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Dear Catholic families, 
 
As disciples of Christ, we live by the truths revealed in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition with the gift of the 
Holy Spirit who animates, guides, strengthens, enlightens and gives us the new life and the freedom of the children 
of God. Our days are filled with an array of opportunities to live in the Spirit of God and to advance in our walk of 
holiness whatever our particular vocation might be. In our daily living of the Gospel, we are confronted with 
numerous occasions to choose God, to walk in the Lord’s ways, through which we advance the Kingdom on earth. 
Walking decidedly on the path of holiness requires a daily conversion and an embracing of the Gospel way.  
 
As Christian parents fulfill their special vocation in the Church in extending and increasing Gospel witnessing and 
outreach for love of Christ, they likewise point powerfully to the sacredness of holy matrimony presented and 
embodied as the sign of Christ's love for the Church (Eph 5:25), a great mystery (Eph 5:32).  Furthermore, as the 
Christian family is a gift from God, it is likewise modeled after God himself. Saint John Paul II reminded the 
faithful that “in a beautiful and profound way, our God in his deepest mystery is not a solitude, but a family, since 
he has in himself fatherhood, sonship and the essence of the family, which is love” (homily, Puebla de Los Angeles, 
Mexico 28 January 1979). Indeed, the family is an icon, an image of the Trinity and as such, it is meant to bring 
forth life and love.  
 
The Church in Canada sets aside one week during the year to celebrate the gift of family, in which life is generated 
and nurtured. This year’s Week for Life and the Family will be observed from May 10 to May 17, with the theme, 
“Children: The Crowning Glory of Marriage”. Today there are many crises affecting marriage and family. Some 
people have even begun to question whether it is good to bring children into the world. In the face of such doubts, 
we reaffirm that children are an authentic blessing from God. The gift of a child carries with it a responsibility: the 
task of passing on the light of faith. In doing so, fathers and mothers, along with their children become “the light of 
the world” (Mt 5:14). Our society, now more than ever, needs to see the joy of Christian families, who radiate 
God’s love for humanity and are a sign of his loving presence for the world. 
 
With my brother Bishops, it is my prayer that during this year’s Week for Life and the Family, you and your family 
will be witnesses to the joy of marriage, a joy born of a living encounter with Jesus, anointed by his Spirit and 
glorifying the Father of all mercies. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 
+ Richard Gagnon 
Archbishop of Winnipeg 
President of the Canadian Conference  
of Catholic Bishops 


