it was not until the sixth century that it reached ·Rome, when it consisted at first of 
six weeks. Later it was diminished to four weeks of preparation. The spirituality 
of expectancy and awaiting developed, thus directing the attention of the Christians 
toward the glorious return of the Lord at the end of time. 
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A very neat parallel was developed between these two major feasts of the 
Christian year: Lent-Easter-Pentecost, and Advent-Christmas-Epiphany. 

What can this historical perspective on the development of the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas tell us? Can it provide us with insights on how to deal as 
Christians with our present world and its feasts? Should we, for example, celebrate 
the fatherhood of God on Father's Day, and the motherhood of Mary on Mother's 
Day, and so forth? 

en See A. Hamman, Le Mystere de Noel, Bernard Grassel, Editeur. Paris, 1963. 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

We can solve your Christmas shopping problems and s.ave you from running 
around throughout Advent. 

Send subscriptions to Canada's National Bulletin on Liturgy to friends and 
relatives who are interested in the renewal of the Church. 

The National Bulletin on Liturgy is primarily pastoral in scope, and is pre
pared for members of parish liturgy committees, musicians, singers, teachers, re
ligious and clergy, and all who are involved in preparing and celebrating the 
community liturgy. 

In 1974, the Bulletin will continue to serve the pastoral needs of parishes and 
communities, with particular attention to all involved in preparing and celebrating 
liturgy. Special treatment will be given to these topics: 

Bulletin 42 - January Call to Penance 

Bulletin 43 -March Sunday Belongs to God 

Bulletin 44- May People of Prayer 

Bulletin 45 - September Learning about Liturgy 

Bulletin 46 -November Celebrating and Proclamation 
~ 

The subscription for 1974 is $6.00 .for five issues ($7.00 outside Canada); 
single issues are available at $1.50. 

Send your shopping list and your cheque to: 

Publications Service 
Canadian Catholic Conference 
90 Parent A venue 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KIN 7Bl 
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ADV!EI\!lr- CIHIIR~S1l"MAS - !EIP'~IP'IHIANY: 

ANOTIHI!EIR IP'!ERSIPIEClr~V!E 

The three seasons of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany should be taken together 
as one celebration of the coming of the Lord. Rather than forming the beginning 
of the Church liturgical year, it should be understood as the end of the Church year. 
This is what noted liturgists such as Louis Bouyer and Pinsk write in their interest
ing approach toward a more traditional concept of the feasts of our Lord. 

The proper place to begin the Church year is springtime - which all peoples 
of all times and all religions look upon as properly the beginning of things. Spring 
is a perfect symbol of the start of things: creation, new creation, renewal. Winter 
is properly the symbol of the end of all things: death, sleep in the earth. It would 
make an interesting study to see how many myths, legends, stories, fairy tales, 
religious practices, plays, novels and poems express mankind's thinking about spring 
and winter. But this much we can note for the moment. The Hebrew people were 
given instructions by Moses when they escaped from Egypt in the Exodus: "In the 
first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened 
bread, and so until the twenty-first day of the month at evening" '(Exodus 12). 
They were to take a lamb and sprinkle the lintels of their houses, their doorposts 
with the blood of the lamb. "This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you 
shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe 
it as an ordinance for ever" (Exodus 12). Strictly speaking, the present Jewish 
custom of celebrating the New Year in the fall belongs to a different tradition. 

The important thing for Christians is that Jesus Christ our Lord chose to die 
and rise at exactly the same time as the Jews were celebrating the Passover. This 
would lead one to suspect that God wishes Christians also to look upon the feast 
of Easter as a kind of beginning of the year to be kept as a memorial day and a 
feast to the Lord to be observed as an ordinance forever. There is sufficient evidence 
in the early Fathers of the Church to substantiate this suspicion. Christ, the new 
Adam, begins a new creation. For centuries the Church has read the story of the 
first creation, the story of the flood, and the story of the Exodus on the feast of 
feasts, .the Easter vigil. I tis worth noting that the events celebrated recall the fact 
that for the Jews, spring was a kind of anniversary of creation. Furthermore, the 
waters of the flood were dried up from the earth "in the six hundred and first year, 
in the first month, the first day of the month." Baptism is understood as a sign of 
resurrection, a sign of saving from the flood and a sign of exodus from death to life. 
The night of nights for baptism is the Easter vigil. 

What becomes then of the meaning of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, with 
the start of the year at Easter? They become the end. Advent, we know means 
"coming." Epiphany means "manifestation," and Christians have, from the very 
start, always had their faces set toward the return of their Lord, his coming at the 
end of time. 

Rev. William Browne, S.J., former professor of theology at Loyola College, Montreal; presently pastor of 
St. Ignatius parish; former member of the music committee of the Montreal Liturgical Commission. 

268 



It is instructive to notice the readings chosen for our Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany liturgies. So many readings from the prophets look forward to the last 
times, but so many other readings are more explicit regarding the second coming. 
For example, the epistle for Midnight Mass says: "We must be self-restrained and 
live good and religious lives here in this present world while we are waiting in hope 
for the blessing which will come with the appearing of the glory of our great God 
and savior Christ Jesus." 

Epiphany becomes a celebration of the wedding of the Lamb when the wise 
men bring gifts, and water is turned into wine, as we read in the' antiphon of the 
Benedictus of the old breviary: "This day is the Church united to the heavenly 
spouse, for Christ, in the Jordan, washed away her sins. The wise men run to the 
royal nuptials with gifts, and the guests of the feast are gladdened by the water 
changed into wine, alleluia." (See also Catholic Book of Worship, no. 275.) 

Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, then, form a beautiful and fitting ending to the 
story of creation which began with Easter. The end of the world, symbolized by 
winter, is the wedding feast of the Church to the Lamb who returns. This is what 
we pray for, what we long for, what we are reminded of each day as we say: 

Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again in glory,! 

STILL AVAILABLE 

In 1973, the National Bulletin on Liturgy has treated a number of special 
topics: 

Bulletin 3 7 · 

Bulletin 38 

Bulletin 39 

Bulletin 40 

Bulletin 41 

Taking Lent Seriously 

Growth in Liturgy 

Summer and Liturgy 

Called to Sing His Praise 

Advent Unlimited 

Copies of this year's issues are still available. Individual issues: $1.50; all 
five: $6.00 (outside Canada, $7.00). 

Your orders may be sent to: 

CCC Publications 
90 Parent A venue 
OTTAWA, Ontario KIN 7Bl 
Canada 
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IP>ATIRONS FOR ADVIENT 

For moments of silence and meditation, here are six biblical figures -

Abraham 
David 
Isaiah 
John the Baptist 
Mary 
Simeon 

-who best characterize the seasons of Advent and Christmas. They are an 
inspiration. They ca~ be examples to imitate. 

Abraham 
"Abraham put his faith in Yahweh, who counted this as making him justified" 

(den. 15: 6). This is how the inspired writer comments on Abraham's acceptance 
of the covenant. Matthew begins his gospel with: "A genealogy of Jesus Christ, son 
of David, son of Abraham" (Mt. 1: 1). All Christians, as all Jews and Moslems, 
refer to him as "our holy father, Abraham." The faith for which he was praised, 
was both hope and trust. Yahweh's promise to him at the dawn of sacred history 
was: "I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name so 
famous that it will be used as a blessing" (Gen. 12:2), yet it seemed against all 
hum·m possibility that this should be realized as Abraham was an old man, the hus
band of a sterile wife. 

Abraham stands at the head of the figures who help us prepare for the coming 
of Jesus. He is a man for our times. It was Abraham's act of faith and hope and 
trust in the Lord that prepared the people from whom Jesus would come. He stands 
a solitary figure at the head of history, yet he is still living today in every man who 
believes in God and his promise. 

David 
The second person that Matthew gives in his prologue is "Jesus, son of David." 

No name occurs more often in sacred scripture than his. Through all generations 
he has remained a hero that has caught the popular imagination. Abraham, in the 
simplicity and integrity of his faith, is an ideal toward which we aspire. David is 
closer to each of us. We respond to his love of life, women, children and friends. 
He is a complete human being, with human weaknesses and - aided by the Lord 
- with human grandeurs. If he sinned mightily, his repentance made him rise to 
such a height that all succeeding kings of Judah would be measured against him. 

David teaches us for Advent that the service of the Lord is not for the weak 
and those who are afraid of life. David is a model of courage: He tells Saul: "Your 
servant has killed both lion and bear" in defence of his flocks (1 Sam 17:36); of 
fidelity: his love for Jonathan makes him even protect his son, against the advice of 
his counsellors; of humility: he celebrates with his people, he calls himself the ser
vant, the dog of Yahweh (2 Sam 7:21). He is above all our model of repentance 
and prayer (7:18-29; 24:10). 
Si,ter Gertrude McLaughlin, S.N .J .M., director of the Montreal Diocesan Bible Centre, and editor of Dis
cover the Bible, an internationally popular weekly bible study leaflet; former member of the Liturgical Com
mission. 
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Isaiah 

Every year during Advent and Christmastide more readings are taken from 

the prophecy of Isaiah than of any other inspired writer. He, more than any other, 

is the prophet of the Messiah, the son of David. Our liturgy would be much 

impoverished if we did not have his poems and oracles. 

Isaiah teaches us two beautiful lessons: one about God, the other about our

selves. He insists on the holiness of Yahweh. Before him the angels hide their 

faces as they sing out: 

Holy, holy, holy is Yahweh Sabaoth. 
His glory fills the whole earth. (Is. 6:3) 

The holiness of the Lord reveals to man his sinfulness, so that the prophet 

cries out, "I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips" (6:5). He is also the prophet 

of hope. The child he promises will come in a time of war and devastation 

(7:14-25). He will be the light that shines for a people in darkness (9:1), who 

knew the yoke of slavery (9: 3). He will come as a new sprout out of a dead stump 

and bring to his faithful followers peace and the gifts of the Spirit ( 11 : 1-9). 

John the Baptist 

We rather fear this aus1ere hermit who spends his manhood in the desert 

alone. Yet there must be something very attractive about this man for "Jerusalem 

and all Judea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him" (Mt. 3:5). His 

one work in life is to prepare others to receive Jesus' message. At his birth his father 

sang of him: 

And you, little child, 
you shall be called the prophet of the Most High 
for you will go before the Lord 
to prepare a way for him ( Lk. 1 : 7 6). 

He accomplis·hed his mission so well that we tend to forget the eminent quali

ties of the man himself. Pharisees and Saducees, the leaders of the people, listened 

to him (Mt. 3:7), as did the soldiers and tax-collectors whom everyone despised 

(Lk. 3:12-14). Even Herod "liked to listen to him" (Mk. 6:20). We have to 

learn from John that the one thing that counts is that all men come to know and 

serve Jesus. The gesture of his that we can best imitate is his pointing out Jesus to 

his followers: "There is the Lamb of God," (Jn. 1:36) and his accepting that these 

disciples leave him to follow Jesus. 
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.... 

Mary 

The mother of our savior must prefer the quiet reverence we tend to pay her 
today rather than the less subdued homage paid to her not so long ago. The virtue 
that Mary teaches us is humility: "I am· the handmaid of the Lord." (Lk. 1:38). 
Her hymn of gratitude gives thanks to God because "he has looked on his lowly 
handmaid." (Lk. 1 :47) When the wise men came, "they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage." (Mt. 2: 11) Mary 
is still the "servant of the Lord." She is also a true mother, worrying about her 
Son's well-being. (Mk. 3:20-21, 31) Even at the marriage feast of Cana, it is as 
one used to looking after the needs of others that she becomes aware that the wine 
has run out. (Jn. 2: 3) 

Mary can sing, "from this day forward, all generations will call me blessed," 
(Lk. 1: 48) not because she stands above and apart from us, but because she is 
truly a woman, and therefore God can do great things for her. She teaches us that 
to be holy is not to escape life, but to live it fully. 

Simeon 

' He has a message that is precious for the Church: even in one's old age one 
can meet Jesus and rejoice in him. We tend to think of discipleship as being for 
the young. John and Andrew who leave John the Baptist for Jesus are just lads. 
It is the rich young man who comes to Jesus and on whom Jesus looks with love 
(Mark 10:21). And today the Jesus-people who read their gospels so enthusias
tically are nearly all young people. Simeon and Anna represent the other extreme 
of humanity, those who come to Jesus not with the hope of a life ahead of them, 
but with the accomplishments of a life spent in faithfulness and expectation. 

The perfect prayer at the end of every day, as well as of every life, is Simeon's 
thanksgiving: 

Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, 
just as you promised; 
because my eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared for all the nations to see, 
a light to enlighten the pagans 
and the glory of your people Israel. (Lk. 2:29-32) 
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CONTEMPORARY DEVOTION 

Problem: The comment is sometimes made that a number of "old" devotions 
have died out in the past decade, and that nothing has replaced them. The Church 
of today, it is said, seems unable to create an effective devotional life for today's 
Christian. 

Toward a solution: Like most sweeping statements, there is some truth in 
these points, and some confusion of separate and distinct facts. 

In order to move along the path to a better understanding of the question, we 
should consider a number of ideas: 

• What was the situation before the Council began in 1962? What was the 
comparison in participation between Sunday Mass and popular devotions? How 
full and thorough was participation in Mass and sacraments? 

• What were some of the causes that led to the significant drop in the popu
larity of novenas, Sunday afternoon or evening devotions, benediction, public 
rosary, stations and other devotions during the mid-sixties? 

• What are the positive attitudes that have been growing with regard to 
participation in the liturgy since the Council? How well is paragraph 30 of the 
liturgy constitution being understood and applied in today's Church? 

• What positive efforts are being made to see what popular devotions are 
needed or desirable in the Church today (in the world, in our country, and in 
various sections of it)? Which devotions meet the requirements described by the 
Council? (See constitution on the liturgy, paragraph 13.) 

• What efforts are you making to deepen the understanding of the liturgy and 
participation in it in your community? 

• Is the "problem" mentioned above because of the liturgy, or because of 
our continuing failure to grow in appreciation of this gift of God? 

Discussion: Will you share some thoughts with us as a result of some good 
positive discussions in your liturgy committee and worshipping community? 
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Ecumenical 



THE COMING CHURCH 

AND THE COMING OF CHRIST 

Ecumenical possibilities of the season of Advent: 

From a strictly liturgical angle Advent was never a disputed area among the 
churches nor for that matter was it ever a much seriously considered season. At 
best it was an imitation of Lent without ever really going into the idea of penance. 
Somehow, over the years, people could not really consider Christmas as something 
to be sad and gloomy about. Consequently, at best this time was used as a time to 
deepen one's faith and hope because of the incarnation. In keeping with the spirit 
of Advent which I have found to exist throughout history, the purpose of this article 
is one of stimulation to further study, in this case of a subject which is worthy of 
interest by virtue of its link with the nature of the Church which is the sign of 
Christ's presence in the world today. All this means that' ~he ecumenical possi
bilities of the season of Advent seem to lie in the future rather than in the past. 

Weak Teo and Biscuits 

Once a year, for a few days, all good Christians everywhere get on the Church 
unity band wagon and everyone very politely prays for the unity of the divided 
churches. We are all very busy meeting our separated brethren in our church base
ments and halls: consuming gallons of weak tea and biscuits, with everyone going 
about chatting to people we don't know and probably don't care to know. But, we 
go along, because this is the ecumenical thing to do. It gives us the impression 
that we have really grasped the spirit of renewal and Vatican II. Of course, when 
the week for unity comes to an end, we all give a great sigh of relief and thank God 
that the whole thing is finished for another year. 

Perhaps this is too much of an exaggeration of what goes on in our Roman 
Catholic parishes, but if it is so, it isn't without its foundations. What this is really 
trying to say is that for all the great advances made in the last ten years or so in 
inter-church relations, most of us have really failed to appreciate what the ecumeni
cal movement is about. Consequently, most of us are embarrassed by it and at best, 
we only tolerate the directives which have sought to rethink our whole attitude 
toward other Christians. 

It is quite understandable that, given our immediate past history of the last 
five hundred years, we would find it difficult to communicate with those people who 
for us were heretics or schismatics. Even if Vatic an II produced something called 
the Decree on Ecumenism and made it part of the official teaching of the Church, 
the fact still remains that in our heart we haven't taken it very seriously. During 
the last few years, the initial enthusiasm over ecumenical gatherings and ecumenism 
in general has died down and many are asking themselves what has happened and 
where do we go from here. Perhaps this is telling us that the ecumenism of tea and 
cookies is over and that now we must deal with the real issues facing the ecumeni
cal movement. 

Rev. Anthony Mancini, recently a student of ecumenical studies at the University of Geneva and in Strasbourg; 
currently chaplain and professor at Marianopolis College, Montreal. 

275 



Advent and the Coming Church 

Without wanting to say that the ecumenical question is the most important 
question in the Church or, for that matter, the salvation of the Church, we would, 
nevertheless, like to point out that the question of unity is intimately tied up with 
what is THE most important question in the Church, mainly its mission to the world 
and to mankind everywhere. The concern for Church unity relates to the core of 
the Christian message as the season of Advent relates to the coming of Christ. 
One can draw a parallel between the liturgical season of Advent, with its feeling 
of anticipation of fearful expectation and hope, and the present historical period of 
searching for Christian unity. Just as Advent is a time of preparation and reflec
tion on the promise of the coming Messiah, the Emmanuel, the search for Christian 
unity is the mental and spiritual attitude which works toward the attainment of a 
reunited body of Christ, in the hope that the world may believe. 

Which Christ? 

Traditionally, in the season of Advent the Christian churches have centered 
their attention on the person of Christ. Christians of all denominations have used 
this time to meditate on the historical Jesus and his birth; on his coming in grace 
through the life and activity of the churches, and to reflect and speculate on the last 
things, the eschatological dimension of Christ's glorious second coming. To have 
done all this in the past was very important and it remains important to continue to 
pay attention to these things. However, one of the major diffic1,1lties facing the 
Church in our times is language, especially the ineffectiveness of traditional church 
language to communicate with people who have been brought up on television rather 
than on books, and on images rather than logical philosophical thought patterns. 
This means that in wanting to express ourselves more creatively, we might turn, not 
so much to what tradition tells us about Advent, but rather to the questions which 
the world is asking, about the Church and Christ. 

If we look at the phenomena of popular religious music and even secular music 
and if we look at contemporary cultural expressions such as Godspell and Jesus 
Christ Superstar, as well as to youth movements, such as the Jesus People, we could 
conclude that many people are asking themselves questions about the nature and 
person of Jesus Christ. We are faced with a serious Christological crisis. 

Asking the Right Questions 
The world in which we live is in great need of a Messiah who will respond to 

this world's quest for meaning about life and death, about war and suffering, about 
loneliness and fellowship, about reason, faith and peace. In other words, what kind 
of Christ are we preparing for in Advent? What is all this business about his coming 
and going? Could it be that we are not finding him because we are looking in the 
wrong places? Is it possible that the Christ of this century is a Christ couched in 
secular language and in political realities? Could it be that the Christ whom we 
fail to see and for whom we must prepare, is the Christ of the third world and the 
developing nations, the Christ of the oppressed people of South Africa, Rhodesia 
and Brazil? Could it be that a proper preparation for the coming of Christ is a 
deeper awareness of the suffering which God's people are experiencing as a result 
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of the economic and political oppression for which we of the western world, in
cluding Canada, are primarily responsible? Advent is a time of questioning and if 
we are convinced that Christ is the answer, we must first "of all know what the 
questions are. 

Church Unity and the Coming of Christ 

At this point, one might ask what has all this to do with the ecumenical move
ment and the question of Church unity? If our thinking about ecumenism is limited 
to matters such as schemes for unions or ecumenical gatherings or theological agree
ments, then our vision is limited indeed and we will not be able to confront the real 
ecumenical question which is how to represent the proper face of Christ. But if we 
think of the Church as the people of God, then a sincere attempt to work toward 
the unification of God's people wherever they might be, is to work toward the 
liberation of all mankind from the modern"day principalit-ies and powers and to 
offer all men everywhere new possibilities of renewed life. , Isn't this why Christ 
came, that we might have life, and isn't this why he died, that we might be filled with 
his Spirit? To be concerned with Church unity, then, is to be concerned with the 
image of Christ in the world. If Advent is a time characterized with expectancy and 

hope, so is the ecumenical movement. To prepare for the coming of Christ and to 
prepare for the future unification of the churches is to deal with the two sides of 
the same coin. 

Obstacles 

Unfortunately, most of us at the local level don't really believe all this and we 
witness to our unbelief by our mode of existence. Archbishop Ramsey once said 
that the greatest obstacle in the way of Church unity is the self-complacency of 
Christians. It is rather unfortunate that in this century, many who are called Chris
tians show themselves to be the exact opposite of their ancestors in the faith. Per
haps history will have to say of today's Christians, "See, how boring they were!" 
If the great majority of Christians are unconcerned about the ecumenical move

ment, it is because we fail to seriously preoccupy ourselves with a qualitative 
renewal of our church life, which, as it stands now, is projecting a distorted and 
broken image of Christ. 

Collective Inertia 

The ecumenical movement has often been criticized for being the concern of 
the relatively few, mostly intellectuals and usually of that fringe element in the 
Church known as "boat-rockers." There is some foundation for this kind of criti
cism but then hasn't it always been the case that whenever something important has 
happened in the Church, it always seems to be outside the main stream? What is 
most frustrating about the present state of affairs is that not even these "radical 
left-wingers" have been able to penetrate the collective inertia of the masses. All 
our denominations are faced with it. This probably means that our primary task 
is not so much to get together, but rather to get with it. We don't want to be faced 
with having done too little too late. Having now allowed sufficient space for Pela
gianism, it is important to refer to the influence of the Holy Spirit. And perhaps the 
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Holy Spirit is already attempting to meet the demands of the world in his own way 
in such' things as the charismatic renewal, prayer groups, Christian fellowship 
groups, small communities within the large parish. Perhaps the seventies will be 
the years of the Spirit with the outcome of a united Christianity for a united man
kind. Let us take seriously, then, our spiritual renewal, as we anticipate, with great 
expectation and hope, the coming Church and the coming of Christ. 

Advent - An Ecumenical Challenge 

If in the season of Advent we prepare ourselves spiritually for the coming of 
Christ into the world, could we not try to give our preparation this year a specifically 
ecumenical orientation, trying to see Christ's coming in the light of the questions 
which the modern world is asking of the churches. Could we not use this time as 
an especially appropriate time for dialogue and prayer with other Christians? 

Having said all this the logical next question is, what do you suggest we do? 
In November 1972, when all the heads of national ecumenical offices gathered in 
Rome to evaluate where they were in their efforts to work for Christian unity, it 
became very clear that the greatest challenge facing all the churches was one of 
mass education and the necessity to make ecumenism a local effort. This, put in 
another way, is saying that every parish must make Church unity one of its priori
ties and one of its main pastoral preoccupations. 

Postoral Approaches 

With this in mind, therefore, could not the four weeks of Advent be used to 
acquaint ourselves with a number of pastoral problems which have very definite 
ecumenical implications and consequences. For instance, the new directives con
cerning mixed marriages. The National Office for Ecumenism has produced a series 
of aids which have a lot to say on this subject.' It might be interesting to look at 
this kit together with the local ministers in an attempt to formulate some kind of 
general pastoral approach. This would facilitate cooperation rather than competi
tion and it might also put an end to some of the very painful experiences that some 
Christians have been subjected to in the past. 

We could also use this period of time to familiarize ourselves with some of the 
work of the World Council of Churches; especially their program to combat racism, 
a problem which exists in so many parts of the world. Also we might look at the 
work of SODEPAX which is the combined effort between the Vatican and the 
World Council of Churches to work for the development of young third world 
nations. We have an obligation to become more aware of these oppressive situa
tions because our country participates economically in maintaining them. 

In some local situation, perhaps, there might be a specific social need to be 
dealt with, such as housing or environmental protection. On the other hand, 
maybe the area has become so de-christianized that a common missionary effort is 
demanded as a visible sign of the Church's outreach into the neighborhood, the city 
or the world. Whatever the local area needs is not important; what is important 

<•) Counselling of Christian Mixed Marriages, $1.00, available from National Office of Ecumenism, 830 Bathurst 
Street, Toronto, Ontario MSR 3Gl. 
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is that we all contribute our share. In doing this we give public expression to our 

common hopes and dreams . 

...... 
Prayer 

If we were inclined to adopt a more academic or theological approach in our 

ecumenical formation, we might want to give some consideration to the many recent 

agreements reached by officially commissioned theologians of the churches on such 

matters as the eucharist and baptism. Certainly, one thing all of us can do is to 

initiate an interdenominational prayer group. When people come together to pray, 

they realize that they have much more in common than they had previously 

imagined. To give concrete expression to where two or three are gathered in my 

name is, in fact, to work actively at rendering Christ present in the here and now, 

which is another form of incarnation. 

The thoughts which are offered here are attempts to open up avenues of ecu

menical possibilities, leaving to each person the challenge to adapt the suggestions 

or initiate his own ideas. In fact, one hopes that local initiative will be the rule 

rather than the exception. We would hope, also, that by putting our hearts into 

what we do we can experience the joy of reconciliation. Above all, we must look 

to the future. We can look to the past and say we have come a long way, but if we 

look to the future, we will see that we have a long way to go. 

Reference Material 

• Work of the W.C.C. 

World Council of Churches 
Information Service 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, N.Y. 10027 
U.S.A. 

• Local ecumenical experiments 

Come Out of the Wilderness, by Bruce Kenrick: Fontana. 

Ecumenical Experiments- A Handbook, by the British Council of Churches. 

• Theological works 

Windsor statement (see Bulletin 32, pages 39-42), 

French agreement: L'accord eucharistique des Dombs 

• Lutheran-Catholic agreement on eucharist 

See Lutheran World, Winter 1972. 
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Homily Hints- Year C 

lFitst Sunday in Advent - Theme: Unity of the world 

First reading: We open the season of Advent with a consideration of the 
promise made to David. This promise is a vision of the future and as such, it is a 
source of hope. 

Second reading: This vision is the unity of mankind but not yet realized. 
A great deal of work remains to be done. We must learn what this vision implies; 
we must learn to walk in God's truth. We must progress in the kind of life we are 
meant to live. 

Third reading: We are meant to live as free men, liberated from that which 
enslaves us. Throughout the world, there are enslaved nations crying out in agony 
from oppression and dying from hunger; they are being choked to death by over
population and environmental pollution. What is our responsibility as churches to 
work towards the liberation of the world? Our Church life is not separate from our 
daily life. It is an hypocrisy to think that we can pray in our churches when so much 
evil exists all around us. Let us work for the unity of mankind by restoring health 
to our broken world and in the process we will bring about the unity of the Church. 

Second Sunday in Advent - Theme: li had a dream 

First reading: The prophet Baruch describes the Church as a woman whose 
beauty has been restored. But this work of restoration implies a great deal of hard 
work. 

Second reading: This hard work will help us to grow in knowledge and love 
thus facilitating our recognition of each other. Our task as Christians in a divided 
situation is indeed to recognize that we are all baptized, that we are all people of 
God. In our contemporary world this is one of the paths which we must make 
straight in order to prepare for the coming of the Lord. 

Third reading: John came crying in the wilderness, which today, in part, is 
caused by by Christians everywhere not being what they should be. The ecumenical 
movement is a call, like John's, to repentance as a needed preparation for Christ's 
new appearance in the sacrament of a united Church. This is a dream which we 
must all help to realize. 

Third Sunday in Advent- Theme: We must be happy 

First reading: Our dreams and our visions of the future must be sources of 
hope which already, by anticipation, bring joy to hearts. All is not black: we are 
divided, yes; but we have some elements of truth within us. As individual Chris
tians, many of us are already very near to one another. 

Second reading: Because of our individual faith and commitment to Christ, 
we have the responsibility of being happy and showing it. We must tolerate each 
other, for as St. Paul says, Church unity will not happen if we are angry and full 
of hate. 

Third reading: This responsibility to happiness which we as individuals have, 
brings with it the further implication of personal involvement in concrete realities 
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such as caring for the sick and the poor. To be a Christian means to have the 

courage and the strength to live up to the label of Christ to which we have com
mitted ourselves. This might be hard, but then, Christianity was never intended to 

be easy. The Church is made up of the individuals in it; let us try to improve the 
quality of our lives. 

Fourth Sunday in Advent - Theme: Whatever you want, Lord 

First reading: The prophet tells us that God will mold out of ourselves the 
body of his Church. We are compared with Bethlehem, which is a humble village, 

but which will be marked with the majesty of the name of God. 

Second reading: In this new body of Christ, we will be characterized not by 
our liturgical formulas or our external expression but rather, like Christ himself, 

we will be committed to do God's will as exemplified in the person of Mary. This 
will express itself in an attitude of personal trust and faith in God. 

Third reading: The final sign of our being truly prepared to receive Christ 
will not be some great scheme of union or a broadcasting of our great achieve
ments. Rather, taking our lead from Mary, we will go about doing what is demanded 

of us in humility, in peace and in joy. Let us do God's will, that the world may 

believe. 

HELP FOR YOUR LITURGY COMMITTEE 

Are you wondering how to help the members of your liturgy committee develop 

a deeper sense of their responsibilities? There are two CCC publications that can 
be helpful to each man and woman on your committee: 

• Parish Liturgy Committees: Bulletin 35 is devoted to the work of the 
worship committee. Now in the third printing, this issue has proven to be most 

useful for committee members, priests, musicians, readers and others assisting in 
the parish liturgy. Single copies are $1.50: order one for each member of the 

committee. 

• Guidelines for Pastoral Liturgy-Liturgical Calendar 1974: it is not too 
late to obtain copies for everyone on the liturgy committee. It will also prove a 
valuable help for teachers, choir leaders, organists and others involved in planning 

and celebrating liturgy in your community. As well as covering the celebrations 
and feasts of the year, it presents ideas, prayers, directions, and many ways of 

growing in the liturgical apostolate. Each copy is $2.00: now availabl!! from CCC 

Publications or most chancery offices in Canada. 

Send your cheque or money order today to CCC Publications. The address 
is on the inside front cover. 
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CHR~STMAS AND IHIANUKKAIHI 

Around the beginning of the winter season Jews as well as Christians celebrate 
a "feast of light," and both of them are often equated as having about the same 
meaning. This is only partly true, and it might be interesting to look at each one, 
stressing the differences as well as the similarities. 

lHlanukkah is first of all a feast of freedom recovered, a thanksgiving to God 
who has redeemed his people. 

The word "hanukkah" means "dedication," and is meant to commemorate the 
rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem, after it had been desecrated by the Syrian 
armies of Antiochus Epiphanes in 164 B.C. 

Some History 

After the Babylonian Captivity had ended and the Jews, under the leadership 
of Nehemiah and Ezra, had rebuilt Jerusalem and the Temple, Alexander the 
Great's fast conquest imposed on the whole Middle East the Hellenistic yoke. 
After his death, his heirs, the Ptolemies in Egypt and the Seleucids in Syria, ruled 
in turn the small Judean state. 

In order to make sure of their hegemony, they imposed unity of faith among 
their peoples. However, the Syrian king Antiochus Epiphanes exceeded any of his 
predecessors, prohibiting the observance of the Jewish Law by terror. After passive 
resistance had failed, the priest Mattathias and his sons, the Maccabees, initiated 
an armed rebellion (see I and II Maccabees). Finally the Jews recovered sov
ereignty over their own country and the freedom to obey their Law. 

The rededication of the Temple was a major event which was to be celebrated 
throughout the centuries, up until our present time. 

However, Hanukkah was never one of the main Jewish festivals. Only recently, 
particularly in western countries where Christmas means a whole season of rejoicing, 
has Hanukkah grown into a kind of Jewish counterpart of Christmas and its impor
tance has been emphasized. 

Talmud reference: The only reference to the feast of Hanukkah in the Talmud 
is as follows: 

What is Hanukkah? 

When the Hasmonaeans overcame the Syrians and repaired the Temple, they 
found there only one flask of oil bearing the seal of the high priest. It contained oil 
for only one day, but a miracle happened and the oil burned for eight days. Next 
year an eight-day festival was declared with songs of praise and thanksgiving, for 
all times. 

Sister Marie Noelle de Baillehache, N.D.S., director of the Centre Mi-ca-el, a centre of information and docu
mentation on Jewish-Christian dialogue (Montreal). 
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Its Celebration Today 

In the synagogue: the service itself is not different from the daily service, 

with the exception of the Hanukkah light ceremony and a special prayer: 

We thank you for the miracles, the redemption, the mighty deeds and saving 

acts, as well as for the wars which you waged for our fathers in the days of old, at 

this season . . . . You delivered the strong into the hands of the weak, the many 

into the hands of the few, ... and the arrogant into the hands of those who occupied 

themselves with your Torah. . . . Your children came into your sacred house, 

cleansed your Temple, purified your sanctuary, kindled lights in your holy courts, 

and appointed these eight days of Hanukkah to give thanks and praises to your 

great name. 

At home: The family gathers around the hanukkiah, a special candelabrum 

with eight candles and one more, called the shammash (the servant) used to kindle 

the others. · 

The father or one of the children lights one wick the first day, two wicks the 

second day, and so on, reciting the benediction while the family answers, Amen. 

Then all chant the Hanukkah hymns: Mannerot hallalu (these lights) and Maoz 

Tsur (Rock and Fortress). Many are the customs linked to the festival, all of them 

intended to bring about joy and an atmosphere of thanksgiving. 

Christmas 

Christmas celebrates the coming in this world of Jesus, the savior, the word 

made flesh. From of old it has been a feast of joy and thanksgiving. All throughout 

the earth, Christians of all churches unite in joyous festivities for the gift of gifts, 

the gift of the Son of God to his people. 

Light plays a great role in these celebrations, however no special ceremony is 

linked to them. The Christmas tree is but a nice German custom which has spread 

all over the world. The Advent wreath with its four candles, lit during the weeks 

preceding Christmas, or the charming Christmas crown worn by young girls in 

Sweden, the Christmas carols sung in England, many other folkloric customs are, 

in fact, ways of celebrating without direct relationship to the mystery. 

However, among the solemn antiphons sung during the seven days before 

Christmas, one celebrates the coming of the light of nations, and the eucharistic 

celebration of the holy night stresses the light which comes into the darkness of our 

earth. 

Christmas and Hanukkah may be called feasts of light and rejoicing. Though 

they differ in origin and initial meaning, both of them also stress the freedom God's 

loving kindness has granted to man. 

Reference: Further information on Jewish feasts is available in Edidin, 

Jewish Holidays and Festivals (Hebrew Publishing Company, New York, 1940). 

See also introductory notes, Guidelines for Pastoral Liturgy-Liturgical Calendar 

1974, pages 54-55. 
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SOCIAL DIMENSIONS OF THE ADVENT SEASON 

World in Crisis 
We live in a world constantly marred by crisis after crisis. And every year, 

on the other hand, we are called upon as Christians to live the Advent season and 

Christmastide. Perhaps we do not think of linking these aspects of social crisis and 

Advent. And yet, 

If there is to be peace on earth and good will toward men, we must finally 

believe in the ultimate morality of the universe, and believe tha~ all reality 

hinges on moral foundations. Something must remind us of this as we once 

again stand in the Christmas season and think of the Easter season, simul

taneously, for the two somehow go together. Christ came to show us the way. 

Men love darkness rather than the light, and they crucified him, and there on 

Good Friday on the cross it was still dark, but then Easter came, and Easter 

is an eternal reminder of the fact that truth-crushed earth will rise again. 

Easter justifies Carlyle in saying, 'No lie can live for ever.' And so this is our 

faith, as we continue to hope for peace on earth and good will toward men. ( 1) 

These words, spoken by the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., on Christmas Eve 

1967, highlight for me the social dimension of the Advent season upon which the 

Sunday homilies may focus for a greater effectiveness of God's word in day to 

day life. 

Hope Springs Anew 
The Advent prophets center their message on God's promised intervention to 

save his people from their depressing and downtrodden situation. Hope springs 

anew through their words. In this light Dr. King thought it right to apply this hope 

to the events and crises endured by God's people today. As in days of old, the Lord 

speaks to his own through word and event in the preparation of his final coming. 

Without knowing in fact how each social crisis will be resolved, the minister of 

God's word, while referring to current events, may indicate to the Christian com

munity that through it all "truth-crushed earth will rise again." Such is the message 

of salvation from the outset of Advent to the accomplishment of Easter. The Christ

event encompasses all aspects of life, the social as well as the individual. Nothing 

escapes the Advent of the Lord from its first preparations to the final coming. Sal

vation is for both the unjust man and the unjust city of Jerusalem, symbol of all 

human communities: 

It's all right to talk about the new Jerusalem, but one day, God's preacher must 

also talk about the new New York, the new Atlanta, the new Philadelphia, the 

new Los Angeles, the new Memphis, (the new Montreal). This is what we 

have to do. (2) 

New City, kingdom- these expressions of salvation which are part of the Advent 

liturgy cannot be anything but social. These images must therefore evoke that God 

saves not only individuals but a whole people with its social life, redeemed in justice 

and love. 

Rev. Gerard Gaudrault, s.s., Doctor of Theology from the Universite de Montreal (1971); presently a profes

lor at the College de Montreal. 
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It's a marvellous picture. Who is it that is supposed to articulate the longings 
and aspirations of the people more than the preacher? Somehow the preacher 
must be an Amos, and say, "Let justice roll down like waters and righteous
ness like a mighty stream." Somehow the p~acher must say with Jesus, "The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to deal with the 
problems of the poor." (3) 

Forming Advent Believers 

The principle seems easy to present but may be far more difficult to implement. 
How can inflation, strikes, political crises or catastrophes be set in an Advent 
homily? Is that really the time and place to speak of such things? Yes, for these 
tragic aspects and many others in life may dishearten and break the backbone of 
one's hope. The word of God, on the other hand, transcending all human situations 
while yet being planted in the heart of man, can revive hope when it promises 
"peace on earth" not merely through man's efforts but through Christ's Advent 
once before and once again. Thus will every Christian be invited to do his share to 
bring peace; and at the same time he will look upon Christ to fulfill and save what 
man cannot. 

The minister of the word will not solve social ills, but through the Advent 
message he will give each Christian hope and dynamic faith to face these ills without 
despair and to work against them. If the preacher shies away from mentioning 
the real-life situations with which his people are confronted, he deprives them of 
realizing the full import of God's word in their lives and of doing their share in the 
world as Advent believers. 

Awokening Christian Responsibility 

It might be well at this point to focus upon some concrete social aspects of 
Advent which may better illustrate how rich this season is in its possibilities of 

. awakening Christian responsibility. For the Lord's coming will reap its benefits 
especially for those who are poor (anawim) and are considered the remnant of the 
people. A pre-Christmas homily can give the true meaning of poverty not only 
as a social ill but also as a Christian value. Those who are poor are privileged by 
the Lord to the point where Christ, born poor, identified himself with them because 
true poverty implies openness of heart to the all-loving God. The poor in heart are 
those who are not closed upon themselves but show total confidence in God. They 
have nothing and yet they have all. The "socially" rich man must thus learn to be 
poor of heart and open himself to God and his fellow men while giving of himself, 
and not only his money, to his "socially" poor brothers. And the "socially" poor 
man must believe that his destitute situation does not destroy his value as a human 
being, for if he is poor of heart he belongs to God's little ones. There is more to be 
said about poverty than simply alleviating a social ill, and Advent is the right time 
to say it. 
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Youth 

In our present social context, the season of Advent may also help to present 

the meaning of salvation to groups who might otherwise not think much of God's 

saving plan. We might particularly consider youth whom many look upon as openly 

hostile to Christian teaching. A recent gospel presentation, or rather a musical 

based upon the gospel according to St. Matthew and also St. Luke, holds something 

of the Advent spirit of glad tidings and joyous proclamation. This corresponds 

well to young adolescents seeking a joyful religion and a lively God. Godspell, as 

it is called, centers around a colorful, communicative Jesus, literally exploding with 

joy as he brings to his small group of equally happy and colorful followers the glad 

tidings of God's love. Such a joyous atmosphere is synonymous with Advent 

wherein the heralds of salvation call Jerusalem and all her children to jubilation and 

exultation at the Lord's coming. 

Advent stands out much less as a time of penance than as a time of joyous 

expectation. This perspective could really help youth who question the liveliness 

and festive character of Christianity to realize that at the very outset of the liturgical 

year, such is the note which is struck. And this happy note should then ring through 

every gospel proclamation: "I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; 

I repeat, what I want is your happiness" (Phil. 4:4). Our youth can well under

stand this message with their hearts yearning for happy experiences. Inspired, they 

might well become our finest heralds to bring the Lord's joy to his people. There 

is truly a wealth of religious experience in Advent. 

God's Revolution Is Now 

An interesting aspect which may also be stressed is the suddenness of the 

Lord's coming. God seems aware of the great needs and grave dangers present in 

today's world and thus appears ready to intervene quickly, surprisingly and pro

foundly. For all practical purposes God's salvation is a true revolution to bring 

about the new world. Upon hearing this, the Christian is not made to think that 

Christ's second coming is imminent but rather that his own heart and mentality 

must be revolutionized immediately to prepare the way for the Lord. The starting 

point for true social change is conversion or the inner revolution of the heart. And 

this revolution can be delayed no longer. 

The Christian must be awakened now to work toward the coming of the Lord 

and the renewal of this world. This Teilhardian mystical view, wherein man pre

pares even this material world for its final transformation in Christ, can be set in the 

hearts of the faithful by an effective and joyous proclamation of Christian hope: 

Advent liturgy is the link between today's world full of catastrophe, crisis and 

injustice, and tomorrow's world, renewed in the Lord's total coming which brings 

into being "new heavens and a new earth." Since Christ's first Advent we are 

living the last days of this old world, however long that may be, and as new creatures 

we are called to do all we can both inwardly and outwardly to give existence to the 

new: while realizing that finally only the risen Christ can accomplish at the 

appointed time the complete raising of our world. Is it possible for this eschatolo

gical perspective of Advent to permeate our Sunday preaching? First the heart must 

feel the warmth and depth of this "Good News" of salvation before the word can 

be communicated. Meditation and prayer hold the key and the answer. 
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Devotion and Social Action 

An appropriate social approach to the Advent season may thus help the 
Christian community to see the word of God active in the social problems of the 
day and to convert itself first from within to be able to work in the world with a 
spirit of hope undying and true responsibility. In December 1955, his first Advent 
season as a Christian minister, already Martin Luther King, Jr., was expressing this 
outlook which should make us think of how to give the gospel its full meaning during 
this most important liturgical season. Community leaders were putting forth this 
question: should not the Christmas wish for peace deter the Christian from social 
action? 

We believe firmly in the revelation of God in Jesus. I can see no conflict 
between our devotion to Jesus Christ and social action. In fact I see a neces
sary relationship. If one is truly devoted to the religion of Jesus he will seek 
to rid the earth of social evils. The gospel is social as well as personal. . . . 
The decision which we must make now is whether we will give our allegiance 
to outmoded and unjust customs or to the ethical demands of the universe. 
As Christians, we owe our ultimate allegiance to God and his will, rather than 
to man and his folkways. (4) 

I've Seen the Promised Land 
The focus of these reflections has been set upon a preacher who may be con

sidered authentically an Advent prophet for our times. Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., lived, believed and preached the will of God to give his people their Promised 
Land to the point where his last public words shine with this faith: 

I've seen the Promised Land. I may not_get there with you. But I want you to 
know tonight that we, as a people, will get to the Promised Land. And I'm 
happy tonight. I'm not worried about anything. I'm not fearing any man. 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord. ( 5) 

Every preacher of the Lord must be able to ins·till in his Christian community such 
hope as to awaken responsibility in working towards the ideal of the Promised Land 
of love and justice and to enkindle hope beyond present-day obstacles and crises. 

This brief article has tried to show the social appeal of the Advent season. 
This liturgical period highlights the preparations of the kingdom and new Jerusalem 
which Christ the Lord will fully bring about by his second corning. All Christians 
are then called upon to work responsibly towards this fulfillment. Advent focuses 
on the poor ones of Israel, the remnant of the people of God, who in their expecta
tion of his salvation give the true meaning of poverty as a value, and the true spirit 
with which to fight poverty as a social ill. The joyous atmosphere of Advent meets 
the requirements of youth, trying to discover a festive faith for their lives. Finally 
Advent seriously beckons every Christian to commence the inner revolution of the 
heart which is the first true step in the direction of a new world. 
(I) KING, Martin Luther: Conscience for Change - A Christmas Sermon on Peace, broadcast by CBC as the final Massey Lecture, on Christmas Eve, 1967. CBC Publications, Toronto, 1968, page 44. (2) RING: l'•·e Been to the Mountaintop, final speech of his life delivered on Wednesday night, April 3, 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee. Unpublished speech. 
(3) KING: l'•·e Been to the Mountaintop. Unpublished speech. 
(4) KING: Stride Toward Freedom - The Montgomery Story (1955-1957). Harper and Rowe Publishers, New York, 1964', page 98. 
-(5) KING: I've Been to the Mountaintop - final words. Unpublished speech. 
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CALL TO PENANCE 

God formed us to be his people, and he chose us in Christ to sing his praises. 
The Lord Jesus calls us to follow him along the road of the cross. Unless we pick 
up our cross daily, we cannot be his followers. 

The 1974 issues of National Bulletin on Liturgy begin with no. 42, Call to 
Penance. In 64 pages, the need and value of penance are studied, and many ideas 
and suggestions are offered for parishes and communities. The issue is not limited 
to lenten practices, but considers Christian penance throughout the year. 

Written for people in parishes, liturgy committees, parish councils, musicians, 
religious, priests, and all who are interested in sharing the message of Christ, 
Bulletin 42 will be available in January 1974. It may be used as a source of ideas 
for parish discussion groups, a resource book for liturgy committees, and for all 
involved in planning and celebrating liturgy in your community. 

Individual copies may be ordered now at $1.50; a year's subscription is $6.00 
(outside Canada, $7.00). Write today, with your cheque or money order, to CCC 
Publications, 90 Parent Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7B1, Canada. 
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HOW TO PREPARE AN ADVENT KIT 

Whether the kit, or "dossier" as we in French Canada have been calling it, is 
prepared by a diocesan committee, a parish worship committee, a pastoral team in 
a high school college or hospital, the approach is basically the same. Our conviction 
is that one need not be an expert to attempt this. The resource material for part of 
such a kit is abundant. What is needed are people willing to do a little work, people 
concerned about discovering what the word of God and the liturgy are trying to 
tell them, whatever their lived experience. Sufficient time to develop a kit is needed, 
but it isn't necessary to attempt everything the first time. 

General Theme 

All of us have preconceived ideas about the themes of the Advent and Christ
mas seasons. But a close study of all the readings of the Sundays of Advent and 
the season of Christmas from a scripture commentary will clarify any misunder
standings we may have about the message of the word and will help in choosing a 
predominant theme. Thematic development of such a kit should be correlated with 
current social and pastoral concerns. 

The procedures taken in choosing an overall theme will provide you with the 
basis for the theological introduction to the kit. 

The next step is to subdivide the general theme and develop it progressively 
through the Sundays of the season. A general presentation of the main theme should 
be given on the first Sunday of Advent to show where the project is leading. This is 
to be followed on subsequent Sundays by a step-by-step elaboration. 

Sections of the Kit 

a) Notes for the priest: If there is to be some kind of continuity within a given 
celebration, the homily should be inspired from the same source material and should 
fit in with the overall theme. Providing some scriptural background material for 
each of the readings on any given occasion and some practical applications for the 
homily will assure continuity. 

b) Notes for the commentator: Inspired from the same material, a short intro
duction can be prepared to provide the commentator with the theme for the day 
which he delivers at the beginning of the celebration. Even shorter statements can 
be prepared as introductions for each of the readings. This may assist the congre
gation in establishing that link between the readings which will be in turn applied 
by the priest in the homily and prayed for in the general intercessions. 

c) General intercessions: To have come this far, makes the intercessions 
somewhat easier to formulate. We know whom and what to pray for. The tone 
of the intercessions should even recall and use the insights presented in the homily 
and introductions. 

Rev. Robert Harris, Montreal Liturgical Commission. 
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Along these lines, have you ever tried preparing particular intentions on a 
given theme for penitential rite C? 

d) Appendix 

• The Advent kit can be supplemented by a section of suggestions for appropriate 
music for each of the Sundays and the Christmas season. When making the 
selection of music, always remember that music has a ministerial function. (See 
the music section of this Bulletin, pages 293-296.) 

• "A picture is worth a thousand words." Some of the more artistic members of 
the group might want to capture the themes for each season. Banners and dis
plays should be simple and to the point, and can be used to great advantage. 
They, too, have a ministerial function: they are there to serve and not distract. 

• Depending on the time and the resources available to you, you may want to 
include and encourage the use of family customs such as Advent wreaths and 
Jesse trees, Advent calendars, and projects like family crib building. 

• Some might want to contribute ideas on how to present all this material to the 
children in grade school and the youth in high school. 

• Community celebrations of penance could also be developed to suit the circum
stances of children, youth and adults alike. The Canadian Catechism has a 
wealth of resource suggestions for projects. 

All these suggestions need not be done at once. 

As the French say: "Bon courage!" 
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MUSIC FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

All references are to the choir edition of the Catholic Book of Worship. 

Selecting appropriate music during the seasons of Advent and Christmas is 
quite simple in view of their own characteristics. 

Advent is a time of preparation: for the feast of Christmas and for the second 
coming of Christ at the end of time. This makes it a season of joyful expectation. 
There are several items in CBW suitable for Advent use (nos. 229, 249-256, 316, 
353). Seasonal hymns may be freely used as entrance, offertory or closing hymns. 
For a variety of communion songs and hymns, see the liturgical index in the choir 
edition, page iii at the rear of the book. 

Christmas: Carols and Christmas hymns may also be used at all times of 
the Mass, even during communion procession, provided the mood and tempo of 
the melody is somewhat less exuberant. Christmas carols should be sung beyond 
Christmas day, throughout the entire period of Christmastide. In the new liturgical 
calendar the Christma~ season lasts until the resumption of ordinary time, the 
season of the year. In the present liturgical year, Christmastide ends with the 
Sunday celebrating the Baptism of the Lord, January 13, 1974. The Season of the 
Year (ordinary time) begins the next day. 

Christmas Carols 

Among the musical treasures of the people of every Christian land, there are 
more songs of Christmas than of any other season. The word "carol" is a generic 
term which embraces many types of songs which celebrate Christ's nativity and 
were universally sung during the Christmas festivities as early as midway through 
the Middle Ages. There are Christmas hymns, early dance carols, lullabies or 
cradle songs, pastorals or shepherd carols, songs of the virgin Mary, carols of the 
wise men, songs of the holy night, songs of the Christ child, carols of legend, carols 
of custom, spirituals, and so forth. Obviously not all are suitable for liturgical use. 
Though true carols, most of the carols of legend and custom can hardly be 
described as having liturgical value, for example, The Cherry Tree Carol, Good 
King Wenceslaus, Wassail, Wassail!, Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly. 

All Christmas songs are carols (or Noels) . Some of them are genuine hymns. 
Any religious poem of lyrical character, devotional and in praise of God, and 
generaliy in metrical form, is identified as a hymn. There are several Christmas 
hymns in CBW: nos. 258, 260, 261, 270, 271. The carol in the restricted sense, 
on the other hand, is a song which always tells the story of the star, the holy night, 
the angels, the shepherds, the wise men, the virgin Mary, the Christ child. As 
distinguished from the hymns, carols are narrative and far more jubilant, with 
a freshness and buoyancy both in text and music not usually found in hymns. For 
a most comprehensive and catholic collection of carols see The Oxford Book of 

Carols (London, 1964); for a scholarly history of the origin and development of 
the Christian carol see The English Carol (Erik Routley, London: Herbert Jenkins, 

1958). 

Rev. Stephen Wiercinski, member of the national committee for Catholic Book of Worship; director of St. 

Edmund's Choir, Montreal. 
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Responsorial Psalms and Gospel Acclamations 

, CBW contains two sets of responsorial psalms and refrains set to music. The 
first set (Cabena-Black) includes seasonal psalms and refrains (nos. 172-191). 
They are common to a given season of the year, and may be used in place of the 
proper psalm and refrain when they are sung. The second set (Peloquin-Murray) 
has only seasonal common refrains with psalm tones (nos. 192-200), to be sung 
with the proper responsorial psalm of the day as provided in the liturgical section 
of CBW, pages 17-99. 

Methods of singing Black and Murray psalm tones are described in the pre
fatory remarks to both sets, nos. 172 and 192. 

Nos. 172 and 173 come as a "package deal" and may be sung through the 
entire season of Advent, any one of the two or alternating. 

No. 192 is a single common refrain to be used with the proper psalm of the 
day (pages 17-22). 

For the Christmas season, the first set has one Christmastide refrain with psalm, 
no. 174, which may be sung through the entire season of Christmas, with a special 
refrain and psalm, no. 175, provided for the feast of Epiphany. 

The second set has only one refrain, no. 193, to be sung through the entire 
Christmas season with the proper responsorial psalm of the day, pages 22-26. 

There are seven gospel alleluias (nos. 201-207) with psalm tones which may 
be sung with the gospel verses provided in the proper of the day, pages 22-26. 

Suggested Musical Program 

The following outline contains suggestions of a musical program for the 
Advent and Christmas seasons. The numbers in parentheses are possible alterna
tives. 

lFirst Sunday of Advent 

Entrance hymn- no. 251: 0 Come, divine Messiah - (or 248) 
Mass: Kyrie, Sanctus, Agnus: 167 (or 166) 
Responsorial psalm and refrain - 172 (or 173; or no. 192 and page 18) 
Gospel acclamation - no. 201 and page 18 
Offertory song- 255: Awake, awake, fling off the night- (or 376) 
Memorial acclamation - no. 211 
Great amen - no. 220 
Communion song: no. 414: Humbly we adore you- (or 416) 
Concluding song: no. 254: On Jordan's bank- (or 253) 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Entrance hymn: no. 248: 0 come, 0 come, Emmanuel (or no. 249) 
Mass: as above 
Responsorial psalm and refrain - no. 1 72 (or no. 1 73, or 192 and page 19) 
Gospel acclamation- no. 201 and page 19 
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Offertory song- no. 253: The advent of our God (or no. 385) 
Memorial acclamation - as above 
Great amen - no. 220 
Communion song- no. 422: Now let us from this table rise (or no. 417) 
Concluding song- no. 249: Come thou long-expected Jesus (or no. 339) 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Entrance hymn- no. 256: Hark, a mystic voice is sounding (or no. 254) 
Mass: as above 
Responsorial psalm and refrain: no. 172 (or no. 173, or 192 and page 20) 
Gospel acclamation: no. 201 and page 20 
Offertory song - no. 250: People look east (or no. 341) 
Memorial acclamation: as above 
Great amen: 220 
Communion song- no. 387: Lord, accept the gifts {or no. 386) 
Concluding song- no. 251: 0 come, divine Messiah (or no. 255) 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Entrance hymn- no. 249: Come thou long-expected Jesus (or no. 248) 
Mass: as above 
Responsorial psalm and refrain: no. 172 (or no. 173, or 192 and page 17B) 
Gospel acclamation: no. 201 and page 21 
Offertory song- no. 262: Hark! the herald angels sing (or no. 261) 
Memorial acclamation: as above 
Great amen: no. 220 
Communion song - no. 265: What child is this (or no. 248) 
Concluding song- no. 258: 0 come, all ye faithful 

Christmas 

Entrance hymn- no. 258: 0 come, all ye faithful' 
Mass: no. 166 or 167 
Responsorial psalm and refrain: no. 174 (or no. 193 and pages 22-23) 
Gospel acclamation: no. 206 and pages 22-24 
Offertory song - no. 268: Angels we have heard on high 
Memorial acclamation: no. 211 
Communion song- no. 257: Silent night (or no. 263) 
Concluding song- no. 271: The first Noel 

Holy Family 

Entrance hymn - no. 262: Hark! the herald angels sing 
Mass: as above 
Responsorial psalm and refrain: no. 17 4 (or no. 193 and page 24, or no. 244) 
Gospel acclamation: no. 206 and page 24 
Offertory song - no. 257: Silent night (or no. 263) 
Memorial acclamation: as above 
Great amen: as above 
Communion song - no. 265: What child is this 
Concluding song- no. 270: Good Christian men rejoice 
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Mary, Mother of God (January 1) 

Entrance hymn- no. 316: The God whom earth and sea (or no. 310) 
Mass: as above 
Responsorial psalm and refrain: no. 174 (or no. 193 and page 25) 
Gospel acclamation: no. 206 and page 25 
Offertory song - no. 268: Angels we have heard on high 
Memorial acclamation: as above 
Great amen: as above 
Communion song - no. 265: What child is this (or no. 260) 
Concluding song - no. 311: 0 most holy one (or no. 316) . 

Epiphany 

Entrance hymn- no. 275: Songs of thankfulness 
Mass: as above 
Responsorial psalm and refrain: no. 175 (or no. 193 and page 26) 
Gospel acclamation: no. 206 and page 26 
Offertory song- no. 273: As with gladness men of old (or no. 274) 
Memorial acclamation: as above 
Great amen: as above 
Communion song- no. 272: The people that in darkness (or no. 276) 
Concluding song- no. 271: The first Noel 

Baptism of the !Lord 

Entrance hymn- no. 273: As with gladness men of old 
Mass: no. 167 or 166 
Responsorial psalm and refrain: no. 17 4 (or 193 and page 26) 
Gospel acclamation: no. 206 and page 26 
Offertory song- no. 260: Joy to the world 
Memorial acclamation: no. 211 
Great amen: no. 220 
Communion song- no. 274: What star is this (or no. 417) 
Concluding song - no. 262: Hark! the herald angels sing 

lORD'S DAY CELEBRATIONS 

A pastor writes requesting one name to cover Saturday evening and Sunday 
Masses: 

I wonder if you could spearhead the idea of one term for the Lord's day? 
Since Saturday Masses are in, we see signs saying Saturday Masses/Eucharist 

for Sunday. Our outdoor signs state Sabbath Services, and this is criticized. 
Some have Eucharistic Celebrations. I thought from reading Bulletin 39 that 

!Lord's Day Celebration might be a good general term and under this, one could 
show the hours of the Saturday evening Masses and Sunday Masses. 

Please share your comments and ideas with us. 
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A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

The form of service known as The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols has 
been sung in King's College Chapel annually on Christmas Eve for about forty 
years. It was devised by the Very Reverend E. M. Milner-White, then Dean of 
King's, using as model a service instituted by Archbishop Benson at Truro Cathe
dral and itself drawn from ancient sources. 

At Cambridge this service symbolizes the bond between the two Foundations 
of King Henry VI there, and at Eton, the goodwill between University and City, 
and peace within the whole Church, as well as the joy and worship of all at 
Christmas. Members of the college and representatives of other bodies read the 
lessons in ascending order of importance. 

It is suggested that this service might be held on one of the Sundays in Advent, 
for example, the third Sunday. 

Variations may be incorporated into this service, such as a candlelight proces
sion, a penitential rite for Christmas, or ideas from the Jewish feast of lights 
(Hanukkah). 

Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Candlelight procession 

0 come, 0 come, Emmanuel 
or 0 come, divine Messiah 

Opening prayer 

CBW, no. 248 
251 

The president introduces the theme and says an appropriate prayer. 

First reading 

Isaiah 9: Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold. 

Carol 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus 
or On Jordan's bank 

Second reading 

Luke 1: The angel Gabriel announces the birth to Mary. 

Carol 

People, look east 
or 0 come, all ye faithful 

Third reading 

Matthew 1: The birth of Christ. 

Mr. Fred Sawyer, Montreal Liturgical Commission. 
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Carol 

Silent night CBW, no. 257 

If a penitential rite is incorporated, it is recommended at this time, along with 
a short homily. 

Carol 

Joy to the world 
or What child is this 

Fourth reading 

CBW, no. 260 
265 

John 1: the mystery of the incarnation is unfolded by St. John. 
I 

Carol 

0 come, all ye faithful 
or The first Noel 

Closing prayer and blessing 

Recessional 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

AN ETHNIC CUSTOM 

CBW, no. 258 
271 

CBW, no. 260 

A closer look at national practices and customs qf Advent shows that generally 
the theme of light stands out and the usual practices which we already know about, 
such as the Advent wreath, are greatly used. 

On the theme of light, a popular custom takes place in Norway on December 
13 when the feast of St. Lucy is celebrated. The name Lucy, of course, means light; 
it is interesting that she is so venerated in countries where the winter is long and 
dark, not unlike our own country. In these small Norwegian viiiages a girl is 
dressed up in a white gown, with a crown similar to an Advent wreath with candles 
lighted, and she goes for a procession through the village. 

When this custom is adapted to families, the oldest daughter plays this role; 
as she goes about the house she carries a tray with coffee and bread or some other 
kind of more elaborate pastry which she passes to all the members of the family. 
This may take place after an evening meal. A variation on this is that the children 
of the house, led by the oldest daughter, bring coffee and bread to the parents in the 
morning. In other words, offering them breakfast in bed and giving them time to 
enjoy their rest for a while longer. 

Rev. Anthony Mancini (see page 275). 
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PENANCE CELEBRATION -ADVENT 1973 

Introductory Notes 

a) Bible services are encouraged in a special way during Advent and Lent as 
one way of promoting a warm and living love for scripture among God's people. 
(CSL, nos. 35:4, 24). 

Many members of a spiritual community may benefit from a bible service cele
brating God's gift of forgiveness. This service may be used at any time during 
Advent, but it is recommended for the final two weeks of the season. Preparations 
should begin well in advance of the date chosen. 

b) Personal attention: When celebrating the sacrament of penance, the priest 
should help it become a personal meeting of the penitent with Christ. Individual 
attention in the form of instruction, advice, encouragement, should be given to each 
penitent by the priest. When the sacrament is celebrated after the bible service, as 
suggested in this outline, more time will be available for giving each person the 
individual attention he or she needs and desires. 

c) The following outline is a guide, with suggested texts. While these may 
be used as printed, it is often better to adapt them to the needs of the local congre
gation. Other suitable readings and psalms may be found in the lectionary for 
Advent (nos. 1-12 and 176-202; nos. 174-175, page 405), or in the liturgy of the 
hours for this season. The liturgical index of the choir edition of Catholic Book of 

Worship suggests appropriate hymns. 

The parish liturgy committee should be encouraged to develop this service as 
required to meet the spiritual needs of the community. 

d) Proclamation: All readings suggested are contained in the lectionary, 
and should be proclaimed from it or from a dignified bible. Canada's lectionary is 
richly bound in red and gold to signify our respect for the scriptures and to 
emphasize the place of God's word in our spiritual growth. 

Scripture references are to the Jerusalem Bible; in the case of the psalms, the 
second number refers to the Vulgate. 

e) Participation: The Vatican Council suggests many ways of promoting 
active participation in the liturgy: "The people should be encouraged to take part 
by means of acclamations, responses, psalmody, antiphons, and songs, as well as 
by actions, gestures, and bodily attitudes. And at the proper times all should 
observe a reverent silence." (Liturgy, no. 30) An effort should be made to include 

some of these. 

f) For a full celebration, there should be a celebrant, a number of confessors, 
one or more readers, servers, choir, (thurifer, if incense is used). The celebrant 
presides from the chair, leads the prayers and preaches the message of conversion. 
His work will stand out more clearly when he encourages others to assume their 
proper roles. 

g) A number of smaller or scattered parishes may wish to pool their efforts 
in celebrating penitential services in each place. A team of priests going from 
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parish to parish on several different days will bring the benefits of this celebration 
to more people. 

h) People's lea11et? Some parishes may wish to prepare leaflets to help their 
people take a full part in the psalms and responses. 

Others may prefer to encourage the people to use the Canadian hymnal. In 
this outline, references are made to the hymnal for all parts sung by the congre
gation. 

i) lPrayer for sinners: The people of God are called to be people of prayer. 
The entire Church prays for sinners, asking God to bring them back in his mercy 
to full life in his family. During the penance celebration, the celebrant should 
invite and encourage the congregation to pray for sinners: for themselves, for 
members of the community, for sinners throughout the world. 

j) Banners and posters based on the theme, or reflecting the spirit of Advent, 
may help to set the mood for the celebration. 

CIEILIEI8H~A"'r~ON OIIJTUNE 
Theme 

"The peace of Christ." The theme may be explained in a few sentences 
be/ore the service begins, after the bible is enthroned, or in any leaflet distributed 
to the congregation. 

Entrance Rite 
1. Song: 

seasonal hymn 
or Psalm 25(24) 
or Psalm 85(84) 

2. lEn throning the word of God 

CBW, nos. 172, 229 
CBW, no. 173 

The book of God's word is carried in procession by the reader, accompanied 
by servers with lighted candles, and the others mentioned in (f) above. He places 
the book in a place of honor (reading stand or lectern; on the altar, if necessary), 
and the candles are placed nearby. If desired, the celebrant may incense the book 
now or before the gospel is read. 

3. Celebrant's greeting: 
Sign of cross, and one of: 
Eph. 1:2 
2 Tim. 1:2 
2 Thess. 1:2 

The celebrant or one of his assistants may explain the theme briefly. 
4. Opening prayer 

The celebrant may choose a suitable prayer from the Advent liturgy; he is 
encouraged to compose his own, based on the theme as developed in the readings 
chosen for this celebration. One example of this prayer: 
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Let us pray to our heavenly Father 
for the peace and grace of Christ: 

All pause for silent prayer 

Eternal Father, 
look upon our world, torn by sin and hatred, 
and let 1he peace of Christ come into our lives. 
Lead us by the Spirit of peace 
so that our way of life 
may bring others to follow your Son, 
who is Lord of peace for ever and ever. 

Liturgy of the Word 

5. Reading from the word of God: 

The first reading may be selected from those mentioned in the lectionary, nos. 

831-832. 

6. Meditative silence: 

A few moments of silence should follow the reading, allowing all to reflect and 

pray in response to the word they have heard in faith. 

After the silent prayer, a hymn or psalm may be sung. 

7. Gospel reading: 

One of the passages listed in the lectionary, no. 835, may be proclaimed. 

8. Homily: 

A brief homily, based on the readings, leads the assembly into the examination 

of conscience. 

Examination of Our Christian Lives 

The points and questions below are suggestions. Some - not all - should 

be used. The liturgy committee could help choose the questions to be asked, or 

write their own. Care should be taken, however, not to omit the questions that 

embarrass you or the community: probably these are the ones you need most. 

A pause should be made for reflection after each consideration. Some may 

wish to add a community response each time, using a suitable psalm verse or a 

prayer such as "Lord, have mercy on your people." 

9. Examination of Conscience 

a) Peace with self 

• Jesus says: "Seek first the kingdom of heaven, 
and all these things will be given to you." 

- What are my goals and ambitions? 
Do I seek God's glory or my own? 

- Who or what has first place in my life? 
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- Do I understand that my attachment to sin 
is the only thing that keeps God's peace at a distance? 

• Jesus says: "Where your treasure is, your heart will be." 
- Where is my treasure? 

Am I seeking power and wealth for myself? 
Am I storing up treasure in heaven? 

• Jesus says: "Lift up your heads, 
your salvation is at hand." 
- Do I trust God for help and salvation, 

or do I despair and give up? 
- Do I thank· the Lord for my vocation in life, 

or do I complain and grumble unhappily? 
- Do I think about the wonderful gifts God has given me? 

Do I thank him joyfully for all his gifts? 

b) Peace with others 

• God says: "One who loves is patient and kind." 
- Do I accept the faults of qthers, 

or am I always trying to correct them and change them? 
- Do I take out my problems and worries on others? 
- Do I start each day by resolving 

to be more kind and cheerful toward others? 

• God says: "One who loves is not jealous, conceited or proud." 
- Do I build myself up by tearing down others? 

Am I always looking for ways of belittling other people? 
- Am I big enough to praise others for the good they do? 

• God tells us: "One who loves is not selfish or irritable." 
- How often do I go out of my way or hold my tongue 

in order to keep peace in things that don't matter? 
- Am I for ever seeking my own rights? 

Does my comfort come before the needs of others? 
• Jesus says: "Love others as I have loved you." 

- Do I really care about other people? 
- Do I show in action what I proclaim in my words? 

Do I really believe that I am a liar 
when I say I love God 
and yet do not help others who are in need? 

• God teaches us: "Parents, love your children, and care for them. 
Children, love and obey your parents." 

Am I kind to others outside my home, 
and miserable with the members of my family? 
How real is the greeting of peace 
I share with my family on Sunday? 
What am I doing to make it more sincere? 
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c) Peace with God 

• The Father says: "Listen to me, 
for I am your God, and you are my people." 

- Do we remember that God is our loving Father? 
Do we pray to him daily, 
taking time and effort to praise him? 
Do we continue to ask for our needs, 
even when he seems slow to answer? 
Do we come together to celebrate Sunday Mass 
as an act of praise and thanksgiving? 

• God reminds us: "Thin sowing means thin reaping."· 

- How generous are we with God? 
Do we take time to work for his glory? 
Do we work for the Church and for the missions? 

- How important - o~ unimportant - is God 
in the life of our family? 
How much time did I spend last week 
on my own amusement and entertainment, 
and how little in God's interests? 

• Jesus assures us: "My grace is sufficient for you." 

- Do I trick myself into thinking 
that I cannot or should not keep God's commands? 
Do I claim it is too hard to be pure, 
or foolish to be honest in business? 

- Do I turn to Jesus in time of temptation? 
- Am I striving to love God with my whole heart, 

with all my mind and all my strength? 
- Do I pray for help to grow in God's love? 

d) World peace 

• Jesus says: "I was hungry and thirsty 
and you would not give me anything." 

What efforts are we making 
at helping hungry nations become self-sufficient? 
Do we ever write our M.P. 
on behalf of positive legislation 
for developing countries? 

• Jesus says: "I was sick and in prison 
and you would not come to visit me." 

Do we make any effort to visit 
the sick and aged in our community? 
Do we ever try to bring joy into their lives? 
Do we work with those who are handicapped? 
Do we pray for the sick and the dying? 
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• Jesus says: "I needed clothing and shelter 
and you would not give me help." 

Are we at all concerned about the needs 
of people who are less well off? 
What are we doing to promote social justice 
in our community and country? 
How is our parish community showing concern 
for people in dire poverty at home and abroad? 

* * * 

Do we ever pray and work for peace in the world? 
Can we honestly pray to God 
if we neglect his sons and daughters? 
Can we call on Jesus in sincere prayer 
if we don't intend to help him in our brothers and sisters? 

Celebrant 

* * 

The time has come; 
God's kingdom is near, 
it is in our midst. 

Turn away from your sins, 

* 

and believe the Good News of our salvation, 
for Jesus has come to save his people! 

10. Silent prayer 

For about five minutes, all remain in silence. Sitting or kneeling as they wish, 
they discuss their way of life with the Lord. 

For those who wish it, the sacrament of penance will be available after the 
bible service. 

11. Community act of sorrow: 

Working with the liturgy committee, the celebrant may develop a form of the 
third penitential rite, or use one of the examples in Guidelines for Pastoral Liturgy 
1973, pages 10-ll. This may conclude with the triple Lamb of God, as at Mass. 

12. Acclamation: 

A song of joy or thanksgiving may be sung by all or by the choir. One of the 
seasonal psalms may be sung, or organ music played to express the atmosphere of 
joy and eagerness to share the peace of the Lord with all. 

Or a brief prayer of the faithful may be based on the theme, ending with the 
Lord's prayer, no. 13. 
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Conclusion of the Rite 

13. Lord's prayer: 

This prayer should be sung by all, as at Mass (CBW, nos. 221-223). The cele
brant may prepare an introduction to this prayer, based on the theme of the service. 

14. Sacred action: 

The celebrant invites all to share the peace of Christ with one another. This 
may be done as at Sunday Mass, or less formally. 

15. Invitation to the sacrament: 

The celebrant invites all to receive the benefits and peace of the sacrament of 
penance. A number of priests will be available for confession and spiritual guidance 
after the closing hymn. 

16. Blessing: 

The celebrant may conclude with a simple blessing, or may use one of the 
solemn blessings or prayers over the people (in the sacramentary, after the order of 
Mass). He may invite all the priests present to join him in the final words of 
blessing. 

1 7. Concluding hymn: 

This may be seasonal, or a song of thanksgiving and praise. CBW, no. 404, 
is a fitting hymn for this moment. · 

Sacrament of Penance 

Those who wish to receive individual guidance and sacramental absolution 
are encouraged to take the opportunity provided by the presence of a number of 
confessors. The choir might sing meditative or seasonal hymns or psalms in a quiet 
manner for the first five or ten minutes after the service. 
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Family Customs 



GIFTS AND GIVING AT CHRISTMAS 

In the perennially popular book, The Prophet, Kahlil Gibran speaks of giving: 

You give but little when you give of your possessions. 
It is when you give of yourself that you truly give. 

A familiar thought. But he adds: 

There are those who give and know not pain in giving, nor do they seek joy, 

nor give with mindfulness of virtue. They give as in yonder valley the 
myrtle breathes its fragrance into space. 

Through the hands of such as these God speaks, and from behind their 
eyes he smiles upon the earth. 

That thought provides a high standard for giving. Yet somehow this season 

helps us reach towards that standard. In a mimeographed Christmas greeting, a 

single school teacher told her friends: "I love this season when the whole world 

is engaged in a conspiracy of love." At a time where there are many sinister con

spiracies abroad, it is grand to see man's capacity for intrigue used in the service 

of love. 

For most of the year we find ourselves driven into getting- producing, grasp

ing, earning. It is a relief to be free to give. We can believe for a time Paul's ringing 

claim, "It is more blessed to give than to receive," remembering that the word 

"blessed" can be translated happy. We are happy because in giving we draw near 

to our true stature as sons of God, made in the image of the giver of life. 

Think for a moment, then, about the nature of giving. A gift expresses two 

feelings - it says something about the giver and something about the one who 

receives. Good giving asks two questions: "What does that person need?" "What 

is an appropriate gift for me to give?" The right gift elicits two familiar responses: 

"Just what I wanted!" and "How like him!" 

Occasionally at Christmas the gift says more of the giver than of the recipient. 

Children tend to give what they would like to receive. Mother on a diet is not sur

prised when the donor himself is willing to help her avoid temptation by sharing the 

new box of candy. This childlike tendency is not confined to children. Husbands' 

choice of gifts for their wives often reveals more about them than about their wives! 

On the other hand, such a choice may display imaginative sensitivity. The 

story is told of a husband who chose, as a Christmas gift, a lovely new dress for his 

wife. He first found one in her proper size and gave it to the clerk to put aside 

until exchange day after Christmas. He then returned to the rack and found a dress 

one size smaller. This he had gift-wrapped for Christmas day! The gift, then, says 

much about the giver and about the one for whom it is intended. 

The two functions of the gift are clear in the following incident. A young man 

had admired a girl for some time before asking her for a first date. He presented 

her on that first occasion with a dozen red roses. Five years later, on their wedding 

Rev. Robert A. Wallace, pastor of Mount Royal United Church in Montreal, member of the Central Com

mittee of the World Council of Churches, and active in ecumenical affairs. 
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day, he phoned to tell her that he was sending her again a dozen red roses. "But 
I still have the first ones you sent me," she replied. "In fact, I'm sending them 
back to you as my wedding gift." He could not imagine what she meant until a 
small parcel arrived, in which he found the dried rose hips, fashioned into a rosary. 
The gift said much about the giver and the receiver. 

This is how it was with the first Christmas gift. In the child of Bethlehem God 
gave what the world needed most, and at the same time revealed his own nature. 
The world's deepest needs are still met by the continuing gift of the presence of 
Christ. Still this Christ is the self-definition of the Father. 

We are made in his image, potentially generous. We find our fulfillment or true 
being when we give. The excitment that is abroad at Christmas is more than senti
mentality, more than contrived commercialism, more than the delight of family 
reunion and words from friends - it is the realization that the true spirit of 
Christmas is our spiritual home. Once a year, we each almost trust our dreams, 
almost risk living the fantastic truth that to find ourselves we must lose ourselves, 
almost feel meaning surge through our lives like a lifting tide - almost, but not 
quite. Yet the "almost" remains better than the drab and unimaginative plodding 
of the rest of the year. 

Back to The Prophet: 

It is well to give when asked, but it is better to give unasked, through under
standing; 

And to the open-handed the search for one who shall receive is joy greater 
than giving. 

Go, then, open-handed, and may God the giver go with you to guide you 
deeper into the wonder of giving. 
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ALL IN THE FAMILY 

Spontaneous prayer - simple, personal and very much related to ordinary 
everyday life- is the usual pattern of our family devotions. We gather around the 
dinner table at the only time of the day when parents and seven children do seem to 
be able to be together. It is at this time, symbolic of the communion table, that we 
are able to be united in prayer. We have found that it is joyous and stimulating to 
vary this prayer by special additions to mark the feast days and to follow the pattern 
of the liturgical year. 

We have always enjoyed the Advent wreath which is the centerpiece for the 
dinner table. The first Sunday, dad blesses it, and each night one of the family 
takes his turn lighting one or more candles. As the number of candles increases so 
does the delight of anticipation for the great feast. 

The children themselves like to be involved in planning and participating in 
extra projects and our favorite one is our own version of an Advent calendar. 

Despite our lack of artistic talent, each year a huge Advent calendar is made 
and hung on the wall. The equipment needed is: 

a) one sheet of cardboard approximately 2 feet by 2 feet 
b) appropriate pictures to be used for each day of Advent, cut out from maga-

zines or old cards (approximately 2 inches by 2 inches) 
c) scissors, glue 
d) a sheet of colored paper, 2 feet by 2 feet 

On the cardboard, in current calendar fashion, paste the appropriate pictures 
for each day of Advent and Christmas Day. Then on the corored sheet cut for each 
day a three-sided flap to open like a book. Superimpose this sheet on top of the 
cardboard, making sure each flap is directly over the picture for that day. 

Open each flap on the appropriate day. 

For different years we have tried different pictures - once we symbolized 
the saints whose day it was plus some Old Testament persons who have special 
significance. But our most successful and, I think, inspiring idea is the one we've 
done the past few years. 

Each picture relates to a biblical quotation which is written on a file card, kept 
beside the Advent wreath and read at the time of lighting the candle and opening 
the flap on the calendar. These sayings I choose at random with an equal sampling 
from the four evangelists. They do not have any necessary connection with each 
other nor are they related to the feast day. Their purpose is to acquaint the children 
more fully with the bible reading, to entice them to explore further on their own 
some of the gems to be found in the bible. The texts are chosen to be readily 
understandable and to be easily applicable in their daily life. (For this purpose, a 
version such as Good News for Modern Man is most useful.) 

Mrs. Bernard (Kay) Feehan, social worker, wife, and mother of seven children ranging in age from 9 to 
18; past chairman of the Edmonton Archdiocesan Ecumenical Commission; presently chairman of the board 
of advisors, Western Catholic Report~r. 
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Often, of course, some explanation is needed, and in fact a lively dinner con

versation often results. Sometimes their beauty and relevance are skimmed over in 

the realistic situation of rush and the pettier concerns of a normal family dinner. 

Some samples of our readings: 

Why, then, do you look at the speck in your brother's eye and pay no attention 

to the log in your own? How dare you say to your brother, "Please let me take 

that speck out of your eye" when you have a log in your own eye? You 

imposter! 
(Mt. 7:3-8) 

You like to have praise from one another, but you do not try to win praise 

from the only God. How then can you believe? 
(ln. 5:44) 

If you love only the people who love you, why should you expect a blessing? 

Even sinners love those who love them. If you do good only to those who do 

good to you, why should you expect a blessing? 
(Lk. 6:32-34) 

If one of you wants to be great, he must be the servant of the rest, and if one 

of you wants to be first he must be the slave of all. For even the Son of Man 

did not come to be served; he came to serve and to give his life to redeem 

many people. 
(Mk. 10:43-45) 

Accompanying the next quotation was a picture of our family taken at a recent 

holiday: 

The man to whom much is given, of him much is required; the man to whom 

more is given, of him much more is required. 
(Lk. 12:48) 

During Lent this past year the project was the stations of the cross with one 

station said every evening - relating again to modern life. Each station had an 

appropriate picture pasted on a medium-sized coloured piece of cardboard, again 

hanging by the table, and the meditation was read aloud by family members in turn. 

The family all look forward to these different kinds of prayer - we laugh a 

lot, think a lot even as we spill the milk and elbow one another at the table. I only 

pray we learn something and do bring our family to a deeper awareness of God's 

presence in our midst. 

An Ethnic Custom: See page 298. 
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MAKING A CRIB 

Christmas is a more meaningful time if the family can make a creative tableau 
to represent the birth of Jesus. One way to create a creche is to use simple materials, 
bright colors and healthy imaginations in a three-dimensional scene of the stable at 
Bethlehem. 

Required materials: strips of plywood, two inches wide and 12 inches long, 
one-quarter inch thick; fabric, string; small pieces of cardboard in different shapes; 
gesso; colored paints; antique glaze; glue. 

What to do: Take the plywood strips and add a triangular piece to the back so 
that it forms a stand for each strip. Using white glue, which dries in a few minutes, 
glue the string in an outline shape of a figure from the nativity scene - Mary, 
Joseph, the wise men; shepherds. Use a smaller strip to represent the crib with an 
infant. Let the string guide the shape. Don't worry about realism, but seek the 
happy flow of curves and twists to suggest the form of people. 

Add cardboard shapes to suggest the head, eyes, hands, etc., or to add a dimen
sional quality to the figures. Fabric, particularly fabrics with texture, can be glued 
to represent clothing within the string outlines. 

When the string, cardboard and fabric are fastened, securely apply several 
coats of gesso. Strive to get a textured finish. When the gesso is dry, paint the 
figures with bright colors, again trying to attain a simple look. 

Finally, apply a heavy coating of antique glaze, then rub off, leaving dark 
patches in the recessed crevices around the string and along the edges of cardboard 
and fabric. The glaze imparts a warm glow to the figure. If you wish, you can add 
touches of gold to highlight areas of the figures. 

Arrange the figures in a simple scene. Children love to rearrange the tableau. 
Let them. 

Mr. Robert Rice, Assistant General Manager, Public Relations, for Canadian Pacific of Canada. He and his 
wife Anne are Montreal Federation Couple for the Christian Family Movement. 
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SIECOND 1riHIOUGIHITS 

A common complaint is that Christmas has become too commercial. "Christ
mas is not what it used to be. People have lost the sense of the celebration. They 
forget whose birthday it is." But what is also forgotten is that the twenty-fifth- of 
December was celebrated as a feast long before it ever became the 'birthday' of 
Jesus. As a matter of fact, it was only slowly and progressively that Christians 
made use of the festive spirit in civil society to celebrate not the revival of the 
unconquered sun but the birth of Jesus, the only true light of the world. 

Very soon after Thanksgiving, the downtown stores begin the drive to make 
this Christmas season 'the biggest one yet. Decoration companies come out with 
something more spectacular. Toy companies invent new ones. And there are all 
kinds of little trinkets and gadgets available for the person who has everything. 

Liturgically, we get into the festive mood only a week to ten days before the 
twenty-fifth and even that is short-lived. Whereas before, the Christmas season 
lasted until the second of February with the. feast of the Purification, now it ends 
with the Baptism of the Lord, the Sunday after Epiphany. 

Let's take a second look at all this. Why not begin a campaign to use to our 
advantage those practices and customs which we have received and which can be 
given Christian meaning? 

Advent is a season of joyous expectation, of preparation for the glorious 
reappearance of Jesus the light of the world. It is a time for us to continue bringing 
about and make visible this light, correcting injustices and in many ways building 
the new earth. 

One example, then. Could we not as Christians give new meaning to the 
colored lights that attract and dazzle us in shopping areas, stores, inside and outside 
of houses, those lights which dispel the darkness, bright colored lights, joyous 
signs'of hope in the dark, desolate and windswept winter evenings and nights which 
we experience? The use of the theme of light at Christmas is a very old one, ex
pressing quite well that Christ the light is bringing light and hope into the world 
and into our lives. We must not allow this symbol to fall into disuse. What an effect 
we could have on others, we who are chosen and invited to be signs of light and 
hope for others and instruments in bringing them about! 

What other practices or customs can you think of that are worth saving? 

Rev. Robert Harris (see page 259). 
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