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-----
About This Issue 

Bulletin #166, "The 15-Minute 
RCIA Book" provided a study 
guide to the Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults for anyone who is 
involved in its implementation. In 
Bulletin #167 we address specific ques
tions and issues encountered in this 
work: 

• why such a long process? 
• why the "hoops"? 
• how do we get the rest of the parish 

involved? 
• what do they do at specific points 

during the celebration of the rites? 
• what kind of catechesis is called for? 
• what are the implications of the Rite 

of Christian Initiation of Adults for cel
ebrating confirmation and first com
munion with children baptized as 
infants? 

• what are the Scrutinies really about? 
• how do we give the liturgy it's proper 

priority during Lent? 
• and what about mixing the baptized 

and the unbaptized in preparation 
for the rites? in the celebration of the 
rites? 
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• how can a hospitable parish even 
think of dismissing catechumens and 
candidates for reception into the full 
communion of the Catholic 
Church? 

For musicians we have two items of 
assistance in our "Music Notes" section: 
one dealing with music for the rites 
of initiation; the other providing guid
ance for music selection from Ash 
Wednesday through Pentecost. 

Once again to assist in scheduling the 
celebration of the Easter Vigil we have 
included in our "Seasonal Notes" an 
indication of the times of nightfall 
across the country. 

The National Office prepared a docu
ment to assist bishops in preparing cel
ebrations during the Jubilee Year 2000. 
This practical resource, "Liturgies with 
Large Groups," has been reprinted here 
in Bulletin # 166 to assist groups across 
the country in preparing for World 
Youth Day. IIJ 



The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 
What Have We Learned? 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults Defines and 

Builds Church 

The Theology of the "Hoops" 

Persons who are involved in the prepara
tion of athletic teams are well aware of 
the paces through which athletes are led 
in order that the end result will be a well
formed athlete and, if called for, a well
formed team. The "hoops" through which 
one is required to pass should be indica
tive of the end result, the final reality. 

It is often said, "the journey is part of the 
goal." The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults is described as a journey, a process. 
"The initiation of catechumens is a grad
ual process that takes place within the 
community of the faithful" (4). "The rite 
of initiation is suited to a spiritual journey 
of adults that varies according to the 
many forms of God's grace, the free coop
eration of the individuals, the action of 
the Church and the circumstances of time 
and place" (5). 

More immediately and with greater preci
sion, it can be said that the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults has as its pur
pose the preparation for and celebration 
of the sacraments of initiation, namely 
baptism, confirmation and eucharist. 
Having reflected on the individual sacra
ments, the General Introduction concludes: 
"Thus the three sacraments of Christian 
initiation closely combine to bring us, the 
faithful of Christ, to full stature and to 
enable us to carry out the mission of the 
entire people of God in the Church and 
in the world" (2). 

Gerald Wiesner, O.M.I. 

This sentence states very succinctly that 
the process of the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults prepares a person to be 
a member of the Church. Consequently, 
the gradual unfolding of the process cre
ates Church. To bring Christ to full 
stature in his members is to create 
Church. To enable persons to carry out 
the mission of Christ is to create Church. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is 
ritual; it is liturgy. In every ritual, and so 
in the ritual of liturgy, what is celebrated 
and deepened is the experience ~xpressed 
in the ritual. In order for a ritual to be 
authentically celebrated it is essential 
that the experience to be celebrated be 
present in the participants. To celebrate a 
ritual without the experience is mere ritu
alism on the part of the participants; it is 
even a lie. The entire process of the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults is to prepare 
people, gradually and authentically, to 
celebrate liturgies initiating them into the 
Christian way of life. It can equally be 
said that the purpose of the process is to 
bring people to the full stature of Christ 
and so enable them to carry out the mis
sion of Christ in the Church and in the 
world. The process has as its purpose the 
creation of Church. Lived and celebrated 
faithfully, the process not only adds mem
bers to the Church, but also clearly 
affirms who the Church is. 

Experience reveals that the core of the 
process of the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Gerald Wiesner is the bishop of Prince George diocese in British Columbia. He has lectured at 
the Summer School in Uturgical Studies at Newman Theological College in Edmonton, Alberta. 
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Adults is to be found in the Period of the 
Catechumenate. The rite affirms that the 
Period of the Catechumenate "is an 
extended period during which the candi
dates are given suitable pastoral formation 
and guidance aimed at training them in 
the Christian life" (75 [Latin 19]). It is 
indicated that this is to be achieved in 
four ways. It is these four ways that build 
Church: catechesis, community, liturgy 
and apostolate. 

Suitable Catechesis and 
Celebrations of the Word 

To begin, there is to be a suitable catech
esis, complete in its coverage, accommo
dated to the liturgical year and solidly 
supported by celebrations of the word. 
This combination of catechesis and cele
bration leads catechumens not only to an 
appropriate acquaintance with dogma 
and precepts but also to a profound sense 
of the mystery of salvation in which they 
desire to participate (75.1 ). It is this type 
of catechesis, solidly based on the word of 
God, that will lead to and support the 
quality of conversion that the authentic 
celebration of the sacraments calls for. 

The Decree on the Church's Missionary 
Activity1 helps clarify what is to happen as 
a result of this catechesis when it says: 
"The catechumenate is not a mere 
expounding of doctrines and precepts, but 
a training period for the whole Christian 
life. It is an apprenticeship of appropriate 
length, during which disciples are joined 
to Christ their Teacher" (14). 

In this catechesis the word of God is to be 
proclaimed. What is to happen here is the 
realization of the Church's teaching on 
sacred scripture as it is found in the 
Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation: 
"The Church has always venerated the 
divine scriptures just as she venerates the 
body of the Lord, since from the one table 
of both the word of God and of the body 
of Christ she unceasingly receives and 
offers to the faithful the bread of life ... 

For in the sacred books, the Father who is 
in heaven meets his children with great 
love and speaks with them: and the force 
and power in the word of God is so great 
that it remains the support and energy of 
the Church, the strength of faith for her 
children, the food of the soul, the pure 
and perennial source of the spiritual life" 
(21). 

When the Acts of the Apostles describes 
the early Christian community it says, 
"They devoted themselves to the teach
ing of the apostles" (2:42). The word of 
God proclaimed, claimed and lived cre
ates Church. 

Community Integration 

It is clear from the beginning of creation 
that God wants community. Humanity 
was created social. God soon called a peo
ple to be God's own and to be the instru
ment through whom God would bring 
about the divine plan. Jesus, in turn, 
quickly founded a community. "He went 
up the mountain and called to him those 
whom he wanted, and they came to him. 
And he appointed twelve ... to be with 
him" (Mark 3:13). This is further con
firmed by the Acts of the Apostles: "They 
devoted themselves to the apostles' teach
ing and to fellowship" (2:42). 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
strongly endorses this community dimen
sion. When speaking of sacraments of ini
tiation it affirms, "Baptism makes us 
members of the Body of Christ ... incor
porates us into the Church. From the bap
tismal fonts is born the one People of God 
of the New Covenant, which transcends 
all the natural or human limits of nations, 
cultures, races and sexes: 'For by one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body"' 
(1267). 

The entire process guided by the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults is to foster 
community, to build up the body of 
Christ. In giving the very purpose of the 

In this article quotations from Vatican II documents are from Walter, M. Abbott, S], The Documents of 
Vatican II, (New York: Guild Press, 1966). 
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process the Decree on Missionary Activity 
of the Church says, "Christian initiation 
through the catechumenate should be 
taken care of not only by catechists or 
priests, but by the entire community of 
the faithful ... Thus, right from the outset 
the catechumens will feel that they 
belong to the People of God" (14). 

With all due respect to "Father Smith 
Instructs Jackson" as a manner of initiat
ing persons into the Christian commu
nity, the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults is unmitigated in its emphasis on 
community and how the candidates are to 
be initiated into the community by the 
community. The community is to be pre
sent by its example and support. The 
community is to be an integral part of the 
catechesis. The presence and participa
tion of the community in the various 
liturgical celebrations of the process is an 
absolute. Again, it is to the community 
that the newly baptized are entrusted in 
order that they may lead a Christian life. 

Liturgical Rites 

In describing other essential ingredients 
of the process the rite teaches: "The 
Church, like a mother, helps catechu
mens on their journey by means of suit
able liturgical rites, which purify the 
catechumens little by little and strength
ens them with God's blessing" (75.3). 

As the Church reflects on herself, the 
liturgy is seen as "the summit toward 
which the activity of the Church is 
directed; at the same time it is the foun
tain from which all her power flows ... 
From the liturgy, therefore, and especially 
from the Eucharist ... grace is channelled 
into us; and the sanctification of persons 
in Christ and the glorification of God, 
toward which all other activities of the 
Church are directed as toward their goal, 
are most perfectly achieved" (Constitution 
on the Sacred Liturgy (CSL),10). 

It is because the Church understands the 
liturgy as an action of Christ the priest, 
and of his body the Church, that it is val
ued as an action surpassing all others. The 

liturgy celebrates the very being of the 
Church. "The liturgy is thus the outstand
ing means by which the faithful can 
express in their lives, and manifest tooth
ers, the mystery of Christ and the real 
nature of the true Church" (CSL, 2). 
Seen in this light the Church calls for full, 
conscious and active participation in 
liturgical celebrations as being demanded 
by the very nature of the liturgy. This par
ticipation by the Christian people is their 
right and duty by reason of their baptism 
(CSL, 14). 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is 
liturgy. It is through this process that per
sons form Church and celebrate Church. 

Apostolic Activity 

In several of his letters Paul speaks of him
self as an apostle; he speaks of his very 
Christian vocation as being apostolic. So 
we read, "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle" (Romans 1:1); 
"Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ 
Jesus by the will of God" (1 Corinthians 
1:1); "Paul an apostle sent neither by 
human commission nor from human 
authorities, but through Jesus Christ and 
God the Father" (Galatians 1: 1). In her 
wisdom the Church underlines this apos
tolic dimension of the Christian life. This 
the Church does in various ways and with 
clarity and strength. 

Perhaps the strongest teaching is found in 
the Decree on the Laity. "For by its very 
nature the Christian vocation is also a 
vocation to the apostolate. No part of the 
structure of a living body is merely passive 
but each has a share in the functions as 
well as in the life of the body. So, too, in 
the body of Christ, which is the Church, 
the whole body, 'according to the func
tioning in due measure of each single part, 
devises its increase' (Ephesians 4:16). 
Indeed, so intimately are the parts linked 
and interrelated in this body that the 
member who fails to make their proper 
contribution to the development of the 
Church must be said to be useful neither 
to the Church nor to themselves" (2). 
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The Decree on the Missionary Activity of 
the Church picks up on this and applies it 
directly and e;x;{'>lieit:ly -to -the·· eateehu
mens. "Since the life of the Church is an 
apostolic one, the catechumens should 
also learn to cooperate actively, by the 
witness of their lives and by the profes
sion of their faith, in the spread of the 
gospel and in the upbuilding of the 
Church" (14). 

Throughout the catechumenate process 
the matter of apostolic formation is given 
strong emphasis. In introducing the 
Period of the Catechumenate the rite 
affirms, "Since the Church's life is apos
tolic, catechumens should also learn how 
to work actively with others to spread the 
gospel and build up the Church by the 
witness of their lives and by professing 
their faith" (75.4 ). 

Building the Body, 
Building Church 

In quick review one sees that in the 
process of the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults the body of Christ is being built 
up. Through the proclamation of the 
word of God, the making present of 
Christ in and through the word pro
claimed, people gather and respond. Pope 
Paul VI, in Evangelization in the Modem 
World, affirms, "Those who sincerely 
accept the good news, by virtue of it and 
the faith which it generates, are united in 

the name of Jesus so that they may 
together seek the kingdom, build it up 
and~im{'>lement it in their own lives. In 
this way they establish a community 
which becomes itself a herald of the 
gospel" (13).2 

In the words of Pope Paul VI we see that 
the power of the proclamation of God's 
word is such that it unites people to Jesus, 
it unites them to one another in commu
nity and empowers them to become her
alds of the gospel, to be apostolic. These 
persons, gathered around Jesus and form
ing community with one another, realize 
the fullness of the gift that is theirs and 
celebrate this in liturgy. 

All of this simply relates the unfolding of 
the process of the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults. The Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults defines and builds 
Church. 

Stories have a way of portraying and 
teaching the truth in a lasting manner. In 
a recent class a middle-aged woman 
revealed that she is a cradle Catholic and 
has been the principal of a Catholic 
school for the past 11 years. She added: "I 
have been a Catholic principal of a 
Catholic school for the last three years." 
The transformation happened through 
direct involvement in the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults. IIJ 

2 Austin Flannery, OP, General Editor, Vatican Council II Vol. 2, (Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 
1982), 715. 
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The Parish: 
An Initiating Community 

The Problem 

It's Sunday morning fifteen minutes 
before the liturgy is to begin. The people 
have begun to gather and a few notice 
that there is more commotion than nor
mal at the doors. One woman asks, 
"What's going on, is something special 
happening?" The response is from a cat
echist, "Yes, today we are celebrating a 
rite of initiation." The woman begins to 
respond ... 

From your own experience, how would 
the woman respond to the news that the 
liturgy is going to include a rite of initia
tion? In our hearts we long to believe 
that the response would be one of joy 
and excitement. We would like to 
believe that the response would reflect a 
sense of belonging and involvement. 
Pastorally, we know that the response 
should be one of welcome and joy per
haps even excitement! 

The ritual is clear: 

[T]he people of God, as represented 
by the local Church, should under
stand and show by their concern that 
the initiation of adults is the respon
sibility of all the baptized. Therefore 
the community must always be fully 
prepared in the pursuit of its apostolic 
vocation to give help to those who 
are searching for Christ. . . . At the 
celebrations belonging to the period 
of the catechumenate, the faithful 
should seek to be present whenever 
possible and should take an active 
part in the responses, prayers, singing 
and acclamations. (9) 

Catherine Ecker 

Would our lived experience be in har
mony with the response that lies in our 
heart? Would our years as a presbyter, 
catechist, sponsor, choir director or litur
gical minister lead us to expect a 
response of joy and excitement? Would 
our ritual lead us to expect a response of 
joy and excitement? 

In the last twenty or so years parishes 
throughout North America have worked 
to implement the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults. Today, priests and cat
echists alike could provide testimony as 
to the joys and struggles of striving to be 
faithful to the vision of the rite. 
Undoubtedly the testimonies would 
include stories of the gift that the rites of 
initiation have been to a local parish as 
well as the struggles to prepare cate
chists, recruit sponsors and educate the 
parish about this wonderful thing called 
the "RCIA." Amongst the list of strug
gles would be the frustration of helping 
the people who sit in the pews Sunday 
after Sunday to recognize that they have 
a role and responsibility in the process of 
initiation. Pastors, catechists and direc
tors of the catechumenate tell stories of a 
parish community that believe the 
"RCIA" is something that happens on 
Tuesday evenings and does not have an 
impact on the life of others present in 
the Sunday community. How do we 
begin and continue to assist the people 
of God who gather week after week to 
recognize and embrace their role in the 
process of Christian initiation? 

Catherine Ecker works in the Catholic Office of Religious Education, archdiocese of Toronto, 
and is the coordinator of sacramental catechesis in her parish. Her work involves the implemen
tation of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, sacramental catechesis and faith forma
tion of adults. She and her husband live in Barrie, Ontario with their two children. 

Volume 34 • Number 167 • 201 



Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults • The Parish: An Initiating Community 

Toward a Solution 

Before we can answer how we can assist 
the people of God in their role as pd
mary ministers of initiation, we may 
need to step back and examine why it 
has been so difficult for God's people to 
grasp and fulfill that role. In reflecting 
on why it has been difficult we may dis
cover how we can assist the baptized in 
embracing their role. 

Watch Your Language! 

The Vocabulary of the Rite 

The first place we can look to under
stand why the people of God do not feel 
involved or readily accept their role is 
our use of language. When the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults was pub
lished in Canada in 1987 it was not 
uncommon to hear criticism of the lan
guage in the rite. People lamented the 
terms, "catechumen," "catechumenate," 
"mystagogy" and "neophytes." It is 
understandable that the language was a 
challenge, for it was unfamiliar to most. 
Catechumenate team members who 
embraced the language discovered that 
with usage and the passage of time peo
ple did become comfortable with this 
new vocabulary. 

The Acronym 

Unfortunately in our haste or desire to 
make things simpler we adopted an 
acronym to speak about the initiation 
process of adults. The letters "RCIA" 
quickly became the way to speak about 
the period of evangelization, catechume
nate, period of purification and enlight
enment and mystagogy. We used the 
letters to refer to everything from a cate
chetical session during the catechume
nate, to "breaking open God's word," 
and the celebration of the sacraments of 
initiation at the Easter Vigil. This 
acronym has not served the Church well. 

People in a parish who were not inti
mately involved with the initiation 
process came to understand that "the 
RCIA" is the class for people wanting to 
convert or to become Catholic. With 
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this understanding in place it is reason
able that the celebration of the rites can 
be·viewecl -as an intrus-ioN into the life of 
those who are already Catholic. 

Using the acronym to speak of catechet
ical sessions seems reasonable and effi
cient. For example you may read in a 
parish bulletin something such as, 
"RCIA will be held on Tuesday evenings 
in the parish hall from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Call the parish to register for this impor
tant group." The intent of this notice is 
clear and it is concise; however it does 
not reflect a vision that is in harmony 
with the rite. It takes a little more time 
and space to speak of "the catechetical 
sessions for adults seeking information 
and/or preparing for initiation"; however 
it more accurately describes what is hap
pening. Our language is important. 

This acronym and phrases such as 
"classes for those wanting to be 
Catholic" do not serve us well, for it does 
not describe what is happening; nor does 
it respect the important distinction 
between those who are not baptized and 
those who are already Christians 
(though in some cases not catechized) by 
baptism. It is easy to believe that people 
understand the "RCIA" as another 
"group" in the parish, much like the 
women's group, the Knights of Columbus 
or St. Vincent de Paul. If this is how peo
ple understand the initiation process it is 
little wonder that they are surprised or 
dismayed when this "group" is taking the 
spotlight at the Sunday liturgy. Through 
a less than precise use of language we 
handicap people in understanding the 
vision of The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults. 

Communicate Clearly 

If we want people to understand what is 
happening within the liturgical life of 
the parish we need to make a concerted 
and deliberate effort to communicate. 
The ways we communicate with the 
Sunday community will directly affect 
how well people are able to actively par
ticipate in the life of the Church. 
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Including notices in the parish bulletin 
about those preparing for initiation is a 
beginning. A short notice explaining the 
importance and place of the rite within 
the context of the initiation process will 
allow for basic education. In some parish 
situations publishing the coming sched
ule for the parish will allow people to 
plan ahead and to arrive a little earlier so 
that they are not surprised by the addi
tion of a rite. Skeptics may be saying, 
"People do not read the bulletin." 
Although it is true that not everyone 
reads the bulletin, some people do and 
gradually the parish will become 
informed. 

Prepare Thoroughly 

Preparing to celebrate the rite requires 
communication between the presider, 
the director of music, ministers of hospi
tality, altar servers and, when necessary, 
the lectors. The preparation for the cele
bration of a rite is integral to and lays a 
solid foundation for full participation by 
the people. Naturally, leaving this prepa
ration to the last week or even to the day 
of the rite will inhibit full participation. 

The ritual allows for adaptation when 
necessary, which means that each parish 
community will need to determine the 
most appropriate place for people to 
stand and sit as well as the most suitable 
acclamations. If we ask the catechumens 
or candidates and sponsors to stand 
across the front of the church, it is 
understandable that the people sitting in 
the pews will think of themselves as 
spectators or an audience. 

Practicing the acclamations before the 
liturgy and having a cantor to lead the 
assembly will foster participation. The 
full use of microphones will allow cate
chumens or candidates and sponsors to 
be heard when they answer questions or 
give testimony. 

One Vision, One Model 
Perhaps you are reading this, doing a 
mental checklist and saying, "Yes we do 
all of this, and still the people do not see 

themselves as actively involved in this 
process." My experience tells me that our 
language, communication and prepara
tion are all essential, however it is not 
sufficient when we are working within a 
faulty framework. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is 
the normative way our Church prepares 
for and celebrates the sacraments of ini
tiation: baptism, confirmation and 
eucharist. The General Directory for 
Catechesis states that the baptismal cate
chumenate is to be the inspiration for 
catechesis in the Church. (90) 

Does our experience of all the sacra
ments of initiation reflect the above 
statements? Do we consistently prepare 
for and celebrate the sacraments of initi
ation in a way that reflects, embodies 
and respects the baptismal catechume
nate as the inspiration for all catechesis? 
Do we consistently celebrate the sacra
ments of initiation in a manner that the 
sequence of the sacraments is respected 
and the unity of the rite is highlighted 
and visible to all? Does our parish consis
tently celebrate the sacraments of initia
tion with infants, youth and young 
children in a way that reflects and 
empowers the people of God to fulfill 
their role as ministers of initiation? 
(Christian Initiation General Introduction, 
7, RCIA, 9 [Latin 41]). In parishes 
throughout North America, experience 
will support that the answer to the above 
questions is a resounding, No! 

Our sacramental theology is clear. 
Sacraments are communal and their cel
ebration is not private. Our pastoral 
practices do not always illustrate or por
tray this truth. The people of God will 
begin to embrace their role as active par
ticipants in the initiation process when 
they see the three sacraments of initia
tion consistently celebrated in the midst 
of the believing community. In parishes 
where the celebration of confirmation 
and first eucharist have been restored to 
the Sunday liturgy, the people slowly, 
ever so slowly, begin to recognize that 
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the celebration of the sacraments is not 
about "me and Jesus". 

When a parish is able to celebrate bap
tism with infants during the Sunday 
liturgy, it is one step closer to celebrating 
what we believe and what we teach. The 
perceived obstacles to celebrating the 
sacraments of initiation are numerous. 
As an experienced catechist and a con
sultant to parishes and members of parish 
liturgy committees, I have named and 
heard most of the objections. 

I have also discovered how a (large) 
parish community changes when the 
sacraments of initiation are celebrated 
during the Sunday liturgy. It is my belief 
that our single greatest obstacle to full 
participation in the rites of initiation by 
the people of God is that we have differ
ent models of initiation operating simul
taneously and we create a conflicting 
picture. All God's people regardless of 
age, status or gender are to be initiated in 
the midst of the believing community. 
We are saved in community. In our 
Church we are gathered as the one body 
of Christ. We are in union with God and 
one another. It is time for our rites of ini-
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tiation to be celebrated in a manner that 
supports and reflects that unity. 

In order for this reality to be made visi
ble, a parish community must be deliber
ate when preparing for and celebrating 
the sacraments of initiation. The Church 
asks this of us and it is no less than the 
people of God have a right to expect. 
When a parish community begins to cel
ebrate infant baptism, confirmation and 
first sharing in holy communion during 
the Sunday liturgy, the people of God 
will not immediately grasp and embrace 
their role. It takes time for change to 
begin to affect our minds and spirits. 

It's Sunday morning fifteen minutes 
before the liturgy is to begin. The people 
have begun to gather and a few notice 
that there is more commotion than nor
mal at the doors. One woman asks, 
"What's going on? Is something special 
happening?" The response is from a cat
echist, "Yes, today we are celebrating 
baptism with an infant." The woman turns 
to her son and husband and says, "Great, 
let's find a seat so we can see every
thing." III 



The Initiating Community: 

Assembly Required 
The participation of the parish commu
nity in the celebration of all sacraments, 
especially the sacraments of initiation 
(baptism, confirmation, eucharist), is pre
sumed by the nature of the sacraments and 
is essential to their celebration; neverthe
less, the place of the community is prob
lematic today. By this I mean that many 
parishes have lost the sense of community 
participation in sacramental celebrations. 
In the popular view, sacraments are essen
tially private affairs concerning the priest 
(deacon), the families involved, and a cir
cle of friends. 

There are many reasons for this attitude. 
Our culture emphasizes the personal and 
individual to the detriment of the com
munal. However, lest all the blame be 
placed on the culture, let me state that the 
place and time we celebrate the sacra
ments has contributed much to this popu
lar view. Many sacramental celebrations 
take place outside the Sunday eucharist. 
Baptisms are commonly celebrated in the 
afternoon with only the family and a few 
friends present. Due to the bishop's sched
ule, confirmation is rarely celebrated at 
the Sunday eucharist; when it is, most 
parishioners do not attend because it will 
be too long, or there will not be enough 
room, or it is celebrated in the afternoon. 
The same may be said for first commu
nion. Marriages and funerals are also seen 
as concerning family and friends; increas
ingly, ordinations are approached with the 
same mind set as weddings. 

In this light, the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults presents a unique opportunity 

Some Rubrics 
John G. Hibbard 

and challenge to regain the ecclesial or 
broadened familial dimension of the 
Church. In fact, the initiation of adults 
and older children only makes sense if we 
bear this in mind. The involvement of 
the assembly must be seen as an underly
ing principle of the rites of Christian ini
tiation. 

Another principle is that candidates for 
initiation are never left alone. They 
should not come to church alone, sit 
alone, or stand alone. They are always sur
rounded by sponsors, godparents, family 
and the members of the assembly. This is a 
fundamental operating principle and 
dynamic of the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults. 

Initiation is a process of integration into 
the community. This means that there are 
three essential ingredients: the persons 
desiring entrance into the Church, the 
process, and the Church or parish com
munity. Thus, initiation cannot happen 
without the community. While tradition
ally the sponsors or godparents represent 
and speak for the community, this does 
not absolve the parish community from 
playing its role in welcoming new mem
bers. In fact, if any one of us were joining 
a club we might think twice about it if no 
members of the club were present for our 
initiation. Unfortunately this happens all 
too regularly in initiation into the 
Church. Little wonder the sacraments 
have lost their communal dimension and 
are seen as private "family" affairs at which 
no one is expected to attend, except those 
on the official guest list. 

John G. Hibbard is the pastor of Saint John Bosco Parish and the Master of Ceremonies for the 
Archdiocese of Kingston. He holds a Masters degree in liturgical studies from the University of 
Notre Dame. 
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The Ministry of the 
Whole People of God 
In the Introduction to the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults there is a section enti
tled "Ministries and Offices." This section 
summarizes the role of the assembly or 
parish community (9 [Latin 41]). It makes 
the following points: 

The people of God, as represented as 
the local Church, should understand 
and show their concern that the ini
tiation of adults is the responsibility 
of all the baptized. Therefore the 
community must be fully prepared ... 
to help those who are searching for 
Christ .... Hence the entire commu
nity must help the candidates and 
catechumens throughout the process 
of initiation. 

1. During the period of evangeliza
tion and pre-catechumenate, the 
faithful should ... show themselves 
ready to give the candidates evi
dence of the spirit of the Christian 
community and to welcome them 
into their homes, into personal con
versation, and into community 
gatherings. 

2. At the celebrations ... the faithful 
should seek to be present whenever 
possible and should take an active 
part in the responses, prayers, 
singing, and acclamations. 

3. On the day of election, ... the 
faithful ... should be sure to give 
honest and carefully considered tes
timony about the catechumens. 

4. During Lent, the period of purifi
cation and enlightenment, the 
faithful should take care to partici-

. pate in the rites of the scrutinies and 
presentations and give the elect the 
example of their own renewal in the 
spirit of penance, faith, and charity. 
At the Easter Vigil, they should 
attach great importance to renewing 
their own baptismal promises. 

5. During the period immediately 
after baptism, the faithful should 
take part in the Masses for the 
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neophytes (newly-baptized), that is 
the Sunday Masses of the Easter sea
son, welcome the neophytes with 
open arms in charity, and help them 
to feel more at home in the commu
nity of the baptized. 

The rubrics of the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults say very little else about the 
assembly except to presume their pres
ence. This silence does not mean that it 
has an unimportant role. As the above 
quotation from the Introduction tells us, 
the parish community has an extremely 
important role. Parishioners are invited to 

take seriously the apostolic mission of the 
Church; to make known by word and deed 
that God's grace has been communicated 
to this world through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; to be an inviting and hospitable 
community that opens its arms, homes in 
witness to the candidates at the various 
stages of their journey; to be a community 
of lively faith and joyful celebration in 
their worship; to share their own story of 
faith development with and listen to those 
of the candidates and catechumens; to be 
with them in prayer during the various 
rites; and to welcome them as brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Without this presence 
and action, the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults is only a series of empty rites and 
ceremonies. This important role now 
needs to be developed. 

Rite of Acceptance into 
the Order of Catechumens 
Informal discussions and contacts with 
members of the Church have led some 
individuals to a moment of decision. Their 
first encounters with Christians may not 
have been at the Church, but may have 
been with Catholic co-workers, neigh
bours, or people they have encountered in 
their daily routine. The period of inquiry 
was made fruitful both by the disposition 
of the individual inquirers and by those 
with whom they have had contact. The 
work of the parish community has already 
begun through its individual members 
who are sent out from the eucharist to be 
the presence of Christ in the world. 
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The fruit of this initial inquiry leads to 
an initial public commitment in the 
Rite of Acceptance into the Order of 
Catechumens. 

Receiving the Candidates 

The rubrics (48 [Latin 73]) state that the 
candidates for the catechumenate, their 
sponsors, and a group of the faithful gather 
outside the church or inside at the 
entrance, or another suitable place. 
Several things happen here: an informal 
greeting (as opposed to the liturgical 
greeting) with an introduction to the rite, 
an opening dialogue, the candidates' first 
acceptance of the gospel, affirmation by 
the sponsors and the assembly, signing of 
the candidates with the cross, prayer and 
invitation to celebrate the word. 

These rites in general, and the first accep
tance of the gospel in particular, make 
more sense from the perspective of the 
assembly than they do on the part of the 
candidates; therefore they should happen 
in the sight of the assembly. If necessary, 
the action may have to be moved in order 
that this be made possible. The priest and 
the sponsors know these candidates, and 
even some members of the parish may 
know them. This is their introduction to 
the whole parish community. 

The role of the community is to listen to 
their first (that is, public) acceptance of 
the gospel, to welcome them into their 
midst and do what they do every Sunday: 
listen to God's word and respond to it. 
Since initiation is a slow process and it 
takes time to fully appreciate all the ele
ments of being Church, the candidates are 
introduced to the elements of Christian 
worship one by one. They do not partici
pate in the elements of intercession and 
thanksgiving at this point. 

Perhaps the role of the community might 
be described as curiosity which leads to 
satisfaction, which leads to acceptance. 
Having heard their sponsors (and mem
bers of our community) testify that these 
individuals are sincere in seeking the faith, 
the members of the parish community 

open themselves to the seekers. The 
Church claims them for Christ by the sign 
of the cross. This is the dynamic of the 
Rite of Reception. 

The signing with the cross is very mean
ing-laden. In my experience, those in non
Christian traditions do not use this sign. 
Even Protestants, while they strongly 
appreciate the role of the cross in salva
tion, are reluctant to make the sign of the 
cross. This seems to be a sign of Catholic 
Christians. To make this sign of the cross 
on the forehead of the candidates for the 
catechumenate is a significant step. 

Liturgy of the Word 

The catechumens enter the church in a 
procession with those who gathered at the 
entranceway. The celebration of the word 
takes place in the usual way. The assembly 
begins to teach the catechumens how to 
engage in a communal and ritual celebra
tion of the word. Foremost we listen to 
God's word, then, we respond, first in 
silence and reflection and then by joining 
in the refrain of the psalm, which further 
aids reflection on the word and is our com
munal response to God's word. This can 
be further ritualized by the presentation of 
the gospels or bible to the catechumens, 
and, if desired, a cross, for which the 
assembly remains seated. 

Next the assembly stands and prays for the 
catechumens (and for the Church and 
world) in intercessory prayer. This is the 
assembly praying for the catechumens, 
technically the catechumens are not pray
ing with us at this point; they are the 
object of prayer and not the subject of 
prayer. This reality is further demonstrated 
by the concluding prayer over the cate
chumens. If desired, the assembly may 
express its solidarity in prayer by extend
ing their hands towards the catechumens 
as the sponsors place their right hand on 
the catechumens' shoulders. 

The catechumens are then dismissed from 
the assembly. The intent of the dismissal 
is that the catechumens continue to 
reflect on the readings and share their 

Volume 34 • Number 167 • 207 



Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults • The Initiating Community: Some Rubrics 

experiences with the help of some of the 
faithful, that is, the parish team. The 
assembly remains standing for the Creed 
and the general intercessions. 

Once the community has celebrated the 
Rite of Acceptance with them, the cate
chumens continue to celebrate the liturgy 
of the word with the parish community, 
Sunday by Sunday. This means that they 
learn how to listen and respond to God's 
word in the assembly and how to take it 
home for further reflection. They only learn 
this by what they observe and experience. 

In addition, parishioners should be aware 
of the catechumens' presence in order to 
introduce themselves, welcome them, and 
invite them into the fellowship of the 
community and their homes. The cate
chumens also continue to meet with a 
parish team in order to reflect on the 
word, share their life journey and ask ques
tions about faith, the Church or what they 
have experienced. 

Rite of Election or 
Enrollment of Names 
When the community feels that the cate
chumens' formation has progressed suffi
ciently and that they are sincere in their 
desire to join the Church and follow 
Christ, the catechumens are called to pre
pare more intensely for the sacraments of 
initiation (105 [Latin 134]). While accep
tance into the order of catechumens may 
be celebrated anytime so that new cate
chumens may be welcomed any number of 
times throughout the year, the Rite of 
Election is only celebrated at the begin
ning of Lent, usually on the First Sunday 
of Lent. Celebrating the Rite of Election 
belongs to the bishop of the diocese (1 08 
[Latin 135]), and the rite would normally 
be celebrated at the diocesan cathedral 
with the bishop presiding. 

The function of this rite is twofold: the 
leader of the local Church (the diocese) 
formally calls these catechumens to initia
tion and the parish community formally 
accepts the elect into its midst as it seeks 
renewal during Lent. Thus it is important 
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that there be representatives from the 
parish present at the Rite of Election in 
the cathedral. 

Presentation of the Catechumens 

After the homily, a priest associated with 
the catechumens' initiation, or a deacon, a 
catechist, or a representative of the com
munity, presents the candidates to the 
bishop and the assembly. The assembly 
remains seated as the catechumens who 
are to be declared "elect" come forward 
from their place in the assembly with the 
sponsors or godparents. 

Affirmation by the 
Godparents and Assembly 

The bishop speaks to the assembly to 
explain why the Church has called these 
people forward and to let them hear the 
witness of the sponsors. It is appropriate 
that the bishop then ask for the commu
nity's approval. This might be done by 
applause or by a sung acclamation for 
which the assembly remains seated. 

Invitation and Enrollment of Names 
and Act of Admission or Election 

The catechumens publicly express to the 
bishop and community their desire to seek 
full entrance into the Church as baptized 
members. 

Intercessions for the Elect 

The assembly now stands in order to pray 
for the elect. Sponsors and/or godparents 
place a hand on the shoulder of each elect. 
The members of the assembly may express 
their support in some way, perhaps by 
extending both hands, especially during 
the prayer over the elect. 

Dismissal of the Elect 

If the eucharist is to be celebrated, the 
elect are dismissed. 

Rites within the Period of 
Purification and Enlightenment 

Scrutinies 

Lent is described as the Period of Purifi
cation and Enlightenment. During this 
time the Christian community seeks to 
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deepen its appreciation of baptism by 
repentance, works of mercy and prayer. 
The parish community supports the elect 
by taking seriously its own baptismal call, 
by accentuating the baptismal character 
of Lent, and by engaging in prayer and acts 
of penance, charity, forgiveness, and 
mercy. 

On most Sundays of Lent, the community 
prays publicly for the elect in the 
Scrutinies (see 125 [Latin 21, 152]). 

Scrutinies force the elect and the commu
nity to acknowledge the power of evil in 
order to appreciate salvation in Christ. 
The pastoral notes (128 [Latin 25, 254]) 
state that the Scrutinies are designed to 
uncover, and then heal what is weak, 
defective or sinful in the hearts of the 
elect. In honesty, the community is 
invited to acknowledge its own struggle 
with evil and the triumph of Christ over 
sin, death and evil. These are vividly por
trayed in the readings for year A, which 
are used by communities celebrating the 
Scrutinies. 

Ritually, all three Scrutinies are similar in 
format. After the homily the assembly is 
invited to stand and pray for the elect. This 
invitation to prayer is also addressed to the 
elect. The godparents place their right 
hands on the shoulders of the elect. The 
elect bow their heads or kneel for a period 
of silent prayer. Then all stand for the inter
cessions and remain standing throughout 
the rite. The Scrutinies end with two 
prayers. The first is addressed to God the 
Father, and the second is addressed to 
Christ. Between the two prayers, the priest
presider lays hands on each of the elect, one 
by one. The assembly can also express its 
solidarity with the priest and the elect by 
extending their hands toward the elect and 
praying in silence. 

Presentations 

During the weekdays of Lent there are pre
sentations. During the Third Week of 
Lent, the Creed is presented to the elect 
by its proclamation by the assembly. 
During the Fifth Week of Lent, the gospel 

story of Jesus' bestowal of the Lord's Prayer 
is proclaimed in the presence of the elect. 
(Both these presentations assume that the 
elect have been dismissed from the 
Sunday assembly, and therefore, have not 
heard these texts proclaimed in and by the 
assembly.) Some members of the commu
nity-at-large should be present. 

Celebration of Initiation 
The Easter Vigil celebration calls for 
movement among various focal points: 
gathering outside for the blessing of the 
new fire, procession into the church to lis
ten to God's word, procession to the bap
tismal font, procession to the altar for the 
eucharist. 

After the homily the rites of initiation 
begin with the procession to the font and 
the blessing of water. Every church is dif
ferent in its architecture and so each 
parish community will have to plan 
accordingly. The ideal is for all to join in 
procession with the elect to the baptismal 
font while singing the litany of saints. 
Where the font is located at or near the 
altar, the assembly will stand and sing the 
litany of saints after the elect have come 
forward. 

The elect are usually called forward and 
presented to the community before the 
litany of saints is prayed. The litany of 
saints is the time for the whole community 
to pray for the candidates for baptism-con
firmation-eucharist; it is a solemn moment 
when the Church on earth calls upon the 
Church in glory to be one with us. If not 
walking in procession, the godparents may 
place their hand on the shoulder of each 
candidate. The whole assembly will 
remain standing until the preparation rites 
of the liturgy of the eucharist. 

During the blessing and thanksgiving over 
the water, both the sacramentary and rit
ual book provide for an acclamation that 
may be sung following the prayer (or even 
at different points during it). Ideally the 
whole assembly will be gathered around 
the font; if this is not possible, they may 
turn and face the font. 
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The assembly listens as each candidate for 
baptism rejects sin and professes faith 
in the Triune God. After each of the 
baptisms, the assembly may join in the 
singing of an acclamation, such as the 
Alleluia. 

Following the baptisms, the presider 
(bishop or priest) invites the assembly to 
pray once again for the newly baptized, 
this time for the outpouring of the Spirit. 
A significant period for silent prayer 
should be respected. In the many events of 
the Easter Vigil, this invitation to prayer 
often gets lost. (The same happens at con
firmation of young adults as well.) 

The newly baptized pray with the commu
nity for the first time and as full members 
of the Church in the general intercessions. 
It has been the custom of my parish to 
pray the intercessions at the place of bap-

Catechesis: 

Checking Our Blueprint 
Throughout the liturgical year a parish 
receives telephone calls from individuals 
seeking information about "becoming a 
Catholic." The reasons are as unique as 
the people and their experiences. The 
parish team may respond to the inquirer in 
a variety of different ways; however in due 
time each of the inquirers will enter into a 
time of pastoral formation. When the 

tism-confirmation, so that the whole com
munity can process with our gifts to the 
altar. Aft@f· al~ the eucharist is the climax 
of initiation and the starting point of com
munity life for the newly baptized, as well 
as for the whole community; 

Especially during the Sundays of Easter, 
the community continues to support the 
newly baptized as the eucharist becomes a 
regular and normal part of their life. We 
all gather each Sunday to celebrate the 
eucharist in memory of the Lord Jesus. We 
gather to give thanks to God for our 
salvation in Christ and to live this new 
life that never gets old or routine. With 
the ongoing process of initiation, the 
Christian community can never take itself 
or the eucharist for granted. We are con
stantly renewed by our witness to others 
and the witness of new members to us. IIJ 

Formation or 
Information? 

Catherine Ecker 

inquirer is unbaptized, our Church calls 
this time of pastoral formation the Period 
of the Catechumenate. 

The catechumenate is specifically for the 
unbaptized inquirer who has celebrated 
the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of 
Catechumens. The rite is celebrated at 
various times during the liturgical year, 
thus the Period of the Catechumenate 

Catherine Ecker warks in the Catlwlic Office of Religious Education, archdiocese of Taronw, 
and is the coordinawr of sacramental catechesis in her parish. Her wark involves the implemen
tation of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, sacramental catechesis and faith forma
tion of adults. She and her husband live in Barrie, Ontario with their two children. 
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may begin at different times in the liturgi
cal cycle. The rite states: "The catechu
menate is an extended period during 
which the candidates are given suitable 
pastoral formation and guidance, aimed at 
training them in the Christian life" (75 
[Latin 19]). 

A Book for Everyone! 
A popular misunderstanding that needs to 
be corrected is the assumption that the rit
ual book is for the presbyter to consult 
prior to presiding at one of the rites. This 
misconception has lead to members of 
parish initiation teams viewing the initia
tion journey through a lens that is out of 
focus. It is helpful, wise and indeed neces
sary for all members of the initiation team 
to read and re-read the pastoral notes for 
each period and the information on the 
celebration of the rites. 

From reading the rite it becomes clear that 
the time of pastoral formation and guid
ance is different from the picture that may 
be encountered in various parishes. My 
experience tells me that some parish teams 
have made bad decisions because they or 
those making the plans are not familiar 
with paragraph 75 in the ritual book. In 
such parishes the members of the initia
tion team have been told or have assumed 
that the Period of the Catechumenate is 
designed to teach Catholic prayers, 
traditions, customs and dogmas. Without 
a doubt, it is important to stress that cate
chesis is but one element of this period; all 
too often parish initiation teams have 
designed and perfected a course curricu
lum that is stretched or reduced to be com
pleted in a predetermined period of time 
set aside for the catechumenate. Although 
catechesis is important it is only one of 
four ways that the catechumen is given 
suitable pastoral formation and guidance. 

A Four-Dimensional Structure 
The sentence that begins paragraph 75 
that provides information and indeed the 
blueprint for the Period of the Catechu
menate. The Rite of Acceptance states 
that the dispositions manifested at the 

time of the inquirer's acceptance into the 
catechumenate are brought to maturity 
during this lengthy period of formation. 
Paragraph 75 describes in some detail how 
pastoral formation and guidance are 
achieved. The catechumenate involves 
catechesis that is gradual and complete 
and accommodated to the liturgical year. 
The catechumenate is a time for the cate
chumens to become immersed in the life 
of the community. Throughout this 
period, the catechumens are present for 
Sunday worship and various liturgical rites 
(75.1,2,3). The fourth way in which the 
catechumen receives pastoral formation is 
through apostolic works. "Since the 
Church's life is apostolic, catechumens 
should also learn how to work actively 
with others to spread the Gospel and build 
up the Church by the witness of their lives 
and by professing their faith" (75.4). 

From one reading of paragraph 75 it is evi
dent that the catechumenate is not simply 
a time to study the dogmas and doctrines 
of the Catholic Church. The catechume
nate involves catechesis, life in the com
munity, worship and witness. The vision 
of the rite cannot be captured nor 
enfleshed in a course curriculum or a par
ticular program for adult education. Being 
attentive to the vision and words of the 
rite will force us to refocus and perhaps 
make some major changes in the way the 
catechumenate is conducted. 

Baptized, Unbaptized: 
Different Needs, Different Paths 
In parishes throughout North America 
the people who come asking about 
"becoming Catholic" are either unbap
tized or baptized. The catechumenate is 
only for the unbaptized. How do we pre
pare those who are baptized and seek to 
"become Catholic"? The time of prepara
tion involving catechesis, life in the com
munity, worship and witness is intended 
for all those who are preparing for full ini
tiation into life in Christ. 

The Canadian ritual provides specific rites 
for the baptized person ( 455ff.). The rite is 
referring to baptized people who were bap-
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tized in infancy or as young children and 
have received no catechetical formation. 
The difference between an unbaptized 
person and a baptized person must always 
be respected. The baptized are referred to 
as "candidates for confirmation and 
eucharist" and the catechesis and rites 
acknowledge the dignity of their baptism. 

"Christian initiation is a process. It takes 
time for the baptismal faith of the candi
dates to mature as they are taught about 
the Christian faith and as they begin to 
live it more fully" (458). The blueprint 
laid out in the rite is familiar; we read that 
the time of formation will be connected to 
the liturgical year and "include catecheti
cal instruction, liturgical celebration, liv
ing the Christian life, and giving Christian 
witness" (458, 459). Although the cate
chumenate is for the unbaptized, it is evi
dent that the paths of the catechumen and 
candidate will cross as they journey 
through the time of pastoral formation 
and guidance. 

Making the Move 
Moving away from a picture of the cate
chumenate or time of pastoral formation 
as a course to be completed will raise ques
tions for people. This shift can be 
described as moving from an educational 
model to a model that is rooted in the 
liturgical year and centred on the paschal 
mystery. Pastoral formation that is rooted 
in the liturgical year and centred on the 
paschal mystery is not knowledge or pro
gram driven. 

Formation guided by and in harmony with 
the liturgical year and rooted in the 
paschal mystery will be shaped in part by 
the life experience of the catechumens or 
candidates. In our day-to-day lives we 
encounter our crucified, risen and glorified 
Lord calling us to come and live life in 
abundance. To encounter God and to 
learn discernment of what God has in 
mind for us is to be engaged in a process of 
conversion. Catechesis that is gradual and 
connected to the liturgical year will lay 
the foundation for conversion and for liv
ing as a fully active member of the 
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eucharistic community. Is this not the goal 
of the initiation journey? 

Discerning Readiness for 
the Rites 
When passing on knowledge is not the 
only focus of the catechumenate, members 
of the initiation team may wonder how are 
they going to know when a person is ready 
or has "learned enough" to celebrate the 
next rite. There may be comfort in think
ing that catechumens or candidates have 
completed the program, finished the cur
riculum and are now ready to celebrate the 
sacraments; unfortunately acquiring suffi
cient knowledge is not an indicator that a 
person has been converted to life in 
Christ. We know that initiation is not 
about passing a test or completing so many 
chapters in a book. Knowledge is not a 
guarantee that a person has embraced the 
cross of Christ, is thirsting for the waters of 
rebirth and longs to be participating in the 
heavenly banquet. The completion of a 
particular program is not an indicator that 
a person is ready to celebrate the sacra
ments of initiation. 

Asking the "Rite Questions" 

The Unbaptized 

The rite gives us direction. Prior to cate
chumens being declared members of the 
elect and ready to celebrate the sacra
ments of initiation at the next Easter Vigil, 
the sponsors (godparents) give testimony 
as to the readiness of the catechumens. 
The bishop asks if the catechumens have 
listened faithfully to God's word pro
claimed by the Church, if they have 
responded to the word and begun to walk 
in God's presence, and if they have shared 
the company of their Christian brothers 
and sisters and joined with them in prayer. 
(118 [Latin 144, 145]) From these ques
tions the initiation team knows how to 
discern if the catechumen is ready to cele
brate the sacraments of initiation. More
over, the questions point to a framework 
for the catechumenate. 
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The Baptized 

The rite also provides guidance for dis
cerning when baptized candidates are 
ready to complete their Christian initia
tion. The rite marking the final period of 
preparation includes testimony by the 
sponsors. The sponsors are asked if the 
candidates have listened faithfully to the 
word of God proclaimed by the Church, if 
they have reflected on the meaning of 
their baptism into the dying and rising of 
the Lord, if they have reflected sufficiently 
on the Church's tradition, and if they have 
seriously tried to follow the commands of 
Christ by loving God and neighbour. 
Again the questions provide the tools 
both for discerning readiness and for shap
ing the time of pastoral formation. 

Hearers of the Word 
The word of God proclaimed by the 
Church is an important part of the pastoral 
formation. It is noteworthy that the spon
sors (godparents) are asked if the catechu
men or candidate has faithfully listened to 
God's word as proclaimed by the Church. It 
is clear that the listening is not done in iso
lation or private. Our conversion to life in 
Christ is rooted in the life of the commu
nity. We have a personal relationship with 
God and we live our faith in community. 
This question is not asking if the catechu
men or candidate has studied scripture. The 
study of scripture is important; however it is 
not the point of the question. 

Listening faithfully to the word of God 
happens when we gather Sunday after 
Sunday. As the liturgical seasons unfold, 
moving us deeper into life in Christ we 
hear again and again of the wonderful 
deeds that our God has done and is doing 
in our midst. Through the proclamation of 
God's word we encounter the real pres
ence of Christ (see Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy, 7). The word of God nur
tures, nourishes and transforms us. 
Through listening faithfully to the word of 
God we are transformed. 

Kindly Dismissed 

The Church clearly recognizes the impor
tance of the word of God. The catechu
mens will be brought to the table of the 
eucharist through the waters of baptism 
and the sealing with chrism. But we know 
that they are not yet ready to celebrate 
baptism and confirmation and join us at 
the table of the eucharist, so we provide 
them with an opportunity to feast on 
God's word. The Rite of Acceptance into 
the Order of Catechumens admits them to 
the table of the word. 

It is true that candidates for reception into 
full communion have been baptized; how
ever they do not share full union yet, so 
the Church asks the candidates to gather 
to be nourished by the word of God until 
they are able to profess full union with the 
Church. They too are dismissed. 

Once the Rite of Acceptance into the 
Order of Catechumens (or the Rite of 
Welcome for Candidates) has been cele
brated, the catechumens and candidates 
are invited to leave the main assembly 
each Sunday after the homily and to 
gather in an appropriate, but not too dis
tant, space in which to reflect further on 
the word that has just been proclaimed. 
This session is often referred to as the dis
missal; in fact the dismissal is the action in 
which the catechumens and the catechist 
are sent from the main assembly. The ses
sion, the time of reflection that follows, is 
devoted to breaking open God's word. The 
reflection continues until the ass~mbly of 
the faithful is dismissed to go in peace to 
love and serve the Lord and one another. 
The catechumens and candidates are then 
able to join their sponsors, families and fel
low parishioners for fellowship. 

In some parishes the catechumens and 
candidates are not dismissed. Although 
team members and perhaps pastors may 
provide excuses for this practice, it is diffi
cult to imagine authentic pastoral or prac
tical problems that are encountered when 
catechumens and candidates are invited 
to spend time being nourished by the 
word of God, the real presence of Christ. 
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The act of sending catechumens fonh to 
reflect on God's word is actually an act of 
hospitality.1 This time spent reflecting fur
ther on God's word and in panicular the 
gospel of the day is not to be confused 
with a time for "educational" catechesis. 

{It is imponant to note that a candidate 
who is fully catechized would not be part of 
the time of pastoral formation described 
above and therefore would not be dis
missed. A thorough reading of Part II chap
ter 5 will provide a fuller understanding of 
the preparation for catechized candidates.) 

Encountering the Word of God 

What does this time of reflecting on God's 
word look like? It is imponant to state 
clearly that this is not a mini catechetical 
session or an exercise in exegesis. The 
study of scripture is wonderful and has an 
imponant role in our Church; however 
this time is devoted to listening carefully 
to God's word and letting that word find a 
home in our hearts and lives. 

The catechist or leader of this session 
spends time preparing by reading and 
reflecting on the scriptures and consulting 
a reliable commentary on the readings. 
The time spent with the catechumens 
(and candidates) is devoted to listening 
attentively to the gospel as it is proclaimed 
and then, after a time of silence, reflecting 
on a question such as: What did you hear? 
What will it cost you? What difference 
will this gospel make in your life today, 
this week? 

This time of reflection and sharing fosters 
an appreciation for the word of God. This 
time is not to be a discussion of the homily 
or an exegesis of scripture. It may be safe 
and perhaps not too threatening to 
approach the word of God as an academic 
subject, but it is the Living Word that 
transforms our very lives. We are people of 
the word and each Sunday the community 
of believers gathers to feast at the table. 
We must provide this nourishment for the 
catechumens (and candidates). 

Mentoring Apprentice Christians 

H<!!!c!s Qn ~pt~rien~e 
Becoming involved in the life of the com
munity (the parish) is an imponant pan of 
the catechumenate or time of pastoral for
mation. It is by walking and working side
by-side with fully initiated members of the 
parish that the catechumens and candi
dates are able to be active apprentices. A 
lengthy time of pastoral formation allows 
for the apprentice to become familiar with 
the life of the disciple. Joining others in 
apostolic works will assist in forming the 
catechumen and candidate in a way of life. 

The Period of Mystagogy 
Is Too Late 

The life of an apprentice Christian 
involves catechesis, personal prayer, wor
ship and apostolic work. Each of these 
components is an integral pan of the jour
ney to full and abundant life in the 
eucharistic community. Recognizing that 
the time of pastoral formation encom
passes more than catechesis will invite or 
demand that parish initiation teams make 
some adjustments to the period of the cat
echumenate. 

The catechumens and candidates will 
need to be connected with the social min
istry in the parish as well as the larger 
community. The rite does not suggest that 
the task of becoming connected to the 
larger parish is left until the time of myst
agogy; nor does it suggest that mystagogy is 
the appropriate time for the neophytes 
and the newly received to be introduced 
to the various parish groups and liturgical 
ministries. The fifty days of Easter are the 
time for the entire community and the 
neophytes together to "grow in deepening 
their grasp of the paschal mystery and in 
making it pan of their lives through med
itation on the Gospel, sharing in the 
eucharist, and doing the works of charity" 
(234 [Latin 37]). 

For funher insight into this aspect of the process see "The Hospitality of Dismissal" on p. 241 of this issue 
of the Bulletin. 
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A Firmer Foundation 
The impact of paragraph 75 on the parish 
catechumenate may be small at the begin
ning; yet over time it will become clear 

that the blueprint provided there will and 
must alter the shape, length and character 
of the pastoral formation. III 

Are We Preparing for 
Sacraments or Initiating 

Children? 

D uring the past three years Mary 
Queen of Peace Parish, in St. 
John's, Newfoundland, found itself 

in the midst of a paradigm shift: from a 
program of sacramental preparation for 
confirmation and eucharist to a catecheti
cal process inspired by the adult catechu
menate. This article is an attempt to 
articulate what this process looks like in 
one pastoral context. 

Pastoral Context 
The emphasis on sacramental preparation 
programs is relatively new in our cultural 
context. Traditionally, participation in the 
Sunday Assembly was the way we were 
prepared to enter fully in the sacramental 
life of the Church. This worked quite well 
when families worshipped together every 
Sunday and were supported by a Christian 
community. But, when people continued 
to request sacraments without participa
tion in the sacramental life of the Church, 
there arose a felt need for sacramental 
preparation programs. The intent was that 
a program might reconnect these individu
als with the Sunday assembly and would 
equip them to participate fully, actively 
and consciously in the community and its 
worship. 

Gerard Whitty 

In our cultural context, sacramental 
preparation had two dimensions: parish 
and school. For confirmation and 
eucharist, most of the preparation was 
done as part of the religious education cur
riculum in the Roman Catholic school 
system. Parents and parish were minimally 
involved in the school program. While 
the more recent revisions of the school 
program endeavoured to incorporate the 
catechetical insights of Vatican Council's 
ecclesiology and sacramental theology, 
parish sacramental programs tended to 
emphasize membership in the Church, the 
moral life, and instruction in the teachings 
of the Church. The parish involvement 
was limited to immediate preparation, 
mainly in liaison with the Grade 8 
teacher. 

With the loss of the Roman Catholic 
denominational school system in 
Newfoundland, however, sacramental 
preparation was no longer taught as part of 
the curriculum, leaving the responsibility 
completely with parents and parish. When 
we invited parents at one of our initial 
meetings to tell the story of their confir
mation and communion as children, we 
were surprised at their memories. We were 
amazed at how powerful the approach of 

Gerard Whitty, a presbyter in the arcluliocese of St. John's, NF for 32 years, is a member of the 
Arcluliocesan Uturgical Commission, and a presenter with the North American Forum on the 
Catechumenate. He holds degrees in liturgy, religious education and ministry. 
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the denominational school system and a 
particular model of Church had on the 
experience of the parents. Here are -SGme 
of the ways that sacramental preparation 
programs, both school and parish, have 
shaped the experience of parents, pastors 
and community. 

Parents 

• Because family life is so fragmented 
today, many parents were finding it diffi
cult to spend quality time with their chil
dren. Even the sharing of meals together 
was becoming rare and more difficult. 

• Most parents felt totally inadequate to 
prepare their children for living the 
Christian life. They had lost their con
fidence as first teachers of their chil
dren in the ways of faith. 

• More and more parents say that they 
and their families are not connected to 
parish life. They make the effort for 
Christmas and Easter with the effect 
that the liturgical year is no longer a 
factor in their day-to-day lives. 

• Getting children to eucharist Sunday 
mornings became a battle, a major dis
ruption for family life. 

• Parents spoke of the poverty of family 
ritual and family prayer. 

• Their experiential description of the 
Christian life was in terms of vague 
moral rules. 

• Parents were unaware that their own 
experience around confirmation and 
eucharist was shaping their expecta
tions of their child's preparation. 

• Parents with diverse denominational 
backgrounds posed unique challenges. 

Children 
• Children are open and eager to hear 

the gospel and respond to it. 
• Like their parents, children today live 

very busy lives with sports, music, 
school, and work. 

• The children are heavily influenced by 
the culture of entertainment and vio
lence. 

• The children have a weak sense of 
belonging to the parish community. 

• Children like being with their peers in 
learning environments. 
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• Parents informed us that their children 
do not like coming to church because 
their peers.are .not present. 

Parish Community 

• For the most part, the parish commu
nity have become spectators at sacra
mental moments. 

• Our parishioners had become unaware 
of their crucial role as a community in 
sacramental preparation and celebra
tion, leaving it to the teachers, the pas
tor or the pastoral assistant. 

• While adults spoke of the absence of 
children and young people in the 
Sunday assembly, they saw no need to 
change how things were being done. 

Critical Questioning 
Our first meeting with parents on the 
parish level, after the loss of the denomi
national school system, forced us to do 
some critical thinking around sacramental 
preparation programs. As pastors and pas
toral assistants, we began to ask some crit
ical questions. What are the goals of 
sacramental preparation programs and are 
we achieving them? Why are we following 
one process for initiating adults in to the 
life of the community and a completely 
different program for children who are 
asking for the initiation sacraments of 
confirmation and eucharist? Who is the 
minister of confirmation and eucharist? 
Whose role and work is it to catechize 
children for sacraments? Is catechesis a 
matter of information for children and for
mation for adults? 

As parents shared their story and named 
their experience around sacraments, it 
became clear to us as pastors that sacra
mental preparation programs were simply 
not working. We began to see that couples 
marry in the Church and then leave; par
ents bring their children for baptism and 
rarely return; parents present their chil
dren for confirmation, eucharist and 
penance and depart. The local assembly 
does not see, know, meet with, or become 
in any way involved with those who 
request sacraments. There is no real rela
tionship--personal or communal-with 



Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults • Are We Preparing for Sacraments? 

parents and children seeking sacraments. 
The emphasis in sacramental preparation 
is on the program that begins and ends 
rather than on life-long participation in 
the life of the Church; on membership 
rather than on discipleship; on informa
tion rather than on formation in the 
Christian life; on class and grade rather 
than on conversion demanding discern
ment and readiness; on doing things rather 
than hearing and doing the Word; on 
sacraments as isolated, almost magical 
moments rather than on events along 
one's spiritual journey. 

A Fresh Vision 
Naming our story and practice around 
sacramental preparation is one thing; 
changing our approach became a very dif
ferent challenge. The implementation in 
the parish of the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults, the publication of the General 
Directory For Catechesis and an examina
tion of the Directory for Masses with 
Children became the tools that we used to 
develop a different approach and process. 
The process that we designed and which is 
still evolving, looks like this: 

• parent meetings and workshops 
• a rite of welcome for families 
• period of catechesis centred on word, 

worship, community and mission 
• period of discernment 
• rite of enrolling names 
• period of Lent 
• celebration of sacraments in the liturgi

cal season of Easter 
• post-sacramental catechesis. 

Meeting with Parents 
We made a shift to spend more time with 
parents than with children. We decided to 
work with the parents and let them work 
with the children. Our first meeting is 
spent sharing personal stories of confirma
tion and eucharist and critically reflecting 
on them. We outline our alternative 
process and explain where it comes from 
and the reasons for using it. When the par
ents are comfortable with the process, we 
plan some workshops to empower them to 
do their work. 

Rite of Welcome 

Rather than single out the child and wel
come the child's request for sacraments, 
we welcome the whole family. The cele
bration is within the context of a Sunday 
liturgy. We say clearly that this is the role 
and work of the family and of the commu
nity. We adapt the Sunday eucharist 
according to the Directory for Masses with 
Children. The rite of welcome is an adap
tation of the rite of welcome in the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults. 

Period of Catechesis 
Drawing on the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults as our inspiration and model, our 
catechesis emphasizes word, worship, 
community and mission. 

Word of God 
Because parents were constantly asking us 
to tell them what a child must know 
before receiving a sacrament, we kept 
referring them to the word of God. This 
tends to scare parents at first, because the 
Church has ingrained in them a sense that 
they are unable to teach their children, 
especially using the word of God. To dispel 
this tension we did several things: 

For Home and Family 

Parents who were requesting confirmation 
and eucharist for their children were 
encouraged to pray the Sunday gospel at 
home as a family rather than discuss it as in 
bible study. We outlined a way for a family 
to pray the Sunday gospel at home as a 
family and we asked them to resist every 
attempt to tum it into bible study class. 
We put on a short workshop modelling 
how this can be done in a family setting. 

Each week we researched the gospel read
ing for the following Sunday, placed it in a 
format that was user friendly for parents, 
put it on the back page of the bulletin 
each week, and invited parents to use it as 
an instrument in preparing for the home 
prayer with scripture. 

For Sunday Eucharist 

Since baptized children belong to the 
assembly, we decided to keep the assembly 

Volume 34 • Number 167 • 217 



Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults • Are We Preparing for Sacraments? 

together around the table of the word. 
Therefore, children who had not partici
pated fully at the table of the eueharist, 
stayed with the whole assembly for the 
liturgy of the word. 

We adapted the liturgy of the word using 
the norms in the Directory far Masses with 
Children. We cut out difficult parts of the 
readings, sometimes shortened readings, 
and sometimes omitted readings that were 
beyond the capacity of children. We 
always proclaimed the gospel. We also 
changed our style of preaching; our homi
lies made an effort to include children's 
experience. 

Children who had been admitted to share 
at the table of the eucharist but who were 
not confirmed remained around the table 
of the eucharist, while those who were 
preparing for eucharist were dismissed 
after the homily to continue being nour
ished with the word of God. The back 
page of the bulletin, with its simple and 
clear process for dismissal catechesis with 
children, became an instrument the par
ents could use at home to continue 
reflecting on the word with the children. 

The children preparing for eucharist were 
dismissed after the homily and their par
ents took their tum leading the liturgy of 
the word with children during the Sunday 
dismissal; parents who were not Roman 
Catholic welcomed this opportunity to be 
involved in the process. 

The families whose children were request
ing confirmation continued to pray the 
gospel reading at home as a family, but also 
met for several retreats on Sunday after
noons. The pastors worked with the par
ents while leaders worked with the 
children. 

Worship 

Participation in the Sunday assembly is a 
key dimension of catechesis for confirma
tion and eucharist. One of the most 
important keys to catechesis is the liturgi
cal year. Yet, parents do not see the need 
for participation in the weekly Sunday 
eucharist. Increasingly we experience par-
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ents and children in our assembly who 
know only bits and pieces of the gospel 
story;Everything else; sports, music, ballet 
seems to take priority over the Sunday 
assembly. Parents shared with us that chil
dren find the Sunday eucharist boring. We 
gave them a copy of the Directory far 
Masses with Children, inviting them to read 
it and see if implementing it would help. 

As pastors we strongly advocate for 
Sunday participation and pledge that we 
would do whatever we could to help chil
dren participate fully, actively and con
sciously. Later on we would point out that 
their absence from the Sunday assembly is 
a sign that some people are not ready for 
confirmation and eucharist. Some par
ents, in dialogue with their children read 
the signs and mutually decide to delay 
confirmation and eucharist. 

Community 

When parents at the initial meeting told 
their personal stories of confirmation and 
communion, their key memories were the 
white dresses and veils, the warnings not 
to get them dirty, their communion class, 
their Grade 2 teacher, the gifts and the 
party afterwards. Not one parent men
tioned the role and presence of either the 
local parish community or of their parents 
and family. When we brought this to their 
attention they were naturally surprised 
and shocked because they knew that both 
had to have a role. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
insists that the initiation of new members 
is the "responsibility of all the baptized." 
Confirmation and eucharist is the business 
of the local community. As pastors we 
decided that sacraments must become the 
business of the parish once again. By this I 
mean that the whole community must be 
involved in welcoming, supporting, cate
chizing those who request any of the seven 
sacraments. Sacraments cannot be cele
brated without the presence of the local 
community. Gone are the days of cele
brating confirmation and eucharist on a 
Monday night with the seats reserved for 
school community. These are not events 



Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults • Are We Preparing for Sacraments? 

that concern only the immediate family 
and the school community. 

We had to intentionally work with the 
community trying to form them to take up 
their responsibility once again. We also 
took two Sundays, using the bulletin and 
the Sunday assembly, to call people to take 
up their responsibility. 

One area in which we as pastors did not do 
enough formation was around the role of 
sponsors. We believe that the local com
munity has to take another look at the role 
of the children's baptismal sponsors and 
their presence at confirmation and 
eucharist. Rather than honorary figures or 
good friends of the family, sponsors 
become the link between the child and 
the community; one who can hand on 
their faith; who can introduce the child to 
the community; who models what the 
Christian life is like. The reality in most 
cases is the very opposite. Sponsors are fre
quently non-churchgoers who rarely see 
the child after baptism and who do not 
live the Christian life. The catechetical 
challenge here for the local Church still 
awaits our attention. 

Mission and Service 

When families prayed the word at home 
and when we broke open the word in the 
homily and in the dismissal catechesis in 
the bulletin, we made it a point to bring 
out the service and mission dimension for 
children and families. We outlined possi
bilities that were practical and doable at 
home, in a public school setting, and at 
the mall. For example, in the season of 
Advent-Christmas there was the "Giving 
Tree." The parish food bank put a tree in 
the foyer of the church. On each branch 
was a small card with a food item for 
Christmas hampers. We invited families to 
choose something that was within their 
budget and bring it to mass. At Sunday 
mass the children brought their gift for the 
poor forward in the procession for the 
preparation of the altar and the gifts. We 
also provided children with opportunities 
for formation in the various liturgical roles 
that were available to them. During Lent-

Easter, Canadian Catholic Organization for 
Development and Peace (CCODP, 
"Development And Peace") initiatives 
became important in raising awareness 
among families of the demands of the 
gospel for justice toward the poor of the 
world. 

Period of Discernment 
As we celebrated Sunday eucharist week 
after week, we invited parents to pay 
attention to their children's response to 
the word, to Sunday worship, and to the 
community. Toward the end of January we 
suggested to parents that they engage their 
children in a serious conversation about 
their readiness. They needed to discern as 
a family if their child was ready for confir
mation or eucharist. We strongly suggested 
that the children not be forced to cele
brate the sacraments this year; if they were 
not ready then the parish would still be 
here next year. 

The Rite of Enrollment 
of Names 

Two Sundays before Ash Wednesday we 
placed a special book near the baptismal 
font. We invited the families who were 
ready to celebrate confirmation and 
eucharist within the Easter season to sign 
their names either before or after 
eucharist. Then on the Sunday before 
Lent we celebrated their decision within 
the Sunday eucharist. We invited parish
ioners to take the name of a family and 
pray for them throughout Lent and Easter. 

The Period of Lent 
We began to celebrate Lent as a parish 
retreat. We cut out all the extra parish 
meetings and refused to add extra ser
vices-all the things that can make this 
liturgical season a busy time. In our homi
lies we tried to bring out both the reconcil
iation and baptismal dimensions of the 
Sunday eucharist. Anytime we had the 
elect in our midst during the season of Lent 
for the celebration of the Scrutinies we 
used the lectionary readings from cycle A. 

With the help of the parish liturgical com
mittee we tried to expose families to a 
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variety of prayer experiences, for example, 
Taize prayer, prayer of lament, morning 
and evening prayer from the Jit1u:gy -ef 
the hours. The parish coordinator for 
Development and Peace did good work in 
raising family awareness of the demands of 
peace and justice; it is another dimension 
of mission and service. It was a time to 
stress the centrality of Jesus Christ and our 
relationship with him. 

Celebration of the Sacraments 

Because some people are traveling for 
Easter, and because work schedules are 
more complicated, it is difficult to set a 
date hoping that it will be suitable for 
everyone. What we have done is to set a 
date with the bishop when he will be pre
sent for confirmation. For those who can
not make this date, the bishop delegates 
the pastor. The parish community cele
brates confirmation and first eucharist 
within Sunday eucharist on each of the 
seven Sundays of the Easter season with 
those who are ready. On Pentecost 
Sunday, a parish celebration in the parish 
hall is planned for all the families who cel
ebrated baptism, confirmation and 
eucharist during the Easter Season. 

Post-Sacramental Catechesis 

During the seven Sundays of Easter the 
homilists try to link the Sunday gospel, 
the experiences of the families who cele
brated the sacraments, and the mission of 
the Church. When the newly baptized 
adults are present the connections are 
even easier to make. Children love it 
when we incorporate and allude to their 
life experiences in the homily. For two 
years now we have invited the families to 

gather for a catechetical session sometime 
within the Easter season. We share our 
stories of the whole process, do a ritual, 
and enjoy some pizza and sofr dinks. 
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Conclusion: Spiritual Journey 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and 
the General DirectOry far Catechesis chal
lenge the people of our local community 
to make a sea change in their approach to 
the celebration of sacraments. Instead of 
school class and grade, the Christian life is 
a spiritual journey that "varies according 
to the many forms of God's grace, the free 
co-operation of the individuals, the action 
of the Church and the circumstances of 
time and place." If we are to respect this in 
the lives of children, the local community 
must make it their business to apprentice 
children in belonging to the community 
and to catechize children before and after 
the celebration if it is to take hold in their 
lives. 

What we are attempting to do is put Jesus 
Christ at the centre of our lives, and nur
ture that intimate relationship with word, 
worship and community. This process 
emphasizes discipleship for the kingdom, 
calling each person into ministry and ser
vice. Instead of isolated moments in the 
life of the person, the family and the com
munity, sacraments presume and call us 
into conversion. One comes to belong to 
the community gradually, over time; the 
faith development of the child must be 
honoured, with rituals that express and 
celebrate God's grace in the life of the 
child. These documents given to us by the 
Church encourage us to look for conver
sion in the life of the person requesting the 
sacraments. The Holy Spirit does work in 
the lives of children, children do live the 
paschal mystery; they do become con
verted to God; they do have a personal 
relationship with God. Rituals support 
and celebrate God's action; otherwise 
sacraments become a little more than 
magic. !IJ 



What's All This Talk 
about 11Scrutiny"? 

For the elect, the Period of Purifica
tion and Enlightenment is a time of 
immediate and intense preparation 

for the Easter sacraments. For the commu
nity, it is a time to rally round the elect, to 
offer them the fullness of spiritual support 
as the body of Christ and the Spirit-filled 
household of God. The Scrutinies, cele
brated on the Third, Fourth and Fifth 
Sundays in Lent, are an eloquent witness 
to the community's genuine pastoral care. 

The Use of the Term "Scrutiny" 
We need to distinguish between two kinds 
of scrutiny: the Church's scrutiny of the 
catechumens and the elect's scrutiny of 
themselves. The Church's scrutiny of the 
catechumens takes place most importantly 
before they are chosen for Christian initia
tion, hence before admission to the Rite of 
Election or Enrollment of Names. The 
elect's scrutiny of their own lives is a major 
component of the Period of Purification 
and Enlightenment and, in the celebra
tion of the Scrutinies, the Church assists 
the elect in this crucial endeavour. 

The Importance of the Rites 
As the elect approach the decisive event 
of the passage to new life in Christ, they 
need the full collaboration of the commu
nity that surrounds them. Baptism is about 
dying and rising in Christ and, in prepara
tion for this sacrament, the elect struggle 
with matters of the heart: the dedication 
of their lives to the glory of God. For all of 
the elect, the Scrutinies provide much
needed support. 

The Scrutinies Are for the Elect 
The Scrutinies are designed specifically for 
the elect. Thus, neither baptized uncate
chized Catholic adults who are preparing 
for confirmation and eucharist, nor bap
tized Christians preparing for reception 

into the full communion of the Catholic 
Church, nor, in the absence of any of 
these, the faithful themselves, are the sub
ject of the Scrutinies. (To this should be 
added the observation that the Scrutinies 
are never a substitute for the penitential 
rite at the beginning of mass, with which 
the Scrutinies have nothing in common.) 
Although the Scrutinies are exclusively 
on behalf of the elect, it is, of course, the 
Christian assembly that celebrates them. 
Hence the parish's liturgical ministers 
assume their usual roles within the cele
bration. 

The Sundays of the Scrutinies 
Following a pattern established by the 
Roman Church as early as the fourth cen
tury, the Scrutinies are celebrated on the 
Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays in Lent. 
There may, of course, be an occasion 
when, for pastoral reasons, this pattern 
cannot be followed (see 133 [Latin 159]), 
but whenever possible, the Scrutinies 
should take place within the Sunday 
assembly, since the presence and partici
pation of the community is central to 
these rites. As a caution, history teaches us 
that the removal of the Scrutinies from 
the Sunday liturgy and their placement on 
weekdays in the seventh century was a 
clear sign of the decline of the catechume
nate. 

The Ritual Masses 
The ritual masses, "Christian Initiation: 
The Scrutinies," are used for the celebra
tions during which the Scrutinies take 
place (see Sacramentary, 436--438). At first 
glance this may appear to be an intrusion 
on the regular progress of the season, but 
this is surely not the case. It should be 
borne in mind that the catechumenate 
lies at the origin of Lent and that the fast 
was first prescribed for the elect. During 
those early times, the faithful freely kept 
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much of the fast themselves, but primarily 
to support the elect on their journey to 
Chris~;ian ifiitiatien and- the-paschal:-feasc 
Only at a later date did this fast become 
mandatory for the community as well. 
Since the whole of what we came to call 
Lent was ordered to the needs of the elect, 
it is not at all surprising that we celebrate 
these ritual masses during the course of the 
season. 

Preserving the Three Scrutinies 
Given the importance of the Scrutinies, it 
is understandable that they are a pre
scribed part of the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults. There can be special circum
stances that will affect individual members 
of the elect; however, it is the bishop 
alone, "on the basis of some serious obsta
cle," who can dispense from one scrutiny 
and "in extraordinary circumstances" even 
from two (34 .3 [Latin 66]). 

The Celebration 
The three Scrutinies follow an identical 
pattern (see 137-143 [Latin 160-166, 
378-379], 151-164 [Latin 167-173, 
382-383]). The general outline is as fol
lows: 

• Readings 
• Homily 
• Invitation to Silent Prayer 
• Intercessions for the Elect 
• Exorcism 
• (Song) 
• Dismissal of the Elect 

Readings 

At the mass at which the Scrutinies are 
celebrated, the readings from Year A are 
always used (133 [Latin 159]). The gospel 
texts present Christ the Redeemer as "the 
Living Water (gospel of the Samaritan 
woman in the First Scrutiny), the Light of 
the World (gospel of the man born blind 
in the Second Scrutiny), [and] the 
Resurrection and the Life (gospel of 
Lazarus in the Third Scrutiny)" (130 
[Larin 157]). 

These gospel texts proclaim the wonderful 
works of God accomplished in Christ. 
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They open the eyes of the elect to the 
goodness and power of God, and they 
help the elect tb scrutinize their liveS in 
the light of the good news of salvation and 
to open their hearts completely to the gift 
of God. Thus they lead the elect forward 
to embrace the paschal mystery of Jesus 
Christ. 

As the community stands to celebrate the 
gospel, it surrounds the elect with a 
dynamic witness to the faith by which it 
lives. This witness offers a powerful sup
port to the elect on the spiritual journey of 
Lent. 

It is interesting to note that, beginning 
with the Sunday of the First Scrutiny, the 
gospel selections shift abruptly to the 
gospel according to John. This is an 
ancient Roman tradition that suggests, as a 
number of exegetes have maintained, that 
John's gospel was written precisely as a cat
echesis for baptism. 

The Introduction of the LectiOTUlry for Mass 
(Second edition [1981]), noting the major 
importance of these gospel texts for 
Christian initiation, indicates that "they 
may also be read in Year B and Year C, 
especially in places where there are cate
chumens" (97). 

In view of the importance of the scriptural 
proclamations on the three Sundays of the 
Scrutinies, parish lectors should prepare 
the readings with special care. 

Homily 

Like the readings, the homily will, of 
course, be directed toward the entire 
assembly. The gospels, with their strong 
baptismal imagery, apply both to the elect, 
who are making their way toward 
Christian initiation, and to the faithful, 
who will be renewing their baptismal 
promises during the celebration of the 
paschal feast. During the course of the 
homily the celebrant explains the mean
ing of the Scrutiny "in the light of the 
Lenten liturgy and of the spiritual journey 
of the elect" ( 138 [Latin 161] and parallel 
texts). 
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The homily is obviously of critical impor
tance in unfolding the rich meaning and 
significance of the scriptural proclama
tions. 

Invitation to Silent Prayer 

After the homily, the elect, together with 
their godparents, come forward. When 
they are in place, the celebrant invites the 
assembly and then the elect to pray. 

Since the assembly always stands for 
prayer, the celebrant should first ask every
one to stand and then offer the call to 
prayer. This active engagement of the 
faithful is a sign of their solidarity with the 
elect on their journey, an expression of the 
importance of prayer in the progress of 
purification and enlightenment, and an 
exercise of the spiritual power of the peo
ple of God, who are the living temple of 
the Holy Spirit. The elect, too, are called 
to prayer, for personal conversion is possi
ble only under the hand of God. They 
either stand with bowed heads or kneel for 
this time of prayer. Standing would nor
mally serve the purpose well. 

The period of silent prayer should extend 
"for some time" (153 [Latin 169]) since it 
is genuine prayer that is called for by the 
rite. 

Intercessions for the Elect 

The intercessions are an important pan of 
the Scrutiny. They emphasize the primary 
place of God in the enterprise of conver
sion and they provide a clear focus both 
for the prayers of the assembly and for the 
self-scrutiny of the elect. 

Those preparing the liturgy may find 
option B to be the most effective set of 
intercessions, since it relates more specifi
cally to the gospel text. While "both the 
introduction and the intentions may be 
adapted to fit various circumstances" ( 140 
[Latin 163]), the exemplary texts are suc
cessful in addressing the central issues of 
conversion to Christ. 

There is an option relating to the inter
cessions for the elect that requires some 
attention (see the bracketed paragraph of 

140). This option allows intentions for the 
Church and the whole world to be added 
to the intentions for the elect. Then, after 
the scrutiny has been celebrated, the gen
eral intercessions and the profession of 
faith are omitted, and the liturgy of the 
eucharist begins with the preparation of 
the gifts (143 [Latin 166]). 

While this option might at first appear 
attractive, it suffers an inherent weakness 
by compromising the distinction between 
the intercession for the elect and the gen
eral intercessions. To appreciate the value 
of this distinction, one must remember 
that the general intercessions are a priestly 
prayer that the faithful offer in union with 
Christ, the great High Priest, at the throne 
of God and that, by the most ancient tra
dition, it is the first prayer in which the 
neophytes take part. It would seem advis
able to avoid this option. 

The elect stand for the intercessions and 
the sponsors place their right hand on the 
shoulder of the elect. Since the sponsors 
are representatives of the community, this 
gesture signifies and expresses the assem
bly's support for the elect as they scrutinize 
their lives. 

Exorcism 

The Scrutinies are reinforced by an exor
cism (128 [Latin 23, 154]). The Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults tells us that, in 
the rite of exorcism, "the elect, who have 
already learned from the Church as their 
mother the mystery of deliverance from 
sin by Christ, are freed from the effects of 
sin and from the influence of the devil. 
They receive new strength in the midst of 
their spiritual journey and they open their 
hearts to receive the gifts of the Savior" 
(131 [Latin 156]). 

The exorcism is testimony to the true 
nature of Christian initiation, which 
draws the elect into the epic struggle 
between Christ, the Prince of Light, and 
Satan, the Prince of Darkness, for the 
lordship of the world-a struggle mani
fested in the paschal victory of Jesus 
Christ. In its work of exorcism, the com-
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munity that is the body of Christ acts in 
unity with its Head, calling on the risen 
L<Yrd's power on b~half of the elect. 

The exorcism begins with an opening 
prayer to God. Then, "if this can be done 
conveniently, the celebrant lays hands on 
each one of the elect" (141 [Latin 164]). 
The reference to convenience probably is 
prompted by the prospect of a very large 
number of elect. In the celebrations com
mon to our own parish communities, this 
imposition of hands should not be 
neglected, since it speaks to the communi
cation of the Holy Spirit, who is the life
breath of the people of God. 

The concluding prayer, prayed with hands 
outstretched over all the elect, is the prin
cipal prayer of the rite of exorcism. 

<Song) 

Following the rite of exorcism, an appro
priate song may be sung. This is an excel
lent option. Several psalms are listed by 

way of example. For hymnal suggestions 
see Catholic Book of Worship (CBW) III, 
702: Liturgical ana Topkal Indices/ 
Sacraments/Scrutinies. Music leaders 
might consider the following two hymns: 
"Lord, You Search Me and You Know Me" 
(CBW III, 474), and "You Are Near" 
(CBW III, 487; CBW II, 706); both 
hymns are based on Psalm 139. 

Dismissal 

At this point, the elect are normally dis
missed, using option A (142 [Latin 165]). 
If their dismissal "would present practical 
or pastoral problems" they may remain in 
the assembly, but this is not a desirable 
option, for the elect "must await their bap
tism, which will join them to God's 
priestly people and empower them to par
ticipate in Christ's new worship" (75.3 
[Latin 19.3]). The leave-taking of the elect 
neither invites nor requires any music [I] 

Keeping Lent in Focus 

Encountering the Eternal 
As Leonel L. Mitchell explains in his 
book, The Meaning of Ritual: "Evelyn 
Underhill has given what is probably the 
best definition of worship. She calls it 'the 
response of the creature to the Eternal.' It 
is the recognition that there are forces or 
powers greater than we in the world and 
the expression of our wish to relate to 
them." This desire and wish on the part of 

David Tumback 

the creature is concretely identified in our 
common worship. 

We are reminded of the words of God, who 
said, "Remember the sabbath day, and 
keep it holy" (Exodus 20.8). This com
mandment continues to be upheld today 
as people gather in churches and temples 
and other places of worship to praise the 
eternal Creator. For Christian people, this 
means an undying devotion to the practice 

David Tumback is a pres/ryter of the diocese of Saskatoon and is currently chair of the Western 
Conference for Uturgy. 
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of Sunday worship, the great and glorious 
Easter moment of resurrection that 
spawned a new covenant, a new hope, a 
new promise. Our collective worship and 
its inherent cry of "Alleluia" signifies our 
appreciation, as a whole body, of the living 
and true presence of God in our world. 

Experiencing Initiation 
As members of the faith family we are 
continually reminded of this presence in 
tangible ways, particularly through the 
continued conversion of people who seek 
to grow in their relationship with God, 
drawing from the Eternal the life-giving 
and cleansing waters of baptism, being 
sealed with the pledge of the Spirit 
through the anointing with chrism, and 
sharing the food of eternal life in the 
eucharist. Consoling to all who struggle to 
deepen their faith is the profound experi
ence of those who journey in the rites of 
Christian initiation. 

In former days, cultures developed initia
tion rites as a way of signifying the loyalty 
and ability of its members. Boys became 
men and girls became women; in the 
process each became a new person, a 
whole person, a complete individual. This 
ancient practice is the anthropological 
basis for our own Christian initiation rites, 
when people become new members of a 
vast and growing family of believers. Our 
call to hold firm to the holiness of the 
Lord's Sabbath is a call also to uphold the 
holiness and meaning of this ancient 
process of initiation. 

From all walks of life, from all experiences, 
from all levels of faith and belief, these 
individuals seek the grace of conversion 
and initiation within the family of believ
ers. How many times in our own lives 
have we been strengthened in our journey 
by the courage of these catechumens and 
candidates for reception into full commu
nion who seek to be one with us? A com
mon response of the community is "Oh, I 
am so happy that I was baptized as a child 
and did not have to go through this 
process." And yet, without question, one 
of the most beautiful and community 

building elements of the Christian com
munity is this journey that we embark 
upon, with the catechumens and candi
dates, during this process of initiation. 

Conversion, both pre- and post-baptismal, 
is a public statement; therefore all parts of 
the journey to the eucharistic table should 
be celebrated when the community gath
ers for public worship. Celebrating with 
the community manifests and strengthens 
the bond that exists in the body of Christ. 
The new creation and growth is thus expe
rienced by the whole community and not 
just by particular members of the body. 
There exists in this also the pledge of sup
port and encouragement from the whole 
community as is so wonderfully stated in 
the Preface for Holy Men and Women I, 
"This great company of witnesses spurs us 
on to victory." This prayer expresses the 
Church's confidence that the grace of ini
tiation experienced by the catechumens is 
a grace that is experienced by the whole 
community and the whole Church. 

While studying at the seminary I always 
missed the initiation rites of the Easter 
Vigil. Though we celebrated the Triduum 
within the seminary community in pro
found and, at times, awesome liturgies, 
there was nevertheless something missing: 
the joy of conversion and new life con
cretely expressed in the baptisms and con
firmations and the first-time sharing of the 
one bread and the one cup. 

Getting Lent Right 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
states: "The third and much shorter period 
[of inquiry and growth], which follows the 
rite of election, ordinarily coincides with 
the Lenten preparation for the Easter cel
ebration and the sacraments of initiation. 
It is a time of purification and enlighten
ment and includes the celebration of the 
rites belonging to this period" ( 7.3). 

Such rites, especially the Scrutinies, 
become ways in which the whole worship
ping community can enter into its own 
sense of enlightenment and purification 
and in reality understand anew the notion 
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of belonging to the Christian family, the 
ecclesial body of Christ. 

Problems 
The unfortunate reality in our Church 
today is that many parish communities 
never experience these Scrutinies and spe
cial rites and as a result are denied a life
giving element of their own spiritual 
journey as individuals and as a community. 

Lent has become a liturgical season that 
has been saturated with every possible 
intrusion, a bombardment of speakers, 
topics, events and services. Fear abounds 
in the hearts and on the faces of the faith
ful as they are never sure what will be pre
sented during the liturgy or what 
additional handouts and letters will be 
part of their Sunday bulletin. 

Intrusions that continue to creep into the 
Lenten Sunday liturgies abound. In 
Canada, Lent has become a time that we 
are introduced and reminded of the 
importance of the Canadian Catholic 
Organization for Development and Peace 
(CCODP). Most parishes have become 
accustomed to having special speakers 
presenting talks during the Sunday litur
gies. On top of this are the many monetary 
collections taken during the season, the 
special Lenten devotions that seem to 
somehow find themselves as part of the 
liturgy, and special themes such as "Youth 
Sunday." 

Special talks to promote membership in 
the Catholic Women's League or the 
Knights of Columbus, and the promotion 
of parish liturgical ministries have also 
found their way into the Sunday liturgies 
of Lent. Parish missions and the particular 
preaching in preparation of the event, as 
well as the preparations for parish peni
tential services have, at times, superseded 
the message of the gospel of the given 
Sunday. This presents a great pastoral 
problem. 

Oftentimes in smaller (especially rural) 
centres there is no formal initiation team 
or expectation of inquirers. Conversions 
to the faith might be few and far between; 

226 • National Bulletin on Liturgy 

it might seem appropriate to proceed with 
a "drive thru" process and thus spare the 
community these "needless alterations" to 
the regular Sunday liturgy. In larger cen
tres, where there is a continual stream of 
catechumens/elect, there is a hesitancy to 
incorporate the rites into the Sunday 
liturgy for fear of offending the community 
with the additional demand of time. This 
sense of concern for the people and the 
sensitivity of pastors and pastoral workers 
to the congregation have resulted in the 
Scrutinies (and other rites) being given 
lesser attention and importance. How sad 
that such a wonderful opportunity for 
growth on the part of the whole parish is 
lost, or at least diminished! Herein, lies 
our pastoral dilemma: How can we restore 
the dignity and importance of the celebra
tion of the rites of initiation within a 
vibrant community observance of Lent? 

Some Helpful Strategies 

Setting Priorities 

Careful planning and a deep desire to re
establish the importance of the process of 
initiation can result in a profound conver
sion of the whole community. Parish pas
toral councils and liturgy committees 
should spend time planning for the 
Scrutinies and indeed the whole comple
ment of special rites of the season. Part of 
this careful planning will include the 
establishment of a list of priorities for the 
season of Lent. It should begin with the 
recognition of the importance of the 
Sunday gathering and of the liturgy we 
celebrate, including the rites of initiation. 
These should be given greater considera
tion than any other activity, however 
honourable its intent. 

Taking Our Cue from the Rite 

Paragraph 9.4 of the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults says: "During Lent, the 
period of purification and enlightenment, 
the faithful should take care to participate 
in the rites of the scrutinies and presenta
tions and give the elect the example of 
their own renewal in the spirit of penance, 
faith and charity." 
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This paragraph expresses the expectation 
that the process of initiation is one that is 
experienced by the whole community, not 
just the elect. The sense of community 
that is urged is a delicate invitation to the 
people to place themselves in the midst of 
those journeying for initiation and in the 
process to rediscover their own journey of 
faith that began so long ago. Such partici
pation builds awareness that God is truly 
alive, that the faith is alive, and that each 
day we are called to walk in the newr.·::-ss of 
re-growth and re-generation. 

Thorough planning can adequately set out 
the path for a Lenten journey on the part 
of the parish that develops a real sense of 
renewal for the whole community. Try to 
develop a parish "call to conversion" that 
is based on the Scrutinies and the other 
rites, encouraging all of the faithful to take 
part in this journey, reflecting on the 
beauty of God who has been present with 
them during their days of faith growth. 
Stress also the universal nature of this sea
son and this process. We journey not just 
with our own elect, but with all of the 
elect in every comer of the world. In this 
way we make visible the Spirit that "blows 
where it wills." God continually calls peo
ple to renewal and conversion. 

Scheduling Strategies 

The Rites 

In parishes where there are multiple 
masses, try to circulate the celebration of 
the Scrutinies among the various Sunday 
celebrations, thus connecting the elect to 
the whole community and allowing all the 
people to enter into the process. If time is 
a real concern, then simply ensure that the 
Scrutinies are celebrated at a point in the 
Sunday schedule that can afford the extra 
few minutes. 

The Parish "Mission" 

The prominent presence of the pastor and 
associate pastors who have journeyed with 
the elect is imperative. Parish missions 
should not be held on Sundays where 
there are Scrutinies to be celebrated. 
Priority must be given to the journey to 

the Easter sacraments. Even if a parish 
mission must begin on a Sunday in Lent 
when Scrutinies are celebrated, one of the 
resident pastors should preside. 

Devotions 

Encourage special Lenten devotions on 
days other than Sunday. Lent is a period of 
40 days, not just the Sundays. Try to 
restore Lent as a time of daily reflection 
and enlightenment and purification. 
Incorporating relevant devotions on 
weekdays is a wonderful way to engage the 
community in a spirit of prayer. 

Preparing the Community to 

Celebrate Reconciliation 

Preparation of the community for the 
sacrament of reconciliation should be 
done at a time other than during the 
Sunday liturgy. If necessary, examinations 
of conscience for advance preparation can 
form a part of the parish bulletin or they 
can be passed out as parishioners leave the 
Sunday gathering. The imaginative pas
toral team might also prepare the celebra
tion of sacrament of reconciliation using 
the motifs of purification and enlighten
ment, tying together the multiple themes 
that are present in the readings of the 
Sundays of Lent. 

Other Worthy Projects 

As much as possible, try to keep any intru
sions out of the Sunday liturgy. Talks for 
CCODP might be offered at a different 
time during the week, possibly connected 
with a special devotion or a Lenten 
poverty meal. Instead of the Sunday 
eucharist being used for educational pur
poses, use your parish bulletins, handouts, 
after-mass coffee hours and socials as times 
to educate and promote charitable giving 
during the season of Lent. 

Schedule special masses, "Youth Sunday," 
"CWL Sunday," Knights of Columbus 
recognition and talks, and the host of 
other valued informative presentations to 
a time outside of the Lenten season. 
Reserve the Sundays in Lent for a full and 
conscious participation in the Scrutinies. 
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Keeping Our Focus 
Restoring the dignity and the importance 
of the rites-that accompany the initiation 
process can have a tremendous effect on 
the faith life of the community. Attention 
to them will undoubtedly bring great joy 

to the parish community and a real sense 
of renewal and the affirmation of the eter
nal faithfulness of our God who calls each 
of~ to on-g~i~and constant conversion 
and new life. liJ 

Re-Visiting the Idea of 
Combined Rites 

When the Rite of Christian Initia
tion of Adults for use in Canada 
was published in 1987 there 

were some of us who were somewhat dis
appointed. We had been using the study 
edition and were including both the bap
tized and the unbaptized in all aspects of 
the initiation process. I clearly remember 
arguing with the National Council for 
Liturgy that we definitely needed com
bined rites, that we could still respect the 
baptized even while including them in 
combined rites, and that we did not need 
to follow the particular adaptations of 
combined rites proposed for use in the 
United States, which were still awaiting 
approval in Rome. (These were approved 
a few months later in 1988.) 

That was 1987. Now with another four
teen years of experience it seems appropri
ate to re-visit the notion of combined rites 
in order to pursue further what we have 
discovered in the intervening years. 

Foundation - Mystagogical 
The starting point is the status of the bap
tized. Increasingly we are recognizing that 
the baptized are exactly that: the baptized. 

Sheila O'Dea 

They are already incorporated into the 
body of Christ, already adopted children of 
God, and already incorporated into the 
Church. (See Christian Initiation, 
General Introduction 2 and 4.) They are 
more like us as members of the body of 
Christ than they are unlike us. Thus their 
Christian formation arises out of their bap
tism; it is mystagogical. 

During the early years of using the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults we were more 
concerned with learning its principles and 
practices than we were with making dis
tinctions between the baptized and the 
unbaptized or between the catechized and 
the uncatechized. Unfortunately we often 
lost sight of the fact that we were accom
panying individuals on their spiritual 
journey-a major principle of this rite. As 
we developed better skills for listening to 
each person, for initiating folks into the 
community, not merely into our little ini
tiation group, and for truly recognizing 
that the end point of initiation is "living 
the apostolic mission" not "celebrating 
the sacraments," we became more aware 
of the need for distinctions. As paragraph 
5 of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Sheila O'Dea is the associate director of the North American Forum on the Catechumenate. 
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says: "The spiritual journey of adults 
. " vanes .... 

Thus our starting point with a baptized 
person is baptism. Whatever formation 
persons may need to live their Christian 
life in the Roman Catholic community, 
that formation is mystagogical/post-bap
tismal. We need to discover ways to cele
brate that this person is truly already 
baptized, already incorporated into Christ, 
already a member of the Church. The 
sometimes-expressed idea that the bap
tized feel left out if not treated the same as 
the unbaptized says more about us than 
about them. It points either to our own 
lack of understanding of what it means to 
be baptized, to our lack of acceptance of 
their baptism in one of our sister Christian 
Communities, to our inability to celebrate 
with them who they really are, or-in the 
worst case scenario--to the fact that we 
are actually continuing to do "classes" or 
"programs" (regardless of how we name it) 
in which everyone moves at the same rate 
and in the same way. 

Furthermore, it is not enough merely to 
say: "You are baptized." We need to cele
brate. That celebration needs to begin as 
soon as someone knocks on our door. 
Recovering stories of their baptism, visit
ing the church and font in which they 
were baptized, obtaining a baptismal cer
tificate, seeing the actual entry in the bap
tismal register, reading and reflecting on 
scriptural readings with baptismal over
tones, praying and reflecting on some of 
the prayers from the Rite of Baptism, 
singing baptismal hymns and refrains, 
reflecting on the meaning of baptism: 
these are just some of the ways of begin
ning and continuing a mystagogical for
mation of the baptized. 

Rites With the Baptized 
In all cases when we speak of the baptized 
we are referring to those people whose 
baptism is considered valid. Among the 
baptized there are both the uncatechized 
and the catechized. Part II, Chapter 4 
deals with the uncatechized. The section 
"Other Rites For Use In Canada" contains 

the liturgical rites that may be used with 
the baptized uncatechized to celebrate 
various moments of their spiritual journey. 
In the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
for use in the United States similar rites for 
the baptized uncatechized are placed in 
Chapter 4. The liturgical rite for receiving 
into the full communion of the Catholic 
Church a person baptized in another 
Christian Community is found in Part II, 
Chapter 5. 

In particular circumstances it may be 
appropriate to celebrate some of the rites 
designed for the uncatechized with the 
catechized. An example of such a circum
stance is where a person, although cate
chized, needs a fairly lengthy period to 
become more familiar with the Roman 
Catholic Community. 

The only combined rite for use in Canada 
is the Celebration at the Easter Vigil of the 
Sacraments of Initiation and of the Rite of 
Reception into the Full Communion of the 
Catholic Church. In all other cases there is 
a note that the rites provided for the bap
tized are not to be combined with the cel
ebration of rites with the unbaptized. 

Rite of Welcome 

This rite is distinct from, but modeled on, 
the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of 
Catechumens. When a baptized person is 
deemed ready to move into a period of 
time focused on pastoral formation in the 
Christian way of life, this rite is celebrated. 
The baptized person has a place in the 
assembly as this celebration begins. Under 
certain circumstances an adaptation of the 
opening dialogue might name the 
Christian Community in which this per
son was baptized. The rest of the celebra
tion is baptismal in focus; for example the 
selection of music, at least one of the scrip
ture proclamations, the homily and the 
intercessions could all have reference to 

the baptism we already share. 

To combine this rite with the Rite of 
Acceptance into the Order of Catechu
mens is to diminish the baptismal focus. 
No matter how skilled we may be with 
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changing our language, using separate 
spaces, making every visible effort to dis
tinguish the baptized from the unbaptized, 
or even reversing the order so that the 
baptized are recognized prior to the unbap
tized, the overall sense is that these folks 
are really all the same. Neither the assem
bly nor the baptized candidate walks away 
with a deeper understanding of the dignity 
of baptism, regardless of the Christian 
Community in which the baptism was cel
ebrated. Nor do they experience a sense 
that these baptized candidates are more 
like us than not like us, an understanding 
that they are already part of the household 
of faith. Thus many communities in the 
United States who in the past celebrated 
this combined rite have stopped doing so. 

Of all the rites this one is perhaps the eas
iest rite to celebrate in an uncombined 
form. I say this because it is not connected 
to a particular time of the liturgical year 
and thus does not present the community 
with dealing with certain time constraints 
associated with particular liturgical sea
sons. 

Blessings and Prayers 
For Strength 

These prayers, while derived from the 
blessings and minor exorcisms for catechu
mens and intended for use during the time 
of pastoral formation, are generally bap
tismal in character. They are frequently 
used to begin or end a gathering of the 
people in the initiation process. If such 
gatherings include both baptized and 
unbaptized the different focus of the 
prayers helps to keep before everyone the 
fact that they are in different relationships 
with Christ and the Church. 

Call to Lenten Renewal 

This rite, named the Call to Continuing 
Conversion in the ritual for the United 
States, is based on the Rite of Election and 
is celebrated near the beginning of Lent. 
Since the Rite of Election has been cele
brated in both Canada and the United 
States as a diocesan rite, the practice 
developed of also celebrating the adapted 
rite for the already baptized as a diocesan 
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rite. And in order to have a diocesan cele
bration, this rite has frequently been com
bine_d with _ths:. Rite of Election. Many 
dioceses are re-thinking this approach. 
The call to the baptized to prepare to 
renew their baptism and celebrate the 
paschal mysteries is a call to all the bap
tized. Thus it may be more appropriate to 
celebrate this rite in the context of a 
parish celebration near the beginning of 
Lent with the rest of the assembly who are 
also being called to Lenten renewal. 

While it is true that the bishop is the over
seer of initiation, this may be celebrated in 
various ways throughout the formation 
process. In particular, it may be time for us 
to focus on a celebration of eucharist as 
the primary time in which the bishop 
liturgically exercises this responsibility. 
Somehow our practice has brought about a 
sense that the Rite of Election is more 
important than the "neophyte mass." 
Since this reflects a warped sense of what 
we claim to believe, our ministry with the 
already baptized together with a focus on 
eucharist and mission, may offer a correc
tive to this misperception. 

Combined Rite at 
the Easter Vigil 

When this rite was approved for use sev
eral precautions were included: this would 
not be the norm, pastoral reasons would 
need to be serious (convenience being 
insufficient), the theological and liturgical 
integrity of both would need to be hon
oured. While the majority of parishes usu
ally celebrate a combined rite at the Easter 
Vigil, some are beginning to question the 
practice. If indeed the Easter Vigil is that 
one time of year during which we open the 
font for the baptism of adults, would it not 
be better to clearly celebrate initiation 
that night only with those who are to be 
baptized? Would it not be better to cele
brate the reception of the baptized at 
another time so that on this night they 
stand with the rest of the assembly in cel
ebrating the new life in Christ of those 
being baptized? Because the Easter Vigil is 
so baptismal the reception of the already 
baptized loses its focus. Would it not be 
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better to celebrate the reception of the 
already baptized at another time so that we 
could celebrate at least parts of the Mass 
for Christian Unity and concentrate on 
communion and unity? 

The Presentations 

As I see it, the one possibility of combined 
rites lies in the Presentations. Both the 
Presentation of the Creed and the Presen
tation of the Lord's Prayer are envisioned 
as being celebrated at a time other than 
the Sunday celebration. For the elect they 
are usually celebrated during mass and for 
the already baptized outside mass-each 
celebration in the same week of Lent and 
each with the assembly. The major-and 
extremely important---difference in the 
celebrations is that we are indeed present
ing these ancient treasures to the unbap
tized, whereas we are reiterating with the 
baptized that they are already one with us 
in owning these treasures, treasures that all 
of us are called to reflect on as we prepare 
to be baptized or to renew our baptism. It 
does seem to me possible to have one cel
ebration of each of the presentations and 
to arrange it in such a way that the bap
tized are part of the assembly presenting 
these treasures to the unbaptized. Either 
the homily or a later reflection could lead 
everyone to reflect on these prayers 
according to our status as either baptized 
or preparing for baptism in the very near 
future. 

Dismissals 

The rite for use in Canada provides for dis
missal of the baptized. When the various 
rites are celebrated separately this does not 

cause any difficulty. However, it does raise 
questions for the ongoing Sunday dis
missal. There are some who disagree with 
ever dismissing the baptized. Yet there are 
others who recognize that the type of pas
toral formation some of the baptized need 
is so connected to reflection on the liturgy 
of the word as proclaimed in the liturgical 
year that the dismissal is quite appropriate. 
If the decision is made to dismiss someone 
who is baptized we still need to find ways 
to inform the assembly that these folks are 
not all the same. Again, words alone will 
not do it. Some people suggest dismissing 
the catechumens in the usual place after 
the homily and dismissing the baptized 
after the Prayers of the Faithful. As we 
consider this further we may find other 
ways to always hold before the candidates 
for reception and/or completion of initia
tion as well as the assembly that these can
didates are our sisters and brothers in 
Christ. 

Conclusion 
The more we work with the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults, the more we 
discover that we have much to learn. A 
big challenge continues to be the way we 
do formation and celebrate with the 
already baptized. Many of us have come to 
accept that it is not appropriate to com
bine the various rites that mark the spiri
tual journey of the baptized with similar 
rites that mark the journey of the unbap
tized. We continue to explore how to 
journey with baptized people-some cate
chized, some uncatechized-in a way that 
is faithful to who they already are as the 
body of Christ. II] 
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Ttie _1\11,uslcian an'd 
the Rites of Initiation 

The Rite of Acceptance into the 
Order of Catechumens 
The journey into Christ is lifelong. Most 
certainly, it begins long before the knock 
on the rectory door. God's quest to gather 
each one into the fold begins even before 
birth (see Jeremiah 1.5 ). Parish catechists 
and others who are involved most directly 
with those seeking membership in the 
Church, work intensely with enquirers to 
help them to see this fact more clearly. 

Whatever the motives that bring people 
to the rectory door, it is the desire to re
orient their life to Christ that brings them 
to the Rite of Acceptance into the Order 
of Catechumens. Notice that the Church 
does not throw words around casually. 
"From this time on, the Church embraces 
the catechumens as its own with a 
mother's love and concern. Joined to the 
Church, the catechumens are now part of 
the household of Christ ... One who dies 
during the catechumenate receives a 
Christian burial" (47 [Latin 18]). It is 
obvious then that this rite is not to be 
entered into casually. 

The Rite of Acceptance into the Order of 
Catechumens replaces the usual introduc
tory rites of the mass, except for the 
Opening Prayer, which is prayed following 
Rite of Acceptance into the Order of 
Catechumens after the catechumens have 
taken their place in the assembly for the 
liturgy of the word. 

A Good lime 

To begin, it must be said that the parish 
may celebrate the Rite of Acceptance into 
the Order of Catechumens at any time
or even at several times--during the litur
gical year, as deemed appropriate for the 
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circumstances of the community and its 
enquirers. (However, Lent itself is really 
not an appropriate time for this rite.) 

A Community Event 
It is important that the initiation rites be 
celebrated in such a way that they are 
clearly rites celebrated by the whole com
munity within the mass, rather than rites 
for a select few with mass "tacked" on, or 
rites for the few that "intrude" on the 
mass. 

The Parish Musician 
and the Rite 

Throughout the rite, it is important for the 
musicians to model and facilitate the par
ticipation of the whole assembly in the 
acclamations. The rite takes place at the 
entrance to the nave of the church. If the 
community cannot all gather there, they 
should at least tum to face the action. The 
music leader should also be visible to the 
assembly in order to cue them on the 
acclamations. The rite calls for acclama
tions to be sung by the whole assembly at 
three moments: following the affirmation 
of support by the sponsors and assembly, 
after the signing of the forehead, and 
throughout the (optional) signing of the 
senses. 

Receiving 
The enquirers are first asked to declare 
what it is that they seek; this is an 
acknowledgement and ritualization of 
what they have come to see as the truth of 
God's call to them. Following that dia
logue, they declare their commitment to 
journey in the light of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The sponsors and the rest of the 
community then commit themselves to 

support the catechumens along the way. 
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After a prayer of praise all join in an accla
mation: "We praise you, Lord, and we bless 
you." No music is provided in Catholic 
Book of Worship (CBW) III for this accla
mation; and it is so important that the 
acclamation during this rite resound from 
the lips of the whole assembly that a simi
lar acclamation addressed to God the 
Father--one that everyone knows and 
sings with enthusiasm-may be substi
tuted. An energetic and familiar 
"Alleluia" or the community's refrain to 
the "Glory to God" is a fitting substitute 
for this acclamation. 

Signing 

The catechumens then receive the cross of 
Christ. The recommended text for the 
signing is "Glory and praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ!" But, again, it is so important 
that the acclamation during this rite 
resound from the lips of the whole assem
bly that a similar acclamation, addressed 
this time to Christ--one that everyone 
knows and sings with enthusiasm -should 
be substituted if the assembly does not 
know a melody for the recommended text. 
An appropriately joyous Lenten gospel 
acclamation would suit the moment. (See 
CBW III #259-265.) This same acclama
tion is used following the signing of each 
sense. David Haas' refrain, found at CBW 
III #2A, "Christ Will be Your Strength," is 
of questionable value because it is an 
admonition to the catechumens rather 
than an acclamation of praise to Christ. 
Use of this refrain is an example of shifting 
the focus away from the paschal mystery 
and onto the individuals whom God is 
drawing into it. 

The Entrance into the Church 

If the whole assembly has gathered at the 
entrance to the nave they all now process 
inside to complete the celebration. The 
rite calls for an "appropriate" song to be 
sung as the catechumens enter the assem
bly along with their sponsors, the priest 
and the other ministers who will serve the 
assembly throughout the celebration. 
Naturally the most "appropriate" song is 
one chosen from the community's reper-

toire of familiar songs of praise that regu
larly begin the Sunday celebration of 
eucharist in a spirit of joy and fellowship. 

Dismissals: A Caution 
From this day on the catechumens will be 
dismissed from the assembly before the 
Creed and the General Intercessions. 
Although the community joins in inter
cessory prayer especially for the catechu
mens as part of the Rite of Acceptance 
into the Order of Catechumens, the 
unbaptized cannot proclaim a Creed they 
have not yet fully taken to heart (it will be 
formally handed on to them closer to their 
participation in the Easter sacraments), 
nor can they take part in the community's 
exercise of the priestly office of Christ by 
praying the General Intercessions, since 
they have not yet been made members of 
the body, but simply of the household. 

There is a temptation to make this dis
missal into a full-blown procession com
plete with song, but that is not what the 
moment is about and the rite does not call 
for music at this time. The catechumens 
are simply leaving to bask further in the 
word proclaimed in the assembly. Music 
would give the moment an unwarranted 
emphasis. 

The Rite of Election 

The Church's Call 

The catechumenate is a multi-dimen
sional time for the community and for the 
catechumens. Catechesis and participa
tion in the Sunday celebration (to the 
extent possible) form but a fraction of the 
work entailed in this extended period of 
apprenticeship in the Christian life. With 
sponsors as their guide, they are integrated 
into the social life of the parish. With the 
support of the whole community, the cat
echumens gradually re-mould their lives 
according to the pattern of Christ: turning 
to God in prayer, bearing witness to the 
faith, keeping their hopes set on Christ, 
following the urgings of the Spirit, and 
practicing the selfless love of neighbour 
that characterizes Christian life. There 
are special liturgical rites celebrated at 
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gatherings especially for their benefit; 
equally important is their sharing in the 
apostolic life of the parish. 

A Good Time 

Once it has been discerned that the 
Christian way of life has taken hold in the 
daily life of the catechumen, the commu
nity calls the individual to the Rite of 
Election on the First Sunday of Lent. This 
rite marks a dramatic change in the char
acter of preparation. By now the catechu
mens have been integrated into the social 
fabric of the community and have found 
ways to use their gifts and talents in the 
apostolic outreach of the parish. Lent, the 
period of purification and enlightenment, 
is an intensely spiritual time; formal teach
ing and other apprenticeship activities 
take a back seat to directed reflection on 
the Lenten gospels and to the liturgical 
rites that strengthen the "elect," as they 
are now called, for the passage they will 
soon undergo. 

A Community Event 
According to the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (108 [Latin 135]), admission to 
election belongs to the bishop. In large 
dioceses, it may be difficult to gather all 
the candidates around the bishop in the 
cathedral church, but celebrating the rite 
in each of the parish churches without the 
bishop is the least desirable solution to the 
problem. The cathedral celebration may 
need to take place on Sunday afternoon. 
The Rite of Election is usually celebrated 
within mass, but for pastoral reasons it may 
take place within a liturgy of the word. It 
would probably be unwise to celebrate the 
rite within mass when a large portion of 
the assembly consists of candidates for 
election, who would be dismissed before 
the liturgy of the eucharist begins. 

In the Rite of Election, local parishes pre
sent to the bishop those whom they con
sider ready to celebrate the Easter 
sacraments. Godparents offer public wit
ness to the readiness of each of the elect. 
The bishop asks the elect to reaffirm their 
intent and affirms his acceptance of the 
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community's testimony by inviting the 
elect to enrol their names. Finally, the 
whole assemh>ly-makes intercessioR for the 
elect. 

The Liturgical Musician 
and the Rite 

Because the gathering is diocesan and 
includes delegations ftom several different 
parishes, great care should be taken by 
music ministers to ensure that all music 
selected is widely known so that all pre
sent may participate to the fullest extent 
possible. The rite takes place immediately 
after the homily. The only "special" music 
needed for the celebration of this rite-in 
addition to the usual music required for a 
rich celebration of the liturgy of the 
word-is a familiar setting of Psalm 16 
(CBW III #483,"For You Are My God"), 
or a fitting substitute, to be sung by the 
whole assembly as the names are entered 
in the book of the elect; however, music 
should not obliterate the calling out of the 
names. 

The Scrutinies 

A Community Event 
The vocabulary of these rites--especially 
"scrutiny" and "exorcism"-is often inter
preted as sinister and intimidating, or sim
ply archaic. However, these two words do 
not need to be given or explained to the 
assembly-at-large. It is important only that 
the community recognize its role in pray
ing for the spiritual strengthening of the 
elect and for the removal of any and all 
barriers that may impede their passage into 
the new life of those who have become 
members of Christ's body. 

A Good lime 

The three Scrutinies are celebrated with 
the elect in the parish during the celebra
tion of eucharist on the Third, Fourth, and 
Fifth Sundays in Lent. 

The Parish Musician and the Rite 
The rite says simply that an "appropriate" 
song may be sung at the conclusion of the 
Scrutiny. It may be well worth teaching 
the parish the refrain of CBW III #363, 
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"Healer of Our Every Ill," especially for use 
within this rite, since it would be sung on 
these three Sundays each year. CBW III 
#354, "0 Christ, the Healer," is also an 
appropriate choice if the parish has 
already mastered this widely-known 
melody. A simple psalm refrain will also 
serve the parish well; different verses of 
the psalm could be sung on each of the 
Sundays. (See CBW III #56, 57, 83, 140, 
171 or 374.) Songs that ask the forgiveness 
of sins are not appropriate and are in fact a 
misunderstanding of the meaning of the 
Scrutinies. 

The Great Vigil: Baptism, 
Confirmation, Eucharist 
The journey of the elect reaches its final 
step at the Easter Vigil with the celebra
tion of baptism, confirmation and 
eucharist. Our references for this celebra
tion are as follows: Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults, 198--233 [Latin 27-36, 
208--234, 389]; CBW III #86--88; Sacra
mentary, no. 103. 

A Preliminary Point 

As parish musicians, we know how much 
preparation goes into the Vigil celebration 
and how complicated it all can be. With 
this in mind, we need to make sure that we 
remain attentive to the full assembly, giv
ing the people all the help and guidance 
they need to participate fully from begin
ning to end. 

The Liturgy of Baptism 

The liturgy of baptism takes place after the 
homily. In a contemporary or fully-reno
vated church, the font will probably be 
located just inside the nave. Following the 
ancient tradition, it will be large enough 
for baptism by immersion (of the whole 
body or of the head only) and there will be 
open space for the assembly to leave their 
pews and gather around it. Otherwise, 
adjustments will have to be made as indi
cated in the ritual books. 

The Litany of the Saints 

The litany of the saints is properly a pro
cessional chant and, when it is possible 

(given the arrangement of the church), it 
is sung as the ministers, candidates, and 
others make their way to the font (211-12 
[Latin 213], option B). When everyone is 
in place for the procession and before the 
Invitation to Prayer is extended, the 
assembly should be invited to stand and (if 
necessary) to open their hymnals for the 
litany (CBW III #86). If they are not tak
ing part in the procession by gathering 
around the font, they should be asked to 
tum in their places and follow the proces
sion with their eyes. The cantors accom
pany the procession, position themselves 
wherever it is best at each moment, and 
lead the people into their part whenever 
the response changes. The cantors should 
remember that the litany is not peniten
tial in character; it is an invocation of the 
saints, who surround the candidates and 
the Church in the initiation event. If the 
people remain in their pews, those at the 
font stand in an area that allows everyone 
to see. 

Prayer over the Water 
<Blessing of water> 

Although the current sacramentary pro
vides only one form of the prayer of bless
ing, paragraph 215 of the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults offers several versions of 
the prayer of blessing. Version A is the 
usual formulary and CBW III (#87 and 
#88) provides the assembly's responses. 
The choir can lead these responses and 
the music leader can ensure the assembly's 
participation. We draw your attention, 
however, to version C, which allows con
stant participation on the part of the 
assembly by providing a simple and recur
ring acclamation. For a good musical set
ting, see the first line of "Who Calls You 
by Name" (CBW III #618). 

Baptism 

After each baptism the assembly sings a 
suitable acclamation. CBW III provides 
two examples (#4E, #4F). If the people are 
not familiar with the music, the choir 
might, after the first baptism, sing it 
through once and then have everyone 
repeat it. 
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The Liturgy of Confirmation 

The assembly may sing a hymn between 
bapt-ism-and confirmation. If baptism-wa-s· 
by immersion, it might be sung while the 
newly baptized retire to a room to don 
their white garments. Alternatively, since 
confirmation may take place either at the 
font or, according to ancient usage, at the 
presidential chair, it might be sung during 
the procession from the font to the chair. 
See, for example, ''Now from the Heavens 
Descending" (CBW III #454) and "Come 
and Journey with a Savior" (CBW III 
#476). These melodies are simple enough 
for some assemblies to sing if they are 
played through once. Otherwise, a well
known hymn should be used. 

(After confirmation, the people renew 
their baptismal promises and sing a hymn 
as· the-priest-sr>riRldes -tohenr-·with water. 
"Music for the Sprinkling Rite" [CBW III 
#237] is a good choice.) 

The liturgy of the Eucharist 

Participation in the eucharist is the culmi
nation of Christian initiation: "Finally, in 
the celebration of the eucharist, as they 
take part for the first time and with full 
right, the newly baptized reach the culmi
nating point in their Christian initiation" 
(210 [Latin 36]). Since the paschal feast is 
the high point of the entire Vigil and of 
the whole life of the people of God, its 
musical elements should be the strongest 
and most joyful of all. III 

Music for the Sunday Assembly: 

Year A - Lent, Triduum and 
Easter Season 

(Feb. 13-May 19, 2002) 

The following provides suggestions for music selection for the upcoming seasons of 
Lent, Triduum and Easter using our national hymnal, Catholic Book of Worship 
(CBW) III. In an assembly of reluctant, insecure or inexperienced singers, it may 

be unwise to vary the music to any great extent during a single season. Ofren it is wise to 
repeat at least one song on each of the Sundays of the season as a way of uniting the sea
son musically. The community's comfort level with a particular song should always be a 
major factor in assessing its appropriateness for use on a particular occasion. 

Several pieces have been suggested for the same moment in the same liturgy. If this is the 
year to introduce a new song for one of these seasons, use this listing as an aid for select
ing one that will best serve your community and begin teaching it well in advance of the 
season. 

In selecting music for celebrations of Lent and the Easter Season, it is important that the 
musicians consult with the pastor and liturgy committee regarding the various celebra
tions and any special rites that may be celebrated. 
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Processional Music of the Period 

Entrance, Presentation of Gifts, and Optional Recessional 

Lent 

374 With Our God Entrance 

359 Come to the Waters (Refrain 1) Entrance 

366 0 Raise Your Eyes on High Presentation of Gifts 

368 0 Cross of Christ Presentation of Gifts 

373 Tree of Life Presentation of Gifts 

441 You Are the Way Recessional 

442 Praise to You, 0 Christ, Our Savior Recessional 

435 Lift High the Cross Recessional 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 

435 Lift High the Cross Entrance 

377 The Lord Is Now Exalted Entrance 

366 0 Raise Your Eyes on High Entrance 

67 Ubi Caritas Presentation of Gifts 

376 Where True Love and Charity Are Found Presentation of Gifts 

375 At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing Presentation of Gifts 

Easter 

396 This Is the Feast of Victory Entrance 

406 Sing with All the Saints in Glory Entrance 

400 Praise to God in Heaven Above Entrance 

563 Sing a New Song Presentation of Gifts 

386 Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing! Presentation of Gifts 

393 Something Which Is Known Presentation of Gifts 

402 We Who Once Were Dead Presentation of Gifts 

384 Christ Is Alive! Recessional 

388 Hail Thee Festival Day Recessional 

398 We Know that Christ Is Raised Recessional 

383 Alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord Recessional 

Pentecost 

414 Send Us Your Spirit Entrance 

386 Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing! Presentation of Gifts 

393 Something Which Is Known Presentation of Gifts 

402 We Who Once Were Dead Presentation of Gifts 

396 This Is the Feast of Victory Recessional 

406 Sing with All the Saints in Glory Recessional 

388 Hail Thee Festival Day Recessional 
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Communion 

The communion song is closely related to the action of the procession to communion. The 
following are recommended throughout the great ninety days of the Lent-Pentecost cycle. 

599 No Greater Love 597 Bread of Life 

611 Take and Eat 605 I Am the Living Bread 

376 Where True Love 67 Ubi Caritas 
and Charity Are Found 

Settings of Psalm 34 55, 167, 170, 173, 610 

Ritual Music for the Introductory Rites 

Ash Wednesday 

The Penitential Rite and Glory to God are omitted on Ash Wednesday. 

1 st-Sth Sundays in Lent 

It is fitting to sing the Lord, Have Mercy on these Sundays. 232 and 233 are recom
mended. The Glory to God is omitted throughout Lent. 

Palm Sunday 

Depending upon circumstances, the community may assemble with palm branches in a 
place outside the church. One of the following may be sung as the community assembles: 

59, 60, or 61 Hosanna 

During the procession with palms it is appropriate to sing one of the following: 

62 All Glory, Praise and Honor 438 To Jesus Christ, Our 
Sovereign King 

The palm procession/solemn entrance replaces the Penitential Rite. 

Triduum 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 

The Glory to God is sung tonight; therefore although it is allowed it is inappropriate to 
sing the Penitential Rite. 

Celebration of the Lord's Passion 

There is to be no music associated with the introductory rites of this celebration. 

Easter Vigil 

Procession Acclamation 

Easter Proclamation 

Easter Sunday 

75A, B, or C 

75C (2830) 

It is most fitting to sing a well known, festive Glory to God today after a simple spoken 
Penitential Rite. 

Easter Season 

The Rite of Blessing and Sprinkling with Water may replace the Penitential Rite in cele
brations of this season. One of the following may accompany the sprinkling: 
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236 May This Water Keep Us Aware 237 You Will Draw Water Joyfully 

It is most fitting to sing a well~known, festive Glory to God today after a spoken 
Penitential Rite. 

Ritual Music for the Liturgy of the Word 

Responsorial Psalms 

Where singing the proper psalm of each Sunday would be difficult for the assembly or 
overly taxing to the ability of the cantor, a seasonal refrain may be used. The seasonal 
psalm may also be used if required to unite the season musically. (Use of the proper psalms 
is mandatory throughout the T riduum.) 

Lent 

Easter Season 

41,42,44,56,57 

90, 103 

Psalms at the Easter Vigil 

After each Old Testament reading there is a period of silence, a responsorial psalm or can~ 
tide, and a prayer. These are found at 76-84. Note that the reading of the Exodus story 
flows directly into the Responsorial Canticle (79); no closing dialogue is used. The can~ 
tor must be ready to intone the refrain immediately. Alternatively, the person who pro~ 
claims this reading may also lead the canticle. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Lent "Alleluia" is not sung. Several alternatives are available: 263, 262, 260. 

Palm Sunday and Triduum The lectionary suggests the insertion of an appropriate 
acclamation at various points during the Passion Narrative. The gospel acclamation the 
community has been singing throughout Lent is a good choice; alternatively, some of the 
memorial acclamations used during the eucharistic prayer are quite suitable. 

Easter Vigil and Easter Season Solemn Alleluia 85 should be used at the Vigil only 
if the whole assembly has been prepared to join in. A highly festive setting of the Alleluia 
is called for during the Easter Season or as an alternative to the Solemn Alleluia. Choose 
one that can accompany a full gospel procession: 24 7, 250, 251, 25 7, 549B. 

Sequences of Easter Sunday and Pentecost 

The sequence is a forward extension preceding the Gospel Acclamation; singing by the 
assembly is to be expected. 

Easter Sunday 690 

Pentecost 692 

Alternatively, the verses may be chanted with an alleluia refrain, ending with the proper 
verse for the Gospel Acclamation. 

Ritual Music for the Additional Rites 

Ash Wednesday: Imposition of Ashes 

621A Grant to Us, 0 Lord 364 Have Mercy on Me 
(Donne~nous, Seigneur) 

353 Take Up Your Cross or Psalm 51, 41, 44, 57, 83 
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Sundays in Lent: Rites of Election and Scrutinies 

See previous article, "The Musician and the Rites of Initiation," pp. 232. 

Triduum 

Mass of the Lord's Supper 

Washing of Feet 

67 Ubi Caritas 599 No Greater Love 
376 Where True Love and Charity 

Are Found 

Transfer of the Eucharist 

68B Hail Our Saviour's 58 Pange, Lingua 
Glorious Body 

If the procession will be long, the above may be preceded by 693 Sequence for The 
Body and Blood of Christ or the verses ( 1-4) repeated as required. 

Celebration of the Lord's Passion 

General Intercessions 71 
Unveiling of the Cross 72, 73 or 74 

During the veneration 

435 Lift High the Cross 
381 Sing, My Tongue the Ageless Story 
69 Sing, My Tongue, The Song of Triumph 
382 When I Behold the Wondrous Cross 

Easter Vigil: Rites of Initiation 

379 Behold the Wood 
373 Tree of Life 
368 0 Cross of Christ 

See previous article, "The Musician and the Rites of Initiation," pp.232. 

Ritual Music for the Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Acclamations to the Eucharistic Prayer 

The acclamations to the Eucharistic Prayer should always be sung. They should, of 
course, be a "matching set," by the same composer using a single key and musical motif. 
A change from a less festive to the community's most festive setting will mark the change 
from Lent to Triduum/Easter Season. (Needless to say, if the text includes the word 
"alleluia" it may not be used during Lent or at the Mass of the Lord's Supper.) 

Communion Rite 

No singing accompanies the Sign of Peace. 

The Utany for the Breaking of the Bread is sung as the eucharistic bread is broken into 
pieces for the assembly to share and/or as the consecrated wine is poured into cups for the 
sharing. A setting should be chosen which is long enough (or can be extended) to accom
pany the whole of this action. 

There must be singing by the whole assembly throughout the communion procession. 
Suggestions are offered above under the heading "Processional Music of the Period -
Communion" on pg. 237.1IJ 
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Canadian Realitites 

The Hospitality of 
Dismissal 

Glenna Sears 
When I first heard the words "breaking 
open God's word" I was confused as to what 
exactly was meant by this. I was an adult, 
who had attended the Catholic Church off 
and on for many years, and I had always 
found the language, or should I say, the pro
cedures in the Church difficult to follow. I 
was drawn to the Church from the time 
when I was a child. I have attended many 
different churches and studied many faiths 
since, but I have always found that I felt a 
certain comfort within the Catholic 
Church. My younger sister and brother had 
converted to Catholicism in their late 
twenties and would try to share their beliefs 
about the Church and discuss what 
Catholicism was all about; however, I still 
found that it was difficult to practice, hav
ing so little knowledge and understanding. 

In September of 2001 I decided to study 
Catholicism at StJohn Vianney Church, in 
Barrie, Ontario, and in doing so discovered 
that I believed in Catholicism. I was bap
tized and confirmed into the Church at the 
Easter Vigil in April 2001. Although I 
attended classes to learn about Catholicism 
and the beliefs of the Church, the classes 
did not provide the opportunity to discuss 
the meaning of God's words: what were his 
messages all about and what was the mean
ing of prayer. This was when I learned what 
was meant by "breaking open God's word." 

I, along with others who were also prepar
ing to become Catholic, would leave the 
congregation and the church during the 
celebration of the eucharist to discuss and 
share our questions and opinions in what 
we had heard and the messages that were 
being delivered from God. This experience 

was extremely rewarding. It helped to cre
ate a bond with the people in our group and 
a comfort in knowing that I was not alone 
in my ignorance in understanding all that 
was being said or taught. Hence, the words 
"breaking open God's word" began to hold 
meaning for me. 

It was so important for me to share my 
thoughts and to ask questions about what 
was being said, to hear others discuss God's 
words and to reflect on what exactly God 
wanted us to hear. People in my group had 
many differing opinions, but we always 
agreed that the message was the same in 
some way. The group's anticipation of cele
brating the eucharist was always discussed. 
Knowing that the other members in the 
Church had connected with God and that 
they were being honoured in such a way 
brought excitement and anticipation to the 
entire group. It made us very aware of the 
importance of our journey and our connec
tion with God. I could not wait for the day 
to come when I would have the honour of 
celebrating at God's table; however, I 
wanted to be prepared for that day and to 
understand as much about God and the 
Catholic faith as possible. 

It was not only the classes that helped our 
group connect; it was having the opportu
nity to discuss and reflect on God's words. 
Strangely, leaving the congregation on 
Sundays provided a connection with them. 
I had the opportunity to see their faces and 
the acceptance in their faces; the congrega
tion have the same opportunity to welcome 
us. Leaving on Sundays to break open God's 
word made a difference the night of my ini
tiation. I strongly felt a connection with the 
community and felt that they had shared my 

The National Bulletin on liturgy wishes to thank Glenna, Sue, Coline, Lori, Penny, Kathy and 
Heather for sharing their experience with us; thanks also to Loretta Manzara, csj, for summa
rizing the experience of the St. Agnes Parish group. 
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journey with me. Although I did not know 
the entire congregation, I definitely felt a 
bond had been formed with them. 

I'm happy to have finally met God at his 
table, but I miss the group and our Sunday 
discussions. We shared something special 
on those Sunday mornings. I met complete 
strangers and was surprised at how comfort
able I felt sharing intimate parts of my life. 
A trust was built and connections were 
made. I don't think I could really explain 
the feelings that we all shared; I think it's an 
experience that only those who participate 
can understand. I developed a bond with 
complete strangers and I know I will think 
of them often throughout the rest of my life. 
I thank God for the experience. 

Sue Watt 
I am pleased to be able to share my experi
ence with you regarding my last year of 
attending mass at St. Dominic's Parish in 
Oakville, Ontario, and completing my initi
ation just this past Easter. My name is Sue 
Watt and together with ten others I went 
on a faith journey this past year in search for 
spirituality and a way to channel that spiri
tuality. Although many in the group had 
similar feelings and thoughts about the 
experience, we each had a unique and per
sonalized journey of our own. 

I found it a wonderful learning experience 
and a satisfying initiation into the Catholic 
community. I not only explored the func
tion and structure of the Church, but for 
the first time, I also had the opportunity to 
share my thoughts and feelings with other 
members of the group, and most impor
tantly with God. My growth was tenfold 
and I felt the transition strengthen as the 
journey progressed. 

I was baptized and had been going to the 
Catholic Church all my life at the prompt
ing of my mother and had memorized 
prayers and responses out of a need to be 
accepted, but with little understanding or 
appreciation for the ceremony. There was 
always one part of the mass that was a cause 
for anxiety and made me feel self-conscious 
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about not being a fully initiated Catholic; 
this was the communion rite. 

Throughout the journey at St. Dominic's 
we participated in the rite of dismissal. We 
were dismissed after the homily and 
remained apart throughout the rest of mass. 
This not only removed the awkward feel
ings of not being able to participate in the 
communion rite, but also helped me recog
nize that God calls on us to live better lives 
and be better people through scripture. This 
was done above and beyond our weekly 
group meetings. For the first time I was 
given the opportunity to review, understand 
and appreciate that the stories in the bible 
reflect all our lives and provide a template 
of how to lead a better life. 

During the weekly dismissal time, we were 
exposed to reading scripture aloud and were 
encouraged to discuss and exercise our spir
ituality. By sharing personal experiences 
related to biblical stories and then dis
cussing how to apply these lessons to our 
everyday lives, we began to strengthen our 
faith and grow within it. In many ways, it 
was more comfortable talking about good 
and bad times in my life with these people 
I'd known for only a short while. It is amaz
ing the power that a group of people can 
have on one another. It's also amazing how 
exploring and understanding your faith can 
bring you closer to family, friends and closer 
to peace of mind. 

The dismissal time provided an excellent 
opportunity for the group to have a unique 
and privileged examination of the scrip
tures. We were also introduced to the com
munity during mass each Sunday. This 
bonded us more closely with them and lead 
to open support and encouragement from 
the parish community. In all honesty the 
dismissal made me feel welcome and a part 
of something much bigger that I could have 
ever imagined. 

The approach to our confirmation and first 
sharing in communion was a very special 
and emotional journey. At the Easter Vigil, 
we were invited to stay for the entire mass 
and share the sacred banquet for the first 
time. After months of preparation and 
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dismissal, this moment was a very signifi
cant profession of our faith and the high
point of our initiation. Many people in our 
group expressed feelings of being closer to 
God, closer to loved ones who are no longer 
with us, and more fulfilled as individuals. 
Personally, I felt very emotional and most 
proud to be Catholic. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who shared this experience 
with me, as well as the sponsors, facilitators, 
and all the people of St. Dominic's Parish. 

Loretta Manzara 

with the assistance of 
Coline, Lori, Penny, 

and Kathy and Heather 
Sunday Dismissal or "breaking open the 
word." How is that experienced by persons 
journeying to become Catholics through 
the adult initiation process? How is it expe
rienced by the faith community who gath
ers each Sunday for the celebration of 
eucharist? What insights can we receive 
from those who experience it first hand? 
With these questions in mind I had the 
opportunity to interview four women newly 
received into our faith tradition. With the 
assistance of Heather Slavik, the catechu
menal director at St. Agnes Parish in 
Chatham, Ontario, an informal meeting 
was arranged to chat with Coline, Kathy, 
Lori and Penny. As it happened these four 
women were the full complement of candi
dates and catechumens for this year. All are 
relatively about the same age and are moth
ers of active children. Some work outside 
the home; one has completed further edu
cation with outstanding achievement, 
while moving through this faith formation 
process. It is with great respect for each of 
these women, and with awe of the Holy 
Spirit's movement in St. Agnes Parish, that 
I present these comments. 

Throughout our conversation one gem kept 
being reiterated: that the strength of their 
faith commitment and their experience of 
authentically living this new way of life 
developed because of the Sunday reflection 
on the scripture. Repeatedly I heard that the 

phrase "understanding the scripture as 
applicable to life" truly came to light 
because of the Sunday conversations while 
breaking open the word. Yet they also 
explained how they had to grow into this 
experience. One very honestly reported that 
she was hesitant at first about sharing this 
way, doubting that she had anything worth
while to say. At first the twenty-minute 
gatherings seemed long and tedious. 
Sometimes one sentence was all that could 
be mustered. Surprisingly as the final 
Lenten period concluded they wanted more 
time. As one person would speak, the 
thought would trigger an idea in another, 
and on and on it went. As they began to 
willingly share of their personal life, the 
trust level increased. They soon recognized 
that each of them as well as the members of 
the team faced similar challenges from the 
scripture, and consequently realized their 
common human condition, sisters and 
brothers on a journey. 

In opening themselves to each other and 
the team members a tremendous bond of 
friendship developed. For each of the four 
woman, that bond ran very deep. They were 
able to speak with one another about their 
desire for a solid belief about the word of 
God challenging, transforming, sustaining, 
and nurturing them into a new way of liv
ing. Stories were shared with me about per
ceptible change, changes that affected their 
colleagues at work in the hospital and in the 
factory, changes that made a difference in 
their relationship with their own parents 
and their children. Because of these Sunday 
sessions they came to know and to under
stand the challenge of God's word in their 
own lives. Finding strength in the word of 
God and being nurtured by the depth of 
their friendship, they came to see the com
munity of faith around them in the parish 
with new eyes and they recognized a move
ment drawing them closer to the heart of 
God. 

One of the newly baptized recounted her 
extreme shyness as she initially entered into 
the rites. At first she thought that all were 
staring at her as she processed out at the 
dimissal with the other catechumens and 
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candidates. However, as she met parish
ioners and as they began to call her by 
name, and acknowledged praying for her, 
her shyness dissipated. She recalls com
ments such as: "Oh, you're on my fridge. I 
pray for you." Through such connection she 
knew that she was surrounded by a support
ive community as she was sent forth from 
the assembly. 

Another catechumen recognized the gift of 
her experience by talking with a relative 
who became Catholic in another parish 
where the rich resource of the catechume
nal process was not available. She said that 
her relative was pleased to be baptized, but 
recognized that she had not come to a sim
ilar depth of commitment in faith. The St. 
Agnes Parish woman attributed her own 
experience to the faith filled process avail
able through the rites, the Tuesday team 
catechesis, and the Sunday sessions of 
breaking open the word. 

The assembly's reaction to the dismissal has 
been shaped by a conscientious effort over 
the years to educate and form the parish in 
their role. Of course the catechumens and 
candidates did receive questions such as: 
Why do they take you away? What do you 
do when you leave on Sunday? What did 
you learn about the readings? You seem to 
be getting so much more from the scripture 
than I do. Such comments came mostly 
from their own family members and new
comers to the parish. 

Over the years parish formation has 
included explanations prior to the rites, 
both during the homily and in the bulletin. 
The community has confidently grown into 
vocalizing its acceptance of the catechu
mens during the Rite of Acceptance, and 
acknowledging its willingness to support 
them through their journey. Raising their 
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hands in blessing has become a parish 
practice. The assembly participates vocally 
in commissioning the catechumens and 
candidates to go forth for the dismissal. 
They have a ready knowledge that this dis
missal will occur each Sunday. The commu
nity is reminded of the history of the 
Lenten journey toward the Easter sacra
ments and asked to be faithful witnesses to 
their own baptismal call in tandem with the 
elect. After each rite a coffee-hospitality 
time is offered to encourage a relationship 
with the catechumens and candidates. 
Perhaps the constant communication of 
details to the parish has created the open 
attitude toward the dismissal. 

Now that these women are fully initiated 
they miss the experience of breaking open 
the word. Their understanding of the scrip
ture passages proclaimed on Sundays is not 
the same. They look forward to joining a 
faith-sharing group to continue their con
versations about the readings. St. Agnes 
Parish has made this available for new 
Catholics for the past five years. Of course 
the groups change each year as some people 
move out of town or time commitments 
become too demanding. However, the 
parish has come to know that the Christian 
initiation process is key to establishing 
strong networks of faith sharing. 

Finally, Coline, Lori, Penny, and Kathy left 
me with the story of how the shyest among 
them had grown so much in recognizing her 
dignity as one of God's beautiful creations 
that she offered on her own accord to give a 
witness talk to the parish about her journey 
of meeting Jesus in this St. Agnes eucharis
tic community. Her story exemplifies what 
made each of them say: the whole initiation 
process would not have been as fulfilling 
without the experience of breaking open 
the word. [I] 



Seasonal Notes 

When Will It Be Dark Enough to 
Begin the Easter Vigil? 

For a number of years the Liturgical Musicians Association (LMA), a grassroots orga
nization based in the archdiocese of Toronto, has published in its quarterly newslet
ter, Laudemus, the times of sunset and darkness on the night of the Easter Vigil. Bob 

Sandness, a friend of the LMA, has provided the association with the following even 
more accurate information, which they have kindly shared with Natiorwl Bulletin on 
Liturgy. 

The world of astronomy defines various degrees of darkness. (For example "civil" refers 
to the degree of darkness at which a court of law acknowledges reduced visibility.) By the 
consensus of a number of people, "nautical twilight" best matches the meaning of"night
fall" as used in the sacramentary for the earliest acceptable time to begin the celebration 
of the Easter Vigil. (Adjustments have been made to accommodate daylight saving 
time.) 

Readers are advised to use the hour given for the centre nearest to their own situation. 

Date Vancouver Edmonton Winnipeg 

March 30, 2002 7:56 8:29 8:14 

April 19, 2003 9:32 10:15 9:51 

April 10, 2004 9:16 9:55 9:35 

March 26, 2005 7:49 8:22 8:07 

April 15, 2006 9:25 10:06 9:44 

April 7, 2007 9:09 9:47 9:28 

March 22, 2008 7:43 8:14 8:01 

April 11 , 2009 9:18 9:57 9:36 

Date Toronto Montreal Halifax St. John's 
March 30, 2002 7:49 7:29 7:48 7:41 

April 19, 2003 9:17 9:00 9:17 9:14 

April 1 0, 2004 9:05 8:47 9:04 9:00 

March 26, 2005 7:44 7:24 7:43 7:35 

April 15, 2006 9:11 8:54 9:11 9:08 

April?, 2007 9:00 8:41 8:59 8:54 

March 22, 2008 7:39 7:19 7:38 7:29 

April 11 , 2009 9:06 8:48 9:06 9:01 
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Liturgies -wifh Large 
Groups 

Introduction 
Liturgical celebrations with large groups are 
often desirable as an expression of unity 
within an individual parish, a deanery, a 
diocese, within a religious community, or 
within an ecclesial institution. During the 
Great Jubilee, for example, many commu
nities gathered in special large group cele
brations to mark the 2000th anniversary of 
Christ's birth and the beginning of a new 
millennium of Christian faith and witness. 
Large celebrations frequently take the form 
of a liturgy of the word, the liturgy of the 
hours (morning or evening prayer) or the 
eucharist. The particular form of the cele
bration will often be determined by the 
occasion, the day and time of the celebra
tion, a desire for ecumenical participation, 
other related events, the space available, 
and other factors. 

Because of the large numbers of people who 
participate in such celebrations and the 
fact that the space used for such celebra
tions is often not designed for liturgical cel
ebration, planners will need to be attentive 
to many considerations in addition to the 
usual requirements for good liturgical cele
brations. The following notes are offered to 

assist those responsible for preparing cele
brations with large groups in settings out
side a cathedral or parish church. 

Form of Celebration 
The first task is to determine the most 
appropriate form of celebration for the 
occasion. The following questions ought to 
be considered by the planning committee. 

Who will be participating in the celebra
tion? Will most participants be members of 
the Roman Catholic community? Will 
there be participation by members of other 
Christian Churches? Will there be partici
pation by members of other religious 
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commumttes (e.g., Jewish, Muslim, 
Buddhist, Hindu or other religious tradi
tions)? Will the participants be adults only, 
young people only, or will there be a cross 
section of age groups within the worship
ping assembly? 

What kind of celebration wiU make it pos· 
sible for aU to participate? It is inappro
priate to celebrate the eucharist when 
many members of other churches and reli· 
gious traditions will be invited to partici
pate. 

What is the proposed date and time 
of the celebration? Will the celebration 
take place on a Sunday? If so, what is the 
relationship of this celebration to the 
parish Sunday eucharist? Will the celebra
tion take place on a weekend or a weekday? 
Will it take place during the day or in the 
evening? Are there other scheduled activi
ties in the region that will be in conflict 
with the proposed celebration? 

Place of Celebration 
The following questions are offered to assist 
planners in evaluating possible locations 
for large group liturgical celebrations. 

What space is available? What space is 
large enough to accommodate the number 
of expected participants? Where is it 
located in proximity to those who will be 
invited to participate? Is it an indoor or 
outdoor space? If outdoor, is there an alter
nate space in case of inclement weather? 

What is the space usually used for? Will this 
pose conflicts in the minds or memories of 
the people gathered for prayer? Is the space 
best suited for the eucharist, a celebration 
of the word, or the liturgy of the hours? If 
not, can it be transformed to become a suit
able place for prayer and celebration? What 
are the advantages and challenges posed by 
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the space for different liturgical celebra
tions? Are there rental costs involved? 

Is the space accessible? Is it easy to get to? 
What forms of public transportation are 
available? What parking facilities are avail
able? Are there costs involved? Is the space 
(outdoor site or building) accessible for 
people with physical disabilities? Will they 
be able to participate fully in the celebra
tion in the proposed space (seating, sight 
lines, movement ... )? 

What is the seating capacity of the facil
ity? What is the seating capacity provided 
in the space? What additional seating can 
be made available (e.g., on the floor surface 
of an arena)? What are the requirements of 
the management regarding the seating of 
persons with physical disabilities? What 
challenges does the seating capacity and 
arrangement pose for movement (e.g., 
communion during the celebration of the 
eucharist)? 

What audiovisual resources and services 
are provided? What lighting, sound, and 
other audiovisual equipment is available for 
use in the space? It will be necessary to 
have sound and lighting technicians on site 
for the celebration. What technicians are 
available prior to and during the celebra
tion? What costs are involved? What are 
the restrictions and conditions related to 
bringing additional sound and lighting 
equipment into the facility? What about 
signing for the deaf? 

What equipment is avai.Wble for designing 
a space suitable for liturgical celebration? 
What staging or platform equipment is 
available from the managers of the facility? 
Is floor covering available for an indoor 
space? Is there overhead covering available 
for an outdoor space? Are there any restric
tions regarding the building and placement 
of additional furnishings in the space. 
Depending on the arrangements for set up, 
is there provision for storage of furnishings 
prior to the celebration? 

Are there restrictions related to the use of 
liturgical symbols? Does the management 
of the space have restrictions regarding the 

use and placement of incense, candles, 
water, etc.? 

What are the regulations regarding deco· 
rating? What existing signage or decora
tions can be removed to create a suitable 
space for liturgical prayer? What kinds of 
decoration may be added and where? Are 
there certain suppliers who are authorized 
to provide decoration? What technical staff 
is available to assist with the decoration of 
the space? 

What additional facilities are available to 
the group? What space is available for 
assembling those who will participate in 
processions, for meetings to instruct liturgi
cal ministers, for secure storage of liturgical 
furnishings (or the eucharist following the 
celebration of Mass)? 

What washroom facilities are available? 
Are they sufficient in number? Are they 
easily identified? Are they accessible to 
people with physical disabilities? 

What are the time lines related to the use 
of the space? In view of the date and time 
of the celebration, what time will be 
needed for set up and for the clean up fol
lowing the celebration? This will need to 
be addressed in the contract made with the 
management of the space. 

Preparing the Celebration 
Many people will need to be involved in 
the preparation of the large group celebra
tion. A central organizing committee with 
a capable chairperson and several subcom
mittees will likely be needed. The following 
aspects of the celebration may be prepared 
by particular subcommittees or by members 
of a central organizing committee. 

Selection and Preparation 
of Texts 

A committee will need to select and pre
pare the liturgical texts for the celebration. 
These include the presidential prayers, 
scripture readings and general interces
sions. If the celebration will take the form 
of the eucharist, and it will take place on a 
Sunday or other solemnity, the appointed 
texts for the day will be used. On other 
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occasions alternative texts may be selected 
from the Sacramentary and Lectionary. 

Texts for a celebration of the word or for 
the liturgy of the hours (morning or 
evening prayer) will also need to be care
fully selected with due respect for date in 
the liturgical calendar on which the cele
bration will take place. 

Multilingual Celebrations 

When people from different language 
groups within a local community come 
together, it is often desirable to incorporate 
their respective languages at various 
moments in the celebration. In determin
ing the use of different languages within a 
single celebration it is important to main
tain the unity of the entire assembly and 
respect everyone's need for meaningful 
prayer. Frequent changes in the language 
throughout a single celebration are often 
disruptive to people's prayer. If a prayer text 
is proclaimed in a language with which the 
majority of people are unfamiliar, it is help
ful to include a translation in the participa
tion booklet in the principal language of 
the assembly. 

Selection and Preparation 
of Music 

Appropriate music will need to be selected 
for the celebration. Musicians will need to 
select music according to sound liturgical 
principles and with the abilities of the 
musicians and assembly in mind. In partic
ular, they must be attentive to the selection 
of acclamations, responses, and hymns 
which are familiar or accessible to all mem
bers of the assembly. 

Decisions will need to be made regarding 
the selection and use of instruments, choral 
participation and the amplification of 
sound to provide strong leadership for the 
assembly. The location of the instruments, 
choir, director, and cantor will need to be 
determined in dialogue with those respon
sible for arranging the liturgical space. 

Musicians will need to be in dialogue with 
other members of the planning committee 
to ensure that sufficient music is prepared 
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for processions and other ritual actions 
which may be extended because of the 
large size ofthe space or the many persons 
involved. For example, when the celebra
tion takes the form of the eucharist, addi
tional music may be needed during the 
presentation of the gifts, the breaking of 
bread, and the communion procession. 

Strong musical leadership is required to 
lead a large group in prayerful song. Once 
the size of the choir needed to lead the 
assembly in the particular space has been 
determined, decisions will need to be made 
regarding the recruitment of choir mem
bers, rehearsal times and locations, and 
seating arrangements. 

A budget will need to be established to 
cover the purchase of music for instrumen
talists and choir members, the fees of pro
fessional musicians, and any music that 
may be commissioned for the occasion. In 
addition, money will need to be set aside for 
the copyright permissions necessary for the 
printing of booklets for the participants in 
the celebration. 

Selection of ministers 

Members of the planning committee will 
need to arrange for liturgical ministers. The 
ministers needed for a parish celebration of 
the liturgy of the word, eucharist or liturgy 
of the hours, will be needed for a large 
group celebration. However, the numbers 
will be greater and they will require addi
tional training and rehearsals in the wor
ship space. 

Ministers of hospitality will exercise an 
especially important role in a liturgy which 
takes place outside of the parish church or 
diocesan cathedral. One minister of hospi
tality will likely be needed for every 100 
people participating in the celebration. 
Ministers of hospitality will need to know 
the space well and have rehearsed in the 
worship space before the celebration. They 
will need to know emergency procedures 
specific to the place. 

Ministers of the word, though few in num
ber, will need to be effective proclaimers 
and will require rehearsal in the place prior 
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to the celebration. In particular, they will 
likely need to rehearse their movement to 
and from the ambo and adjust their procla
mation to the acoustics in the space. 

If the eucharist is celebrated, many minis
ters will be needed to bring communion 
from the altar to the members of the assem
bly. At least one minister per 100 partici
pants will be needed lest the communion 
rite be extended unduly. Consideration will 
need to be given to the distance and time 
required for the ministers to move from the 
altar to their stations and for the return of 
the fragments that remain. 

Servers will be needed as in any liturgical 
celebration. For example, during the 
eucharist ministers will be needed to carry 
the cross, candles, incense, book, etc. 
Additional ministers may be needed to 
assist with the presentation of gifts and set
ting of the table. During the liturgy of the 
hours, ministers will be needed to hold the 
book, carry incense, and light candles. 

Ministers of sacred movement are desirable 
in large group celebrations. The inclusion 
of movement and dance in large group cel
ebrations will add to the festive nature of 
such celebrations. A skilled choreographer 
will be needed to ensure that the dance is 
appropriate for the space and for the partic
ular liturgical celebration. 

Several masters of ceremonies will be 
needed for large group celebrations. For 
example, if the eucharist is being cele
brated, one master of ceremonies will be 
needed for each of the following: the 
presider, concelebrating priests, servers, 
each group in the entrance procession, 
those who will announce the general inter
cessions, and those who will present the 
gifts and prepare the table. In addition, a 
master of ceremonies or coordinator will be 
needed for the eucharistic ministers, the 
ministers of hospitality and the liturgical 
dancers. 

Development of a Script 

It is helpful to have a single script devel
oped which details every moment of the 
celebration. Included in such a script will 

be the names and actions of each minister, 
the identification of locations for various 
parts of the liturgy, moments of silence, 
cues for each person to move or perform rit
ual actions, the choreography of movement 
by individuals and groups in procession, 
cues for musicians and sound and lighting 
technicians. Instructions regarding the 
movement and placement of liturgical 
objects should also be included in such a 
comprehensive script. When all ministers 
and assistants are working from the same 
text, the prayerfulness of the celebration is 
enhanced. 

Preparation of the 
Liturgical Space 

The preparation of the liturgical space is a 
critical aspect when a celebration for a 
large group is to take place outside the 
parish or cathedral church. The following 
are some aspects which ought to be consid
ered by those responsible for the prepara
tion of the celebration. 

Depending on the form of the liturgical cel
ebration, the arrangement of the liturgical 
furniture (presider's chair, ambo, altar, cre
dence table, font, paschal candle, proces
sional cross) will need to be determined 
with care. It is helpful to have an architect 
or someone experienced in designing space 
to assist the committee in developing a 
floor plan for the worship space. In general, 
because of the large scale of the space, each 
piece of furniture will need to be located in 
its own space, a good distance from other 
furniture. All furniture needs to be visible 
to the entire assembly and to be located in 
such a way that appropriate ritual move
ment can take place. If the eucharist is 
being celebrated, the altar and ambo need 
to be the focal points in the worship space. 

The size of all the furnishings needs to be in 
proportion to the worship space. For exam
ple an altar, cross, or candle that is suitable 
for a small weekday chapel will not be ade
quate for a celebration in a coliseum which 
seats over 20,000 people, or at a large out
door site. 

Attention will also need to be given to the 
selection of appropriate sacred vessels for 
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the celebration. Vessels for bread, wine, oil, 
and water will need to be large in order to 
be visible in a large space. Sufficient digni
fied vessels will be needed for the distribu
tion of communion during a eucharistic 
liturgy. 

The use of textiles and flowers will add to 
the festive character of a large group cele
bration. Once again, planners will need to 
be attentive to size and proportion in 
selecting and placing these decorative ele
ments. A professional florist or visual artist 
can be most helpful in designing the deco
ration of the liturgical space. Above all, 
these elements should never distract peo
ple's attention from the primary liturgical 
furnishings and symbols. 

The vesture of the presider and other min
isters will need to be considered. Vesture 
that is appropriate and dignified will add to 
the quality of the liturgical celebration. If 
the eucharist is celebrated and there are 
concelebrating priests, the vesture of the 
ordained ministers will need to be coordi
nated. 

A sacristy committee 

It will be necessary to have a team of skilled 
sacristans to ensure that all liturgical fur
nishings are in place as needed. If the 
eucharist is celebrated, a secure place of 
reservation will need to be prepared for the 
eucharistic elements which remain follow
ing the liturgy. 

A safety committee 

A group of people will be needed to ensure 
the observance of fire and other safety reg
ulations, and to provide any emergency 
assistance to participants. 

Participation booklets 

Because of the unique nature of a large 
group celebration, it will be necessary to 

prepare a booklet to enable the participa
tion of all in the assembly. Such a booklet 
ought to contain the order of the liturgy, 
texts and music needed for responses and 
acclamations by the assembly, translations 
of texts proclaimed in other languages, 
instructions regarding postures, movement 
(e.g., communion processions), and periods 
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of silence during the celebration. It is inap
propriate to indude presidential texts, the 
readings of scripture, and other texts which 
are meant to be proclaimed by the presider 
or others ministers and heard by the assem
bly. All music and liturgical texts must be 
printed with the appropriate copyright 
notices. It will be helpful to include general 
acknowledgements and information related 
to the use of cameras and video recorders. If 
a reception is to follow the liturgical cele
bration, an invitation providing the details 
ought to be included in the booklet. 

Preparation of a budget 

A budget will need to be prepared to cover 
the costs of the celebration. Depending on 
the circumstances, the budget will likely 
include the following items. 

• space rental and costs related to set up 
• fees for the facility staff 
• fees for sound and lighting technicians 
• space design fees 
• construction or rental of platforms 
• floor coverings 
• construction of furnishings (e.g., altar, 

ambo, presider's chair, processional 
cross, etc.) 

• purchase of vestments and furnishings 
(e.g., candles, ciboria, altar cloth, bread 
and wine, etc.) 

• floral arrangements 
• banners or other visual art 
• rental of instruments 
• musicians' fees 
• purchase of music for choir and instru

mentalists 
• copyright fees for music and other texts 

included in the participation booklet 
• printing costs for invitations, advertis

ing, participation booklets, signage 
• costs related to transportation and park

ing facilities 

Preparing for the Eucharist 

Ritual considerations 
Introductory Rites 

• Advise all ministers of the expectations 
regarding their dress for the celebration. 

• Determine processional routes and start
ing times. 
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• Ensure sufficient music is prepared. 
• Determine gestures of reverence for the 

altar and inform all who are part of the 
procession. If a sprinkling rite is used, 
determine the location of the action (at 
the presider's chair, or another place 
where the water and vessels have been 
prepared). Ensure that all present are 
able to participate in the sprinkling rite. 

Liturgy of the Word 

• Make sure the readings in the Lec
tionary are marked for the readers. 

• Be attentive to the periods of silence fol
lowing the readings and the homily. 

• Determine who will proclaim the 
gospel. 

• If incense is used, rehearse the move
ment of ministers. 

• Prepare texts for the general interces
sions (including the invitation to pray 
and the concluding prayer) and rehearse 
the minister(s) for movement and 
proclamation. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

• If a collection is being taken, determine 
how this will be done and by whom. 

• Rehearse the preparation of the altar. 
• Choreograph the procession with the 

gifts. 
• Determine the exact location of all gifts 

which will be presented. 
• Clarify who will stand at the altar during 

the eucharistic prayer. 
• If incense is used to honour the gifts and 

the assembly, rehearse the movement of 
the ministers involved. Also advise the 
musicians regarding the timing of this 
ritual action. 

• Determine the communion stations, 
and advise ministers of hospitality and 
eucharistic ministers. If possible, mark 
the stations in some way (e.g., a ban
ner). Include instructions for the assem
bly in the participation booklet. This 
will avoid distracting announcements 
and prevent confusion during the com
munion procession. 

• When communion is offered under both 
forms be attentive to the number of 
ministers needed and the distance 

between the ministers of bread and cup. 
• Ensure the cleansing of vessels is done in 

a reverent and dignified way immedi
ately following the celebration. 

• Establish the procedure for ministers of 
the eucharist to bring the remaining ele
ments to the place of reservation. 

Dismissal 

• Determine the processional route and 
the gesture of reverence as ministers 
leave the sanctuary area. Masters of cer
emonies will be helpful here. 

• Ensure sufficient musical accompani
ment for the procession. 

Checklist for Celebrating 
the Eucharist 
The following check list is offered to assist 
the liturgy preparation team so that all will 
be in place for the celebration. 

Gathering and assembly area 

• seating for the anticipated assembly 
• determine and reserve adequate space 

for music ministers, instruments, and 
sound equipment. 

• seating for all ministers near the sanctu
ary area 

• participation booklets 
• seating for special needs people and 

those who will assist them 
• ensure sufficient space for movement, 

especially during the communion pro
cession 

• determine communion stations and per
haps mark them before the liturgy 
begins. 

Vesting area 

• chasubles, stoles, albs as needed 
• Lectionary (or Book of the Gospels) 
• processional cross 
• acolyte candles 
• incense (if used), thurible or another 

suitable vessel, charcoal, incense, 
matches 

• participant booklets for all ministers 
• coat racks and/or tables for garments 
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• storage for valuables or arrange for some
one to secure this area during the liturgy 

• arrangdorwashroom facilities nearby. 

Sanctuary area 

• altar (and cloth, if altar is dressed prior 
to the liturgy) 

• altar candles 
• ambo (with the Lectionary, if the Book 

of the Gospels is used) 
• presider's chair 
• chairs for other ministers as needed 
• lectern for leader of song 
• stand for processional cross 
• place for acolyte candles 
• floral arrangements and other decora-

tions 
• microphones as needed 
• credence table (see below) 
• additional tables may be needed to 

accommodate vessels of bread and wine 
to be consecrated 

• if a bishop is presiding, a place for the 
mitre and crozier ought to be deter
mined. 

Credence table 

• sacramentary 
• corporal 
• purificator 
• chalice 
• bowl 
• pitcher with water and towel 
• additional plates and cups as needed 

together with sufficient purificators 
• vessel of water and sprinkler if needed 

for introductory rites 
• cloth for altar (if the altar is not dressed 

before the liturgy). 
• space for the Lectionary following the 

readings if the Book of the Gospels is 
also used. 

Gift table(s) 

• vessels of bread (and wine) for presenta
tion 

• altar cloth (if not on altar or credence 
table) 
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Preparing for a Celebration of 
the Word: 

Ritual considerations 

General Considerations 

Those who are responsible for preparing a 
celebration of the word for a large group 
are encouraged to consult Sunday 
Celebration of the Word and Hours [Ottawa: 
Concacan Inc., 1995]. The pastoral notes 
and liturgical texts in this ritual book will 
be very helpful. 

Introductory Rites 

• Determine and advise all mmtsters 
regarding vesture for the celebration. 

• Determine the processional route and 
starting time. 

• Ensure that the music selected for the 
introductory rites is appropriate for the 
occasion and the liturgical season. 

• Determine if the Lectionary is to be car
ried in procession and, if so, who will 
carry it. If not, determine a suitable 
place for it until it is carried to the ambo 
to be enthroned following the opening 
rites. 

• If a sprinkling rite is used, determine the 
location of the action (at the presider's 
chair, or another place where the water 
and vessels have been prepared). Ensure 
that all present are able to participate in 
the sprinkling rite. 

• If incense is to be used, determine who 
will carry it and how it will be used. 

liturgy af ·the Word 

• Make sure the readings in the Lec
tionary are marked for the readers. 

• If the Lectionary is to be enthroned at 
the ambo following the opening rites, 
determine how this will be done and by 
whom. 

• If incense is to be used during the 
enthronement, determine how this will 
be done. 

• Be attentive to periods of silence follow
ing the readings, and following the 
homily, if there is one. 

• Determine who will proclaim the 
gospel. 
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• Will there be liturgical movement or 
dance? Who will do it? When? 

• If a bishop is preaching, determine 
whether he will preach from the chair, 
the ambo or another suitable location. 

• After the homily, will there be any ritual 
gesture? If so, prepare what is needed 
and rehearse all ministers. 

• If a profession of faith is to be made, 
determine how this will be done and 
provide the necessary text for the 
presider and in the participation book
let. 

• Prepare texts for the general interces
sions (including the invitation to 
pray and the concluding prayer) and 
rehearse with the minister(s) for move
ment and proclamation. Be sure to pro
vide copies for the presider and for the 
music minister (if sung). See Sunday 
Celebration of the Word and Hours for 
models for intercessory prayer. 

• Will the Lord's Prayer conclude the 
intercessory prayer? If so, determine 
whether it is to be sung or recited by the 
assembly. 

• Determine whether or not there will be 
a sign of peace. 

Concluding Rites 

• Determine whether or not a collection 
will be taken and if so, how will it be 
done and by whom. 

• Prepare the text for the concluding 
prayer and final blessing for the presider. 

• Appropriate music is needed for the 
recessional. 

Checklist for a Celebration 
of the Word 

Ministers 

• presider 
• reader(s) 
• minister to proclaim the gospel 
• musicians (cantor, choir, leader of song, 

instrumentalists) 
• ministers of hospitality 
• servers as needed (cross bearer, acolytes, 

incense bearer, etc.) 
• master of ceremonies 

Texts 

• prepare presider's book 
• select and mark the readings in the 

Lectionary or a bible 
• texts for intercessory prayer 
• texts for the cantor 
• participation booklet 

Gathering and assembly area 

• seating for the anticipated assembly 
• determine and reserve adequate space 

for music ministers, instruments, and 
sound equipment 

• seating for ministers near the sanctuary 
area 

• participation booklets 
• seating for special needs people and 

those who will assist them 
• the Lectionary or a bible prepared and 

large enough to be visible when carried 
in procession 

• ensure sufficient space for processions 
and other movement during the liturgy 

Vesting area 

• vesture for ministers as determined 
• processional cross and candles for the 

procession 
• incense, if used in the entrance proces

sion 

Sanctuary area 

• ambo 
• presider's chair 
• chairs for other ministers as needed 
• lectern for leader of song 
• microphones as needed 
• stand for processional cross 
• candles, if not carried in procession 
• floral arrangements and other decora

tions 
• other furnishings required for ritual 

actions which will take place in the 
liturgy 

• If a bishop is presiding, a place for the 
mitre and crozier ought to be deter
mined. 
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Preparing for the Liturgy 
of the Hours 

Ritual considerations 

General Considerations 

• Those who are responsible for prepar
ing the liturgy of the hours for a large 
group are encouraged to consult Sunday 
Celebration of the Word and Hours 
[Ottawa: Concacan Inc., 1995]. The 
pastoral notes and liturgical texts in 
this ritual book will be very helpful. 

• Since this form of liturgical celebration 
is less familiar to many people than the 
eucharist or a celebration of the word, it 
is especially important to select music 
for the celebration which is known by 
the assembly. 

• Consideration needs to be given to the 
arrangement of the worship space for 
this form of liturgical celebration. It will 
likely be quite different than the space 
designed for the celebration of the 
eucharist or the liturgy of the hours. 
Attention to visibility and movement is 
important. 

• A participation booklet will be espe
cially necessary (or this celebration. ln 
addition to texts and music for hymns 
and responses by the assembly, it needs 
to include clear directions for postures 
and gestures. It may also be helpful to 
include a brief explanation of the liturgy 
of the hours for those unfamiliar with 
this form of liturgical prayer. 

• Consideration will need to be given to 
determine the vesture of ministers for 
the celebration of the liturgy of the 
hours. 

• It will be necessary to rehearse all minis
ters in the actual worship space for this 
celebration. 

• Roral arrangements and other decora
tions ought to be appropriate for the 
liturgical season in which the celebra
tion takes place. 

Introductory Rites 

• Determine how the assembly will 
gather, if there will be a procession, and 
who will be part of it. 
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• Determine the procession route and 
starting time. 

• Deterrriine what the ministers in proces
sion will do when they arrive in their 
places. This will differ according to the 
hour which is celebrated (e.g., morning 
prayer or evening prayer). 

• If incense is used, determine who will 
carry it in the procession. 

• If holy water is to be carried in proces
sion during morning prayer, determine 
who will carry it and where it will be 
placed. 

• Ensure that the presider's book is at the 
chair for the beginning of the liturgy. 

• When evening prayer is celebrated, con
sideration needs to be given to the selec
tion of a fittingly large paschal candle, 
how it is to be carried in procession and 
its placement within the worship space. 

• If the evening thanksgiving will be sung, 
determine who will sing it and prepare 
the text. 

• When candles or tapers are used for the 
evening thanksgiving, they will need to 
be distributed to the assembly prior to 
the celebration. 

• Ministers will need to be rehearsed for 
the lighting of the peoples candles or 
tapers during evening prayer. 

Psalmody 

• If incense is desired, authorization from 
the management of the space ought to 
be secured. The incense must be placed 
at some distance from smoke detectors 
which could be activated by it. 

• If incense is used, determine how it will 
be used. 

• If holy water is used during morning 
prayer, determine how it will be used. 

• Determine the location for the cantor(s) 
who will sing the psalms. 

• The cantor(s) for the psalms will need 
to be rehearsed and advised regarding 
the periods of silence and psalm prayers 
which follow the singing of the psalms. 

• Determine if there will be any liturgical 
dance during the psalm(s) and where it 
will take place. 
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Word of God 

• Ensure that the reading is prepared in 
the Lectionary and that it is on the 
ambo. 

• If a homily will be given, determine who 
will preach and where the homily will 
be given. 

Gospel Canticle 

• If incense is to be used during the canti
cle, determine how it will be used and 
by whom. 

• Determine if there will be any move
ment during the canticle and where it 
will take place. 

Intercessions, Concluding Prayer 
and Concluding Rites 

• Prepare texts for the general interces
sions (including the invitation to pray 
and the concluding prayer) and rehearse 
with the minister(s) for movement and 
proclamation. See Catholic Book of 
Warship III and Sunday Celebration of the 
Ward and Hours for models for interces
sory prayer. Be sure to provide copies for 
the presider and for the music minister 
(if sung). 

• The Lord's Prayer concludes the inter
cessory prayer. Determine whether it is 
to be sung or recited by the assembly 

• Will there be a gesture with the inter
cessions? Concluding Rites? 

• Prepare the text for the concluding 
prayer and final blessing for the presider. 

• Determine whether or not there will be 
a sign of peace or any other ritual ges
ture at the conclusion of the liturgy. 

• Will there be a procession of ministers 
from the worship space? If so, determine 
the order of the procession and the 
route. 

Checklist for the Liturgy 
of the Hours 

Ministers 

• presider 
• reader 
• musicians (cantor, choir, instrumental

ists) 

• ministers of hospitality 
• servers as needed (minister to hold the 

book for the presider, assistant to light 
candles or tapers at evening prayer, 
incense bearer, etc.) 

• master of ceremonies 

Texts 

• prepare presider's book 
• select and mark the reading in the 

Lectionary or bible 
• texts for intercessory prayer 
• texts for cantor 
• participation booklet 

Gathering and assembly area 

• seating for anticipated assembly 
• determine and reserve adequate seating 

for music ministers, instruments, and 
sound equipment 

• seating for ministers near the sanctuary 
area 

• participation booklets 
• candles or tapers for the assembly, if used 

during evening prayer 
• ensure sufficient space for processions 

and other movement during the liturgy 

Vesting area 

• vesture for ministers as determined 
• paschal candle for the procession during 

evening prayer 
• incense prepared, if it is to be used dur

ing evening prayer 
• vessel of water, if it is to be used during 

morning prayer 

Sanctuary area 

• ambo with the lectionary or bible on it 
• presider's chair 
• chairs for other ministers as needed 
• place for the water if it is used during 

morning prayer 
• place for the paschal candle during 

evening prayer 
• lectern for leader of song 
• microphones as needed 
• floral arrangements and other decora

tions as desired 
• large visible cross !IJ 

Volume 34 • Number 165 • 255 



The Last Word 

Ti"me to Bu,st OH th-e Consri·r-u"'fion 
on the Sacred Liturgy 

W e Catholics are becoming quite 
accustomed to special years. We 
spent three special years prepar

ing for the Great Jubilee Year 2000. Those 
preparations bore fruit in many marvellous 
ways throughout that year; hopefully the 
effects will continue to ripple on down the 
course of the 21" century. Throughout this 
year we are preparing for the momentous 
World Youth Days being hosted by our 
nation in the summer of 2002. But have 
we remembered that October 11, 2002 is 
the 40th anniversary of the opening of the 
Second Vatican Council? Have we 
remembered that December 4, 2003 marks 
the 40th anniversary of the Constitution on 
the Sacred Liturgy? Once we have recov
ered from the hustle and bustle of the 
World Youth Days, we would do well to 
prepare to celebrate these important 
Vatican II anniversaries with vigour and 
to renew within ourselves the spirit of the 
council and of the Constitution. 

The Council Fathers saw the reform and 
promotion of the liturgy as the key 
(though obviously not the sole) means by 
which the Church could be guided to 
exercise its priestly function most effec
tively in the 21" century and beyond. The 
opening paragraph of the Constitution on 
the Sacred liturgy clearly states the aims of 
the entire undertaking of the council: 

This Sacred Council has several 
aims: it desires to impart an ever 
increasing vigor to the Christian life 
of the faithful; to adapt more suit
ably to the needs of our own times 
those institutions that are subject to 
change; to foster whatever can pro
mote union among all who believe 

Raymond Roussin 

in Christ; to strengthen whatever 
can help to call the whole of 
humanity into the household of the 
Church. The council therefore sees 
particularly cogent reasons for 
undertaking the reform and promo
tion of the liturgy. 

In an article titled "Canada, Rome and 
ICEL," included in Shaping a Priestly 
People: A Collection in honour of Archbishop 
]ames Hayes (Navalis, 1994 ), Gerald 
Emmett Cardinal Carter, one of the 
Council Fathers, writes: 

Our biggest error was in not realiz
ing that our priests and our people 
were not sitting beside us as we went 
through the extraordinarily enlight
ening, educational process that was 
the Council. Consequently, we 
failed to take the time required for 
much more thorough catechesis of 
our people at home once the 
Council closed. 

As we survey the landscape of liturgical 
discussion in recent years, it seems we are 
now reaping the harvest of that oversight. 
We hear claims that the Council was a 
mistake; some even try to assert that the 
bishops did not read the documents they 
signed. Such a revisionist stance is unhelp
ful to the Church. 

The occasion of these Vatican II anniver
saries offers the Church in Canada an 
opportunity to revisit the Constitution on 
the Sacred Liturgy and commit ourselves to 
the work of ongoing liturgical renewal 
spurred on and nourished by broadly based 
catechesis and liturgical education. IIJ 

Raymond Roussin, SM, is bishop of the diocese of Victoria and a member of the Episcopal 
Commission far liturgy. 
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Available from CCCB Publications 

Liturgy Resources on Lent and Easter 

Previous issues of 
National Bulletin on Uturgy 

• The Easter Journey- No. 160 
• Weekdays of Lent- No. i 40 

• Holy Week and T riduum -
No. 97 

• The Great Three Days of 
Easter- No. 130 

• Lent in Our Home- No. 86 
• Call to Penance- No. 42 

• Easter Season in Our Home -
No. 103 Only $2.00 each 

Catholic Book ol Worship Ill 

Cassette series - Volume 2 (Cassettes 3 & 4) 
Discover and learn the music for Lent contained in Catholic Book 
of Worship III with this volume in the CBW III cassette series. 

Volume 2 offers 75 selections, including psalms, hymns and 
service music for Lent, the Triduum and Easter season. 

$19.95 (code 2A61) 

Penance Celebrations 

This complete pastoral introduction to penance celebrations in the renewing 
Church provides 
• 15 celebration outlines, with suggested prayers and rites; 
• 15 forms for community examination of conscience; 
• 23 pages of prayers for use by planners and during celebrations; 
• brief notes on celebrating general absolution when this is permitted. 

$7.95 (code 2,274) 

Place your order with 

CCCB PUBUCATIONS, 90 Parent Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7Bl 

Tel.: 1-800-769-1147 or (613)241-7538 Fax: (613)241-5090 
E-mail: publi@cccb.ca 

Please send me the following resources: 

Organization-----------------=------------
Contact _________ ~-------------------

Address -----------------------------,-
City ___________ Province ______ Postal Code ______ _ 

Telephone LJ Fax LJ E-mail ________ _ 
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