
 
 

 

 

8 April 2020 

 

 

The Most Reverend Menghesteab Tesfamariam, M.C.C.J. 

Metropolitan of Asmara of the Eritreans and  

President of the Council of the Eritrean Church 

Archeparchy of Asmara 

Addi Keih Street 19 

P.O. Box 244 

Asmara, ERITREA 

catholicasmara@gmail.com 

 

Your Excellency,  

 

Fraternal greetings in our Risen Lord!  

 

I write today on behalf of the Bishops of Canada, united by the bonds of communion and solidarity, to 

express our profound concern with the situation of religious persecution that you, our brother Bishops in Eritrea, 

along with your faithful, are currently facing on account of undue and overt government interference in the 

affairs of the Church in Eritrea.  

 

Thanks to the presence of Eritrean-Catholics in Canada, as well as reports from news media from 

around the world, we, the Bishops of Canada, are growing in our awareness of unacceptable actions taken by the 

Eritrean government, such as the seizure of Catholic schools and the closure of Catholic hospitals and other 

medical facilities run by religious and committed laity, the latter affecting thousands of people of all ages, 

particularly at this time amidst the threat of COVID-19.  

 

Official reports from the United Nations and other international organizations have further confirmed 

our understanding of the severity of the situation. We were likewise dismayed to learn as recently as last month 

that government officials in Eritrea arbitrarily denied entry into the country of His Eminence Berhaneyesus 

Demerew Cardinal Suraphiel and other ecclesiastical dignitaries, preventing their participation in the 

Golden Jubilee and Patronal feast of the Cathedral Church of Kidanemhret in Asmara, which had been the stated 

purpose of their intended visit.  

 

While the oppression to which you are being subjected, particularly as it is unprovoked, could naturally 

give rise to hurt, anger and even resentment, we have looked with admiration on your measured but firm 

approach with government officials, demonstrating a commitment to justice, common humanity, peaceful 

coexistence, as well as honest and respectful dialogue.  

 

At the same time, we cannot ignore or be indifferent to the tremendous suffering of all the Catholic 

faithful in Eritrea. May the light of Christ, which has shone in Eritrea since the early Church, as well as the 

fortitude and courage which you, the Bishops of Eritrea, have manifested in your hope-filled pastoral letter 

Where is my brother? not be overcome by the difficulties of this time.  

 

I wish to assure you that the Bishops of Canada are praying for your endurance as shepherds.  We will 

encourage and support, in whatever way we can, any initiatives by the Government of Canada or the Holy See 

to urge Eritrean political leadership to respect the human rights and religious freedom of its citizens; in like  
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fashion, this Conference has apprised the Holy See of its concerns and has also written to the Government of 

Canada to call its attention to the situation of the Church in Eritrea.  

 

We pray for your faithful, especially younger generations and those detained or imprisoned in horrific 

conditions, that God may grant them perseverance in faith. We pray for President Isaias Afwerki and all 

government leaders of Eritrea, that their hearts and their minds may be enlightened by the Gospel. We pray for 

all Christians in Eritrea and the healing of divisions among them, that the unity of Christ’s followers may be a 

source of strength amidst the present adversity.  

 

Finally, we assure you of our own fraternal and pastoral solicitude and prayers for the Eritrean-Catholics 

now living in Canada.  

 

As we approach the celebration of the Easter Triduum, we are particularly united with you all in a 

special and intense way. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 
 

+ Richard Gagnon 

Archbishop of Winnipeg and  

President of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc. His Eminence Berhaneyesus Demerew Cardinal Souraphiel, Metropolitan of Addis Abeba and President of 

the Ethiopian and Eritrean Conference of Bishops 

The Most Reverend Thomas Osman, O.F.M. Cap., Bishop of Barentu of the Eritreans 

The Most Reverend Fikremariam Hagos Tsalim, Bishop of Segheneyti of the Eritreans 

The Most Reverend Kidane Yebio, Bishop of Keren of the Eritreans 


