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1) Foundational Church Documents (Vatican Council II and After) 

 

Gaudium et Spes, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (1965), 

Chapter II, “The Community of Mankind”, n. 23-32, 

Ahttp://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-

ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html  (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Nostra Aetate, Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions (1965), 

n. 5, http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-

ii_decl_19651028_nostra-aetate_en.html (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Dignitatis Humanae, Declaration on Religious Freedom (1965), n. 6, 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-

ii_decl_19651207_dignitatis-humanae_en.html 

 

Octogesima Adveniens, Apostolic Letter of Pope Paul VI (1971), n. 16, “Discrimination”, 

http://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/apost_letters/documents/hf_p-

vi_apl_19710514_octogesima-adveniens.html (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, Encyclical Letter of Pope John Paul II for the 20th anniversary of 

Populorum Progressio (1987), n. 15, 24, 25, 33,  http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-

ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis.html (accessed 

24 July 2020) 

 

Message of Pope Francis for the celebration of the 52nd World Day of Peace, 1 January 

2019, Good politics is at the service of peace, n. 4, “Political vices”,  

http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-

ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis.html (accessed 24 July 2020)
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Catechism of the Catholic Church, Part Three: “Life in Christ”, Section One, “Man’s 

Vocation Life in the Spirit”, Chapter 2, “The human community”, Article 3, “Social Justice”, 

n. 1928-1948, http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P6N.HTM (accessed 24 July 

2020) 

 

Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace

_doc_20060526_compendio-dott-soc_en.html (accessed 24 July 2020) 

- “Creatures in the image of God”, n. 108-114 

- “The equal dignity of all people”, n. 144-148 

- “Immigration and work”, n. 297-298 

- “Globalization: opportunities and risks”, n. 361-367 

- “Foundation and purpose of the political community”, n. 384-392 

- “The international community and values”, n. 433-435 

 

2) Holy See 

 

Pope Francis, the section in his special greetings toward the end of his message, beginning 

“My friends, we cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in any form”, 

General Audience, 3 June 2020, 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2020/documents/papa-

francesco_20200603_udienza-generale.html (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Pope Francis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Ahamad al-Tayyib, Document on “Human 

Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together”, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 

4 February 2019, 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2019/outside/documents/papa-

francesco_20190204_documento-fratellanza-umana.html (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Pope Francis, Address to participants in the Plenary Session of the Pontifical Academy of 

Social Sciences, 2 May 2019, 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2019/may/documents/papa-

francesco_20190502_plenaria-scienze-sociali.html (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Pope Benedict XVI, the section in his greetings toward the end of his message, beginning 

“The Conference organized by the United Nations, the Review Conference of the Durban 

Declaration of 2001 Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related 

Intolerance will begin tomorrow in Geneva”, Angelus Message, 19 April 2009, 

http://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/angelus/2009/documents/hf_ben-

xvi_reg_20090419.html (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Pope Benedict XVI, Urbi et orbi message, Christmas 2006, 

http://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/urbi/documents/hf_ben-

xvi_mes_20061225_urbi.html (accessed 24 July 2020) 
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Pope John Paul II, Address to the new ambassador of the Republic of South Africa to the 

Holy See, 18 May 2001, http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-

ii/en/speeches/2001/may/documents/hf_jp-ii_spe_20010518_ambassador-south-africa.html 

(accessed 24 July 2020) 

  

Pope John Paul II, Address to the first ambassador of the State of Israel to the Holy See, 

29 September 1994, http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-

ii/en/speeches/1994/september/documents/hf_jp-ii_spe_19940929_ambasciatore-israele.html 

(accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Pope John Paul II, Address to the representatives of the Jewish world organizations, 

12 March 1979, http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-

ii/en/speeches/1979/march/documents/hf_jp-ii_spe_19790312_org-ebraiche.html (accessed 

24 July 2020) 

 

Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace, Struggle against Racism: Some Contributions 

of the Church. The Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (1973-

1983)”. Working Document, n. 4. 2nd edition, 2011. 

http://www.iustitiaetpax.va/content/dam/giustiziaepace/pubblicazioni/Textson-line-

only/Doc.%204%20English.pdf (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Pontifical Council of Justice and Peace, President, Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, 

“Message to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops on the occasion of the 

25th anniversary of the Pastoral Letter ‘Brothers and Sisters to Us’”, 2004, 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/cardinal-renato-

martino-of-the-vatican-pontifical-council-for-justice-and-peace.cfm (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace, Président, Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, 

“Message to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops on the occasion of the 

25th anniversary of the Pastoral Letter ‘Brothers and Sisters to Us’”, 2004, 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/cardinal-renato-

martino-of-the-vatican-pontifical-council-for-justice-and-peace.cfm (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace, “Contribution to World Conference against 

Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (Durban, 31 August – 

7 September 2001)”, 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeac

e_doc_20010829_comunicato-razzismo_en.html (accessed 24 July 2020) 

  

Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace, The Church and Racism: Towards a More 

Fraternal Society, 1988, https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/church-and-racism-

towards-a-more-fraternal-society-2426 (accessed 24 July 2020) 
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Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations, The Most Reverend 

Bernardito Auza, Seventy-fourth Session of the United Nations General Assembly, Third 

Committee, Statement “Agenda Item 68: Elimination of Racism, Racial Discrimination, 

Xenophobia and Related Intolerance”, 30 October 2019, 

https://holyseemission.org/contents/statements/5db9dfc80c6ad.php (accessed 24 July 2020)   

 

Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations, The Most Reverend 

Bernardito Auza, Seventy-third Session of the United Nations General Assembly, Third 

Committee, Statement “Agenda Item 72: Elimination of Racism, Racial Discrimination, 

Xenophobia and Related Intolerance”, 30 October 2018, 

https://holyseemission.org/contents/statements/5bd8ed3b42974.php (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations, The Most Reverend 

Bernardito Auza, Seventy-second Session of the United Nations General Assembly, Third 

Committee, Statement “Agenda Item 70: Elimination of Racism, Racial Discrimination, 

Xenophobia and Related Intolerance”, 31 October 2017, 

https://holyseemission.org/contents/statements/59f9d3de3d714.php (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations, The Most Reverend 

Bernardito Auza, Seventy-first Session of the United Nations General Assembly, Third 

Committee, Statement “Agenda Item 66: Elimination of Racism, Racial Discrimination, 

Xenophobia and Related Intolerance”, 2 November 2016, 

https://holyseemission.org/contents//statements/581a44e1150a7.php (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations, The Most Reverend 

Bernardito Auza, Seventieth Session of the United Nations General Assembly, Third 

Committee, Statement “Agenda Item 70: Elimination of Racism, Racial Discrimination, 

Xenophobia and Related Intolerance”, 3 November 2015,  

https://holyseemission.org/contents/statements/56390fe7e72360.56821202.php (accessed 
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Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations, The Most Reverend 

Bernardito Auza, Sixty-ninth Session of the United Nations General Assembly, Third 

Committee, Agenda Item 65, Statement “Development policies for indigenous peoples, 

20 October 2014, http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/2014/documents/rc-

seg-st-20141020_auza-popolazioni-indigene_en.html (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

Permanent Representative of the Holy See to the United Nations and Other International 

Organizations (Geneva), The Most Reverend Silvano M. Tomasi, 27th session of the Human 

Rights Council, Statement “On item 3 - general debate on ‘Indigenous People’, 17 September 

2014, http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/2014/documents/rc-seg-st-
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razzismo_en.html (accessed 24 July 2020)   

 

3) Bishops of Canada 

 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Statement “God created humankind in his image 
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12 August 2020) 

 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, President, The Most Reverend Lionel Gendron, 
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content/uploads/2020/01/Canadian_Catholic_Indigenous_Council_-_20th_Anniversary_-

_EN.pdf (accessed 12 August 2020) 

 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Suggestions on residential school burial sites and 

Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, 10 May 2017, 

https://www.cccb.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2017/05/Suggestions_re_cemeteries__missing__murdered_Indigenous_wom

en_and_girls_-_EN.pdf (accessed 12 August 2020) 

 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, President, The Most Reverend Douglas Crosby, 

O.M.I., Statement regarding the attack carried out at the Centre culturel islamique de 

Québec, 30 January 2017, https://www.cccb.ca/letter/statement-president-canadian-

conference-catholic-bishops/ (accessed 12 August 2020) 

 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/2010/documents/rc_seg-st_20100420_migliore-popol-indigene_fr.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/2010/documents/rc_seg-st_20100420_migliore-popol-indigene_fr.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/2009/documents/rc_seg-st_20090422_durban-conference_fr.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/2009/documents/rc_seg-st_20090422_durban-conference_fr.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/diplomazia-multilaterale/1-onu-ass-gen/commissioni-principali/com-3-social/documents/rc_seg-st_20020128_martino-razzismo_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/diplomazia-multilaterale/1-onu-ass-gen/commissioni-principali/com-3-social/documents/rc_seg-st_20020128_martino-razzismo_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/diplomazia-multilaterale/1-onu-ass-gen/commissioni-principali/com-3-social/documents/rc_seg-st_20020128_martino-razzismo_en.html
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Statement-by-CCCB-8-June-2020-Racism-EN.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Statement-by-CCCB-8-June-2020-Racism-EN.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Canadian_Catholic_Indigenous_Council_-_20th_Anniversary_-_EN.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Canadian_Catholic_Indigenous_Council_-_20th_Anniversary_-_EN.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Canadian_Catholic_Indigenous_Council_-_20th_Anniversary_-_EN.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Suggestions_re_cemeteries__missing__murdered_Indigenous_women_and_girls_-_EN.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Suggestions_re_cemeteries__missing__murdered_Indigenous_women_and_girls_-_EN.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Suggestions_re_cemeteries__missing__murdered_Indigenous_women_and_girls_-_EN.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/letter/statement-president-canadian-conference-catholic-bishops/
https://www.cccb.ca/letter/statement-president-canadian-conference-catholic-bishops/


 

 

- 6 - 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops and Canadian Rabbinic Caucus, “Declaration of 

Jewish-Catholic dialogue for Canada”, 25 November 2015, https://www.cccb.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2019/07/Jewish-Catholic_Declaration_for_Canada_-

_Approved_by_CCCB_-_CRC.pdf (accessed 12 August 2020) 

 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Episcopal Commission for Christian Unity, 

Religious Relations with the Jews, and Interfaith Dialogue, resource “A Church in 

Dialogue – Catholics and Muslims in Canada: Believers and Citizens in Society”, 8 July 

2015, https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/CCCB_Muslim_EN_web-1.pdf 

(accessed 12 August 2020) 

 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Media release, “Launching of Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission: An opportunity for healing and hope”, 1 May 2008, 

https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/launching-of-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-an-

opportunity-for-healing-and-hope/ (accessed 12 August 2020) 

 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Episcopal Commission for Social Affairs, Brief 

presented to the Standing Committee on Citizenship and Immigration, 28 November 2006, 

https://www.cccb.ca/document/brief-presented-by-the-episcopal-commission-for-social-

affairs-to-the-standing-committee-on-citizenship-and-immigration/ (accessed 12 August 

2020) 

 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Episcopal Commission for Social Affairs and the 

Episcopal Commission for Interfaith Dialogue, Pastoral message “Eliminate Racial and 

Religious Discrimination: See Every Person as My Sister or Brother”, 21 March 2004, 

https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2004/03/March21-2004Racism.pdf (accessed 

12 August 2020) 

 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Episcopal Commission for Ecumenism, “Jubilee: 

Renewing our common bonds with the Jewish community”, 12 October 2000, 

https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/jewishmessage.pdf (accessed 12 August 

2020) 

 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Media release, “Catholic Church looks forward to 

Royal Commission Report”, 19 November 1996,  https://www.cccb.ca/media-

release/catholic-church-looks-forward-to-royal-commission-report/ (accessed 12 August 

2020) 

 

4) Bishops of other countries 

 

Conference of Bishops of France, Council for inter-religious relations and new religious 

currents, Chairman, The Most Reverend Michel Santier, statement following the proposal of 

the parliamentary commission on full-face veils, 1 February 2010 (in French), 

https://eglise.catholique.fr/conference-des-eveques-de-france/textes-et-declarations/367363-

declaration-de-mgr-santier-suite-aux-propositions-de-la-mission-parlementaire-sur-le-voile-

integral/ (accessed 24 July 2020)  

https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Jewish-Catholic_Declaration_for_Canada_-_Approved_by_CCCB_-_CRC.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Jewish-Catholic_Declaration_for_Canada_-_Approved_by_CCCB_-_CRC.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Jewish-Catholic_Declaration_for_Canada_-_Approved_by_CCCB_-_CRC.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/CCCB_Muslim_EN_web-1.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/launching-of-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-an-opportunity-for-healing-and-hope/
https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/launching-of-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-an-opportunity-for-healing-and-hope/
https://www.cccb.ca/document/brief-presented-by-the-episcopal-commission-for-social-affairs-to-the-standing-committee-on-citizenship-and-immigration/
https://www.cccb.ca/document/brief-presented-by-the-episcopal-commission-for-social-affairs-to-the-standing-committee-on-citizenship-and-immigration/
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2004/03/March21-2004Racism.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/jewishmessage.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/catholic-church-looks-forward-to-royal-commission-report/
https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/catholic-church-looks-forward-to-royal-commission-report/
https://eglise.catholique.fr/conference-des-eveques-de-france/textes-et-declarations/367363-declaration-de-mgr-santier-suite-aux-propositions-de-la-mission-parlementaire-sur-le-voile-integral/
https://eglise.catholique.fr/conference-des-eveques-de-france/textes-et-declarations/367363-declaration-de-mgr-santier-suite-aux-propositions-de-la-mission-parlementaire-sur-le-voile-integral/
https://eglise.catholique.fr/conference-des-eveques-de-france/textes-et-declarations/367363-declaration-de-mgr-santier-suite-aux-propositions-de-la-mission-parlementaire-sur-le-voile-integral/


 

 

- 7 - 

 

Conference of Bishops of France, declaration of repentance by the Bishops of France, 

30 September 1997 (in French), https://eglise.catholique.fr/conference-des-eveques-de-

france/textes-et-declarations/369207-declaration-de-repentance-des-eveques-de-france/ 

(accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

The Presidency of the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE) and the President 

of the Commission of the Bishops’ Conferences of the European Union (COMECE), 

“Statement on the 75th anniversary of the liberation of the German Nazi extermination camp 

Auschwitz-Birkenau”, 25 January 2020, https://www.ccee.eu/bishops-of-europe-on-

auschwitz-birkenau-liberation-anniversary-no-to-anti-semitism-and-political-manipulation-

of-the-truth/?lang=en (accessed 24 July 2020) 

 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, web page, “Combatting Racism”, 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/index.cfm (accessed 

24 July 2020) 

  

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, “Practical Steps for Eradicating Racism: An 

Invitation”, 2020, http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-

dignity/racism/upload/action-steps-to-eradicate-racism.pdf  

 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Pastoral letter against racism, “Open wide our 

hearts: The enduring call to love”, 2018, http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-

and-dignity/racism/upload/open-wide-our-hearts.pdf  

 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Pastoral letter on racism, “Brothers and sisters 

to us”, 1979, http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-

american/brothers-and-sisters-to-us.cfm  

 

 

 

This list of resources has been compiled by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. It may 

be reproduced and shared without permission for non-commercial purposes by 

dioceses/eparchies, parishes and other religious organizations, provided that the source is 

acknowledged.  

 

https://eglise.catholique.fr/conference-des-eveques-de-france/textes-et-declarations/369207-declaration-de-repentance-des-eveques-de-france/
https://eglise.catholique.fr/conference-des-eveques-de-france/textes-et-declarations/369207-declaration-de-repentance-des-eveques-de-france/
https://www.ccee.eu/bishops-of-europe-on-auschwitz-birkenau-liberation-anniversary-no-to-anti-semitism-and-political-manipulation-of-the-truth/?lang=en
https://www.ccee.eu/bishops-of-europe-on-auschwitz-birkenau-liberation-anniversary-no-to-anti-semitism-and-political-manipulation-of-the-truth/?lang=en
https://www.ccee.eu/bishops-of-europe-on-auschwitz-birkenau-liberation-anniversary-no-to-anti-semitism-and-political-manipulation-of-the-truth/?lang=en
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/action-steps-to-eradicate-racism.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/action-steps-to-eradicate-racism.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/open-wide-our-hearts.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/open-wide-our-hearts.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/brothers-and-sisters-to-us.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/brothers-and-sisters-to-us.cfm

