
Homily Notes / Suggestions 
 
One or more of these notes might be incorporated into the homily for the given Sunday. 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter, 10 May 2020 
 
First Reading: Acts 6.1-7 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 133.1-2, 4-5, 18-19 (R.22) 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 2.4-9 
Gospel Acclamation: John 14.6 
Gospel: John 14.1-12 
 
The readings for this Sunday remind us that God’s word is alive and active. This can be a sign of 
God’s loving care for us at all times. Do we recognize the loving presence of God in our 
everyday lives? How do we experience his love for us in our families and how do we share that 
love with others? 
 
In the First Reading, so that the twelve may not neglect the word of God, “seven men of good 
standing” are appointed to serve the community. The first verse states: “The Hellenists 
complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected.” 
 
The Bible says this about widows: in the letter of James 1.27, we are reminded to care for the 
orphans and the widows: “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to 
care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” 
 
This is a reiteration of what is found in the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy 10:18: 
The Lord “executes justice for the orphan and the widow.” 
 
In what Pope Francis calls a “throw away culture” too often the poor and the elderly are 
neglected. As Christian families we are called to imitate God’s righteousness. We can do so by 
caring for those persons on the peripheries such as the widow. In chapter five of Amoris Laetitia, 
“Love Made Fruitful,” Pope Francis says that families are called to help our “extended family” 
which is made up of those in need: single mothers, orphans, and widows. 
 
The Responsorial Psalm tells us that “the word of the Lord is upright” (v. 4), and to “hope in 
his steadfast love” (v. 18). Despite our shortcomings and failings, do we experience God’s 
“steadfast love” so that we may “rejoice in the Lord”? 
 
In the Second Reading, the fifth verse states: “Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house.” The Christian family is a domestic church, a spiritual house. As God’s own 
people, we are called to “proclaim the mighty acts of him who called [us] out of darkness into his 
marvellous light” (v. 9). 
 
In chapter five of Amoris Laetitia, the pope reminds us that “God has given the family the job of 
‘domesticating’ the world and helping each person to see fellow human beings as brothers and 
sisters” (no. 183). 



In the Gospel, Jesus says that “the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, 
in fact, will do greater works than these . . . (Jn 14.12). The believing family becomes, in faith, 
the locus where these “greater works” can take place. In this way “their fruitfulness expands and 
in countless ways makes God’s love present in society” (Amoris Laetitia, no. 184). 
 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter, 10 May 2020 
 
First Reading: Acts 8.5-8, 14-17 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 66.1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a, 16+20 (R.1) 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3.15-18 
Gospel Acclamation: John 14.23 
Gospel: John 14.15-21 
 
In the First Reading, it says that “Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the 
Christ to them” (v. 5). In chapter five of Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis says that “families speak 
to others of Jesus . . . by their witness and words.” In what ways do we as families proclaim 
Christ to the world? 
 
The Responsorial Psalm says to “make a joyful noise to God, all the earth” (v. 1). Children are 
a gift from the Lord and the sound they make is truly a joyful noise to God. Pope Francis 
reminds us to give our children “not just money, but most of all your time, attention and love.” 
 
The Second Reading states: “In your hearts sanctify Christ the Lord. Always be ready to make 
your defence to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you” (v.15). 
Each one of us has received the great gift of life from God. Pope Francis reminds us in chapter 
five of Amoris Laetitia, that “in the family we learn to live as one” (no. 194) and that “from this 
initial experience of fraternity, nourished by affection and education at home, the style of 
fraternity radiates like a promise upon the whole of society” (no. 194). How do we live out in our 
family lives “the hope that is in us”? 
 
In the Gospel, Jesus says: “I will not leave you orphaned” (v. 18). As Christians we are part of 
God’s family. We are not orphaned but we are loved by God. Christian families are called to 
share God’s love with the world so that others moved by our witness will come to know the 
Father’s love and become part of his family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Other possible suggestions for homily notes: 
 
• There are many crises affecting marriage and family. The Christian family living out its faith 

becomes a sign of God’s Good News. Children are a blessing and a sign of hope in God’s 
providential care for us. 
 

• Saint John Paul II reminds us that “God, in his deepest mystery, is not a solitude but a 
family.” The family that lives out its Christian faith is an image of God and a visible sign of 
his presence in the world. 
 

• Pope Francis says that children are “the most beautiful fruit . . . [of] love” between a mother 
and a father. The Holy Father reminds parents that their task is “to accept the gift, to be 
astounded by its beauty and to make it shine in society.” 
 

• “Young people intensely feel the call to love,” says Pope Francis. They learn to love in the 
school of the family through the lived example of their parents and grandparents. 
 

• There is a saying: “Children keep us young.” Pope Francis reminds us that “true youth means 
having a heart capable of loving.” The newness of Jesus and his love keeps us ever young 
when we live as faithful witnesses to the Gospel of Christ. 

 
 

 

  



Homily Notes/Suggestions for the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Readings 
 
Sunday 10 May 2020 - Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 
Acts, 11.19-30; John, 4.5-32 Tone 4 
 
St. John Chrysostom reminds us regarding this Epistle that “The persecution turned out to be no 
slight benefit, as ‘to those who love God all things work together for good’ (Romans 8:28). (St 
John Chrysostom, Homily XXXV on Acts XI, B # 55, 162.)  He also reminds us that the Samaritan 
woman who really does not know Christ, is honest with him about her life, and experiences the 
power of God to transform, and yet we who are offered this same powerful forgiveness and 
transformation are somewhat ‘blasé’ in our response.  He says “…Now if a woman of Samaria is 
so eager to learn something profitable; if she stays with Christ though not yet knowing Him, 
what pardon shall we obtain?... We know Him, …yet are unable to endure anything that is said, 
but are jaded in our knowledge.” (St. John Chrysostom, Homily XXXI on John III, B # 58, 110.).  
 

• How do we as families and individual faithful, truly follow Christ, becoming the 
missionary disciples, like the Samaritan woman, that we are called to be? 
 

• How many times in our lives, was it precisely in those moments of suffering, great need, 
that we turned to God?  How is the cross mirrored in our life, when sorrow and suffering 
were turned through faith to peace and joy in Christ? 
 

• The Church Fathers have told us that calling out to God for “help” is one of the highest 
forms of prayer as it acknowledges the truth of our situation, that without God we are 
weak, limited, and inclined to lose our way.  We need Him.  He does not need us but he 
“hungers and thirsts” for us to come to Him and be saved. 
 

• How do we as individuals and families, respond to His love, and “hunger and thirst” to 
do His will even when that ‘demands’ something of us, requires that we change?  What 
is it in our lives that needs change, in order to be “all in” for Christ?  Let us truly and 
completely remember our call in the Liturgy to “…commend ourselves, each other and 
our whole life to Christ our God.” 
 

• Practical tips: 
o #1. Recall in our own lives, the times when God has used great struggle to draw 

us closer to Him, and share that with our family. 
 

o #2. Consider the cause of “life” and the ways in which human dignity and 
especially “motherhood” are maligned and denigrated in our culture.  Let us 
follow Christ and learn about how the Church views the human person, man and 
woman, and how that impacts how we live our lives in relationship to one 
another and society (read Christ our Pascha #856-897). 
 

o #3. As parents and grandparents, throughout our lives we may not even have 
known or understood fully the teachings mentioned in #2.  Let us consider how 
we might become better informed in order to pass these beautiful teachings on to 



our grandchildren who are immersed even more in a hypersexualized, pornified 
culture of death.  Let us ask to receive from our pastor’s and leaders solid and 
careful teachings for us, our families, and, our grandchildren, as expressed in St. 
John Paul II’s Theology of the Body. (See Fr. Thomas Loya on the Theology of 
the 
Body: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duYRjFTH5n8); http://www.theology
ofthebody.net/ ). 
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Prayers of the Faithful 
 
One or more of the following may be incorporated into the petitions for the given Sunday. 
 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer 
 
 
 
• That mothers and fathers may be open to the gift of children, that astounded by the gift of life 

may they make this gift shine in society. We pray: 
 
• That parents be given the Holy Spirit to empower them to transmit the life of faith to their 

children. We pray: 
 
• That Christian families may live out the joy of the Gospel and radiate God’s love for 

humanity. We pray: 
 
• That young people who “intensely feel the call to love” may, by the example of their parents, 

learn to grow in the knowledge and love of God. We pray: 
 
• That young people, who are the ‘now’ of God, may be open to the promptings of the Holy 

Spirit to help them discern their vocation in life. We pray: 
 
• That Christian families may draw on the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and act 

upon her words to “do whatever [Jesus] . . . tells you (Jn 2:5).” We pray: 
 
 


