
Homily Notes / Suggestions 
 

One or more of these notes might be incorporated into the homily for the given Sunday. 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter, 9 May 2021 

 

First Reading: Acts 10.25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 98.1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 (R.2b) 

Second Reading: 1 John 4. 7-10 

Gospel Acclamation: John 14.23 

Gospel: John 15.9-17 

 

The readings for this Sunday demonstrate God’s saving power in the life of the Church. Can we 

recognize the action of the Holy Spirit in our lives? Are we docile to God’s work in us? Do we 

allow the Lord to dwell in our midst so as to make our family a domestic church and thus help in 

the building up of the Church and His Kingdom? 

 

 

In the First Reading, we see “that God shows no partiality” for those who do “what is right and 

acceptable to Him.” As Christian parents we are called to live out the domestic church and “train 

children in the right way” (Prov 22.6). 

 

God is prodigal in his gifts, pouring out the Holy Spirit on all. We who have been baptized in his 

Spirit are called to be living stones building up His Kingdom. Are we generous with the gifts of 

our time and talents with those whom we love, especially our children? 

 

The Responsorial Psalm exhorts us to “make a joyful noise to the Lord,” and to “break forth into 

joyous song and sing praises.” Are we as parents and as disciples of Jesus living lives that radiate 

the joy of the Gospel? Pope Francis reminds us in Gaudete et Exsultate, n. 122 that “Far from 

being timid, morose, acerbic or melancholy, or putting on a dreary face, the saints are joyful and 

full of good humour.” Let us be filled with the Holy Spirit and be models of joy to our children 

and to all whom we encounter. 

 

In the Second Reading, we are reminded we can only know God by loving. The Church was born 

out of Christ’s sacrificial love on the Cross. To love means encountering the Cross in our daily 

family lives. Only by loving those closest to us can we truly say that we love God. 

 

In the Gospel, Jesus says that we are no longer servants but we are his friends.  Friendship with 

Jesus means following his commandments. This is not a burden but when done out of love give 

birth to true joy. The joy of following Christ demonstrates that it is he who chose us first. In our 

own family life, what are some of the ways that we can show forth this love? What are the means 

in which we place others first showing them the love of God? 

 

 

 

 



 

Ascension of the Lord, 16 May 2021 

 

First Reading: Acts 1.1-11 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 47.1-2, 5-6, 7-8 (R.5a) 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1.17-23 or 

     (longer) Ephesians 4.1-13; (shorter) Ephesians 4.1-7, 11-13 

Gospel Acclamation: Matthew 28.19, 20 

Gospel: Mark 16.15-20 

 

 

In the First Reading, Jesus tells his disciples “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.” What are some of the ways in which our families witness to Jesus Christ in 

the world today? How do we experience God’s saving power in our family life? 

 

The Responsorial Psalm commands us to “Sing praises to God.” As human beings we have a 

need to worship and praise. We shout for joy at sporting events and when we recognize the amazing 

talents of others. What are some of the ways that we can give thanks and praise to God who is the 

author and end of our lives? 

 

The Second Reading reminds us of our “glorious inheritance among the saints.” We put much 

preparation into making sure our children will have a good education and we also prepare for our 

own retirement. These things are very important. What are some of the things we can do to so 

that our families can obtain God’s “glorious inheritance”? 

 

 In the Gospel, Jesus says: “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole 

creation.” What are some of the ways that we as Christian disciples and as the domestic church 

can proclaim the gospel to the world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Homily Notes/Suggestions for the Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Readings 
 

Sunday 9 May 2021 

Sixth Sunday after Pascha - Sunday of the Man Born Blind 

Acts 16:16-34; John 9:1-38 - Tone 5 

 

Notes on the reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 

 

In today’s reading from Acts, Paul and Silas are preaching the Gospel in Philippi. As a Greco-

Roman city, the inhabitants would have worshiped many gods according to the Greek custom. 

As a Roman colony, it would also have the imperial cult which recognized the Emperor as being 

divine; the one who brings peace and salvation. Paul and Silas who proclaim “a way of 

salvation” as “slaves of the Most High God” are thus preaching against the gods of the city and 

against the Emperor. This is attested to by the slave-girl who follows Paul and Silas pestering 

them until Paul, annoyed, casts out the demon from her. For this act, they are brought before the 

magistrates of the city and are flogged and jailed. 

 

Not unlike our own times, proclaiming the Kingdom of God and preaching the Gospel is to 

preach against the “gods” of our era. We may not be flogged or jailed but to proclaim the whole 

Christian truth about marriage and family today will come at a cost. We must not lose heart.  

Pope Francis has reminded us to evangelize with joy and the Scriptures testify to the power of 

this joy. Paul and Silas’ response to their difficulties is to pray and sing hymns to God who then 

manifests his power by breaking their bonds. If we too are faithful to God in the face of 

adversity, our joyful witness to the Gospel may be an occasion for God’s grace to break the 

bonds of those who do not know of his saving love. In this way they may come to “believe in the 

Lord Jesus Christ” and “be saved.” 

 

 

Notes on the Gospel reading: 

 

In the Gospel reading for today, Jesus’ disciples wonder “Who sinned, this man or his parent, 

that he was born blind?” Jesus states that it is neither the man nor his parents who sinned but the 

blindness is meant to be a revelation of God’s work in him. This is exactly what happens when 

Jesus heals the blind man. Even greater than the healing of his physical blindness is the opening 

of his spiritual eyes. The man born blind can now see and recognize Jesus as the Son of Man, the 

light of the world. At times, we too can blame our suffering on our own sinfulness, as if we 

deserve to be punished. Yet our faith tells us that suffering can be a moment to reveal the works 

of God in our lives. When we unite our sufferings with Christ, our crucified and risen Saviour, 

we can be instruments of God’s grace and help bring the light of Christ to the world. There are 

many ways that we experience suffering in the family; suffering is not limited to the physical 

dimension. We suffer when we worry about our loved ones whether these be our parents, elderly 

relatives, or our children. In faith we know that the Lord is with us in all of these trials; he 

accompanies us and comes to us just as he did with the man born blind. As we put our trust in 

God, let us seek the intercession of Mary and Joseph; they suffered and trusted in God and 

therefore, are models to imitate so that we too can be a light to our own families. 

 



Sunday 16 May 2021 

Seventh Sunday after Pascha - Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 

Acts 20:16-18, 28-36; John 17:1-13 - Tone 6 

 

Notes on the reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 

 

Paul exhorts the elders of the church in Ephesus to “Keep watch over yourselves and over all of 

the flock.” He does so because he knows that “wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 

flock.” As parents, we too must guard our little flock, our domestic church. Today there are 

many “wolves” that seek to undermine the domestic church. It is a fine line that we must walk. 

We must protect our children from the “ways of the world.” At the same time, we cannot shelter 

them completely from the world. How do we live out our vocation as a family in the world but 

not of the world? What are the ways in which we can instill in our children the values of the 

Gospel so that they may follow Jesus who is the way, the truth, and the life? On our own it is 

impossible. We can only do so by the grace of God. Paul commends his readers “to God and to 

the message of his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance 

among all who are sanctified” (Acts 20:32). Do we pass on this message so that we build up our 

families or does our language tear others down? In building others up, putting others first, we are 

faithful to Paul’s command to “support the weak” and we fulfill the words of Jesus who said, “It 

is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

 

 

Notes on the Gospel reading: 

 

“I have made you known to those whom you gave me from the world.” These words of Jesus 

spoken during his farewell discourse can be taken as a basis for all Christian families. As parents, 

our children are ultimately not our own. Children are a gift from God. Part of our vocation as 

parents is to help our children know that God is their Father. Through the Holy Spirit, children 

come to know their heavenly Father and his son Jesus. In this way, we give our children an 

eternal perspective and we give them eternal life. As Jesus says, “And this is eternal life, that 

they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” Eternal life is not 

something that begins upon our entry into heaven but begins here and now. 

 

“I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do.” Jesus’ words can also be 

applied to parents as well. What is our work that glorifies God? As a domestic church, we glorify 

God in our ‘work’ as Christian families. Our work as Christians is a participation in the work of 

Christ to make God’s “name known to those whom” have been given to us. For parents and 

families, this is first and foremost, our children. By making God’s name know to them, we help 

them to come to know and love “the only true God.” This is our vocation as the domestic church 

and when we are faithful to our vocation as parents our joy will be made complete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers of the Faithful 
 

One or more of the following may be incorporated into the petitions for the given Sunday. 

 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer 

 

 

• For all families in need, that they be given the grace to live out fully their vocation as a domestic 

church. We pray: 

 

• For mothers, that they will be models of holiness in the gift of raising their children as sons 

and daughters of God. We pray: 

 

• For fathers, that they will grow in their ability to guard and guide their families on the path as 

St. Joseph did for the Holy Family. We pray: 

 

• For all young people, that they allow the light of Christ to shine in and through them giving 

witness to God’s love in their lives. We pray: 

 

• For the elderly, that they will be protected from all harm and disease and that their lives be a 

testament to God’s loving faithfulness. We pray: 

 

• For all families to be witnesses to the action of the Holy Spirit in how they forgive and 

encourage one another. We pray: 

 

 

 

 
 


