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PART 1 – FOUR CHAPTERS
C AT E C H E S I S I N T H E C H U R C H ’ S M I S S I O N O F E V A N G E L I Z AT I O N

• CHAPTER I: REVELATION AND ITS TRANSMISSION
• CHAPTER II: THE IDENTITY OF CATECHESIS
• CHAPTER III: THE CATECHIST
• CHAPTER IV: THE FORMATION OF CATECHISTS

SNEAK PEEK
W H AT ’ S N E W I N T H I S PA R T O F T H E
D I R E C TO R Y ?
• A number of thoughts, reflections and insights found in

the 1997 General Directory for Catechesis are more fully
developed here.
• 5 tasks of catechesis, not 6, with the last-named, the
formation of communities of missionary disciples, being
the key.
• Greater sense of inclusion, in particular, of the reality,
wisdom and traditions of the Eastern Churches.

• The importance of mercy as the lens through which we
view life, others, the process of evangelization.

SNEAK PEEK
W H AT ’ S N E W I N T H I S PA R T O F T H E
D I R E C TO R Y ?
• A much more integral view of the process of

evangelization - missionary activity, catechetical activity,
pastoral activity. All catechesis must be engaged in a
missionary key.
• The importance of the Rite of Christian Initiation and of
the Baptismal Catechumenate as the model for all
catechesis.
• The importance of and transformative and catechetical

power of Beauty and Love
• Accompaniment as a catechetical approach

SECTIONS AND MAJOR TOPICS
1. Jesus Christ, Revealer and Revelation of the Father
•

Revelation in God’s Providential Plan

•

Jesus Proclaims the Gospel of Salvation

2. Faith in Jesus Christ: The Response to God Who Reveals Himself
3. The Transmission of Revelation in the Faith of the Church

CHAPTER I:
REVELATION AND
ITS TRANSMISSION

•

Revelation and Evangelization

•

The Process of Evangelization

4. Evangelization in the Contemporary World
•

A New Stage of Evangelization

•

Evangelization of Cultures and Inculturation of the Faith

•

Catechesis at the Service of the New Evangelization
o Catechesis “is a missionary going forth”
o Catechesis under the sign of mercy
o Catechesis as a “laboratory” of dialogue

ESSENTIAL
QUESTIONS: WHAT
IS FAITH?

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: WHAT IS FAITH?
18. Faith is the welcoming of God’s love revealed in Jesus Christ, sincere adherence to his
person, and the free decision to follow him.

19. Faith is a gift from God

21. Faith is a personal act but not an individual and private choice: it has a relational and
communal character… every believer joins the community of disciples and… is part of (the
Church’s) mission.

THE CHURCH EXISTS IN ORDER
TO EVANGELIZE.
# 2 8 , Q U OT I N G E VA N G E L I I N U N T I A N D I 1 4

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
WHAT IS
EVANGELIZATION?

THREE “MOMENTS”
IN THE CHURCH’S MISSION OF EVANGELIZATION
CATECHETICAL
ACTIVITY

MISSIONARY ACTIVITY

PASTORAL ACTIVITY

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
W H AT I S
E VA N G E L I Z AT I O N ?

• 29. Evangelizing is not, in the first place, the delivery of
a doctrine; but rather, making present and announcing
Jesus Christ

• 31. Evangelization is an ecclesial process, inspired and

supported by the Holy Spirit, through which the Gospel
is proclaimed and spread throughout the world.

In the process of evangelization, the Church:

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
W H AT I S
E VA N G E L I Z AT I O N ?

•

Driven by charity, permeates and transforms the whole temporal order,
incorporating cultures and offering the contribution of the Gospel so that they can
be renewed from within;

•

Draws near to all humanity with attitudes of solidarity, fellowship and dialogue, this
bearing witness to the Christian’s newness of life, so that those who meet them may

be prompted to wonder about the meaning of life and the reasons for their
brotherhood and hope;
•

Explicitly declares the Gospel through the first proclamation, issuing the call to
conversion;

•

Initiates into Christian faith and life, through the catechumenal process (catechesis,

sacraments, witness of charity, fraternal experience) those who convert to Jesus
Christ or return to following him, incorporating the former and restoring the latter
into the Christian community;
•

Through ongoing education in the faith, the celebration of the sacraments and the
exercise of charity nourishes the gift of communion among the faithful and supports

the mission, sending all the disciples of Christ to proclaim the Gospel in the world,
with works and word.

DELVING DEEPER
EVANGELIZATION: STAGES AND MOMENTS
• 33. MISSIONARY ACTIVITY is the first stage of evangelization.
•

WITNESS

•

FIRST PROCLAMATION-- aim to stimulate interest and create dispositions for the
reception of faith.

• 34. INITIATORY CATECHESIS (corresponding to the periods of Catechumenate
and Purification and Enlightenment), through:
•

CATECHESIS,

•

LITURGICAL CEREMONIES,

•

WORKS OF CHARITY, AND

•

EXPERIENCE OF COMMUNITY.

• 35. PASTORAL ACTION nourishes the faith of the baptized and helps them in the
Christian life’s ongoing process of conversion.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD (37)
First proclamation

Relationship between the
Word of God and
contemporary culture

Educational
instruction in religion

The teaching of
theology

The homily and
preaching

Prayerful reading,
including in the form
of lectio divina

Popular Piety

DELVING DEEPER
EVANGELIZATION IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD
40. … The spirituality of the new evangelization is realized today in a pastoral conversion through which
the Church is urged to come to fruition in going forth, according to a dynamic that permeates all of
Revelation, and puts her in a permanent state of mission.
• This missionary impulse also leads to a true reform of ecclesial structures and dynamics, in such
a way that they may all become more missionary

Every one of the baptized, insofar as he is a “missionary
disciple,” is an active participant in this ecclesial
mission.

DELVING DEEPER
EVANGELIZATION IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD
• 41. Three areas addressed by evangelization:
1. Ordinary pastoral care

2. The Baptized who lack a meaningful relationship to the Church and no longer
experience the consolation born of faith.
• In addition to traditionally and perennially valid pastoral methods, the Church seeks to:
• Adopt new methods and
• Develop new language attuned to different world cultures.

3. Those who do not know Jesus Christ or who have always rejected him.

C AT E C H E S I S AT T H E S E R V I C E O F T H E
N E W E VA N G E L I Z AT I O N

• 48. … Missionary outreach is paradigmatic
for all the Church’s activity. Fundamental
considerations:
• 49. Catechesis “is a missionary going
forth.”
• 51. Catechesis under the sign of mercy
• 53. Catechesis as a “laboratory” of

dialogue

SECTIONS AND MAJOR TOPICS
• 1. The Nature of Catechesis

CHAPTER II:
THE IDENTITY OF
CATECHESIS

• 2. Catechesis in the Process of Evangelization
• 3. Goals of Catechesis
• 4. Tasks of Catechesis
• 5. Sources of Catechesis

DELVING DEEPER - CATECHESIS IS… (55)

An ecclesial act

Accompaniment

Arising from the missionary
mandate of the Lord

Education and Formation in
the faith and for the faith

Aimed at making the proclamation
of his passion, death, and
resurrection continually resound in
the heart of every person so that
lives may be transformed.

An introduction to the
celebration of the Mystery

A dynamic and complex reality
at the service of the Word of
God

Illumination and interpretation
of human life and history

DELVING DEEPER - IN OUR CURRENT REALITY… (56)
• Catechesis… is generally directed toward persons who have already received the first proclamation
• … If it is still useful to make conceptual distinctions between pre-evangelization, first proclamation, catechesis,
ongoing formation…
• In the present context it is no longer possible to stress such differences.
• In fact, on the one hand, those today who ask for or have already received the grace of the sacraments often do not
have an explicit experience of faith
• Or do not intimately know its power and warmth;
• On the other, a formal proclamation limited to the bare enunciation of the concepts of the faith would not permit an
understanding of the faith itself, which is instead a new horizon of life that is opened wide, starting from the
encounter with the Lord Jesus.

DELVING DEEPER– THE INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN KERYGMA
AND CATECHESIS
58. In the kerygma, the active figure is the Lord Jesus, who
manifests himself in the testimony of the one who proclaims
him;

• The life of the witness who has experienced salvation
therefore becomes that which touches and moves the
hearer.
• The New Testament presents different formulations of the

kerygma… enunciated with various accents in various
cultures and for different persons.
• … the Church must be able to embody the kerygma
according to the needs of her contemporaries…

“Jesus Christ loves you;

he gave his life to save
you; and now he is
living at your side
every day to enlighten,
strengthen and free
you.”

DELVING DEEPER– KERYGMATIC CATECHESIS

• 60. The kerygma has a clear social- even cosmological- context.
• … the efficacy of catechesis is visible not only through the direct
proclamation of the Lord’s Paschal Mystery,
• But also through its revelation of a new vision of life, of humanity, of justice,

of social existence, of the whole cosmos
• which emerges from the faith
• And which makes its signs concretely present.

DELVING DEEPER– THE CATECHUMENATE AS A SOURCE OF INSPIRATION
FOR CATECHESIS
• 61. The catechumenate… has an explicit missionary
intention
• And is structured as an organic and cumulative

62. In reference to the participants, one can speak of
three catechumenal initiatives:
1. A catechumenate in the strict sense for the
unbaptized…

whole for initiation into Christian faith and life.
• Precisely because of its missionary character, the
catechumenate can also inspire the catechesis
directed toward those who, although they have

already received the gift of baptismal grace, do
not actually taste its richness…

2. A catechumenate in the analogous sense for
the baptized who have note completed the
sacraments of Christian initiation;
3. A catechesis of catechumenal inspiration for
those who have received the sacraments of
initiation but are not yet sufficiently
evangelized or catechized, or for those who
desire to resume the journey of faith.

63. Three phases or periods of the
catechumenate, and the rites of
passage between periods:
Aim: to lead the Catechumen to the full
encounter with the mystery of Christ in the
life of the community.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
WHAT DOES “INSPIRED BY
THE CATECHUMENATE”
MEAN?

DELVING DEEPER– WHAT DOES “INSPIRED BY THE CATECHUMENATE”
MEAN? (64)
The Paschal
character

The catechumenate has
an inherent missionary

character… ELEMENTS:

The progressive
character of the
formative
experience

The initiatory
character

The character
of ongoing
conversion and
witness

The liturgical,
ritual and
symbolic
character
The community
character

CATECHESIS OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
• 69. … the sacramental mission cannot be separated from the process of evangelization.
• 70. The sacraments of Christian initiation constitute a unity because they establish the

foundations of a Christian life…
• It is therefore appropriate to evaluate and consider the theological order of the
sacraments– Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist– in order to see which practice better

enables the faithful to put the sacrament of the Eucharist at the centre, as the goal of the
whole process of initiation.

7 1 . T h e cate c h e s i s o f C h r i st i a n i n i t i at i o n i s a b a s i c ,
e s s e nt i a l , o rga n i c , syste m at i c a n d i nte g ra l
fo r m at i o n i n t h e fa i t h .

GOALS OF CATECHESIS (75-78)
“… the definitive aim of catechesis is
• to put people not only in touch
• but in communion,
• in intimacy with Jesus Christ:
• only he can lead us to the love of the Father in the Spirit and make us share

in the life of the Holy Trinity.” (75)

TASKS OF CATECHESIS (79-89)
• Leading to Knowledge of the Faith (79-80)
• Initiating into the Celebration of the Mystery (81-82)
• Forming for Life in Christ (83-85)

• Teaching Prayer (86-87)
• Introduction to Community Life (88)
• Developing the sense of belonging to the Church; teaching the sense of ecclesial communion;,

promoting the acceptance of the Magisterium, communion with pastors, fraternal dialogue;
forming believers in the sense of ecclesial co-responsibility, contributing as active participants to
building up of the community and as missionary disciples to its growth. (89)

S O U RC ES O F C AT EC H ES I S

• The Word of God in Sacred Scripture and in

Sacred Tradition (91-92)
• The Magisterium (93-94)
• The Liturgy (95-98)
• The Testimony of the Saints and Martyrs (99-100)
• Theology (101)
• Christian Culture (102-105)
• Beauty (106-109)

• SECTIONS AND MAJOR TOPICS
• 1. The Identity and Vocation of the Catechist
• 2. The Bishop as First Catechist

CHAPTER III:
THE CATECHIST

• 3. The Priest in Catechesis

• 4. The Deacon in Catechesis
• 5. Consecrated Persons in the Service of Catechesis
• 6. Lay Catechists

DELVING DEEPER- THE IDENTITY AND
VOCATION OF THE CATECHIST (110-113)
• 111. The whole Christian community is responsible for the ministry of catechesis, but each

one according to his particular condition in the Church: ordained ministers, consecrated
persons, lay faithful.
• 113. Who is the catechist?
• The catechist is a Christian who receives a particular calling from God that, when accepted in faith,
empowers him for the service of the transmission of faith and for the task of initiating others into
the Christian life…
• … The true protagonist of all catechesis is … the Holy Spirit…

• 113. The catechist is:
• A witness of faith and keeper of the memory of God
• A teacher and a mystagogue
• An accompanier and educator

DELVING DEEPER– THE BISHOP AS FIRST CATECHIST (114)
• The Bishop is the first preacher of the Gospel by his words and by the witness of his life…
• The bishop’s concern for catechetical activity prompts him to:
• Concern himself with catechesis by engaging directly in the transmission of the Gospel and keeping the
deposit of faith intact;
• Ensure the inculturation of the faith in the territory by giving priority to effective catechesis;
• Develop a comprehensive plan of catechesis that is at the service of the needs of the people of God and
in harmony with the pastoral needs of the diocese and of the episcopal conference;

DELVING DEEPER–
THE BISHOP AS FIRST
CATECHIST (114)

• Elicit and maintain “a real passion for catechesis, a
passion embodied in a pertinent and effective
organization, putting into operation the necessary
personnel, means and equipment, and also the
financial resources”;
• See to it that “catechists are properly trained for
their function so that they are thoroughly
acquainted with the doctrine of the Church and
have both a theoretical and a practical knowledge
of the laws of psychology and of pedagogical
methods”;
• Pay close attention to the quality of the texts and
tools for catechesis.

DELVING DEEPER– THE PRIEST IN CATECHESIS (115-116)
• Dedicating themselves with competent and generous
commitment to the catechesis of the faithful
entrusted to their pastoral care, taking advantage of
every opportunity that is offered by parish life and by
the sociocultural environment to proclaim the Gospel;

• Taking care of the link between catechesis, liturgy and
charity…;

The tasks of catechesis proper to the pastor, and to priests in general,
are:
• Eliciting the sense of responsibility for catechesis within the
community and discerning specific vocations in this regard,
showing gratitude for and promoting the service offered by
catechists;
• Seeing to the establishment of catechesis, integrated into the
pastoral plan of the community, relying on the assistance of
catechists;
• Ensuring a secure link between catechists in their own
community and the diocesan pastoral program…;
• As the catechist of catechists, taking care of their formation,
dedicating the utmost concern to this task and accompanying
them in the maturation of their faith; valuing, moreover, the
group of catechists as a locus of communion and coresponsibility necessary for authentic formation.

DELVING DEEPER– THE DEACON IN CATECHESIS (117-118)
• 117. Deacons are to “assist the Christian faithful to grow in knowledge of their faith in Christ, to strengthen it
by reception of the sacraments and to express it in their family, professional and social lives,” (and)
• “are called to give much attention to catechesis of the faithful of all stages of Christian living.”
• Deacons are to be involved in diocesan and parochial catechetical programs, above all related to the first
proclamation of the Gospel.

118. The role of deacons in catechesis is particularly
valuable in certain areas, specifically the life of
charity and of the family.

DELVING DEEPER– CONSECRATED PERSONS IN THE SERVICE OF
CATECHESIS (119-120)

• 119. Catechesis represents a privileged setting
for the apostolate of consecrated persons.

DELVING DEEPER– LAY CATECHISTS (121-129)
• Lay Catechists (121-123)
• 122. … In addition to the common vocation to the
apostolate, some faithful feel called by God to take
on the role of catechists in the Christian
community, at the service of a more organic and
structured catechesis.
• This personal call of Jesus and the relationship
with him are the true engines of the
catechist’s activity…
• The Church fosters and discerns this divine
vocation and confers the mission of
catechizing.

DELVING DEEPER– LAY CATECHISTS (121-129)
123. … there should be in a diocese a certain number of religious
and laity publicly recognized and permanently dedicated to
catechesis who, in communion with priests and the Bishop, give
to this diocesan service that ecclesial form which is proper to it.
•

Parents, active participants in Catechesis (124)
•

Godfathers and godmothers, co-workers with the
parents (125)

•

The Service of Grandparents for the Transmission of the Faith
(126)

•

The Great Contribution of Women to Catechesis (127-129)

• SECTIONS AND MAJOR TOPICS
• 1. The Nature and Goal of the Formation of

Catechists
• 2. The Christian Community as Privileged Place of

CHAPTER IV:
THE FORMATION
OF CATECHISTS

Formation

• 3. Criteria for Formation
• 4. Dimensions of Formation
• 5. The Catechetical Formation of Candidates for Holy

Orders
• 6. Centres for Formation

DELVNG DEEPER- THE NATURE AND GOAL OF THE FORMATION OF
CATECHISTS (130-132)
• 131. Formation is an ongoing process that, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and in the living womb of
the Christian community, helps the baptized person to take shape, which means unveiling one’s deepest
identity
• The work of formation acts as a transformation of the person…
• Cannot be reduced simply to instruction, to moral exhortation, or to an updating of pastoral
techniques.

132. Goal of Catechist Formation:

Making catechists aware
that as baptized persons
they are true missionary
disciples,

Meaning active
participants in
evangelization,

And on this basis are
enabled by the Church to
communicate the Gospel
and to accompany and
educate believers in the
faith.

• The formation of catechists helps to develop the skills needed to communicate the faith and to
accompany the brothers and sisters in their growth.

DELVING DEEPER - THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AS
PRIVILEGED PLACE OF FORMATION (133-134)
• 133. The Christian community is the origin, locus and goal of catechesis.

WHY IS THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY SO IMPORTANT?
• 134. in it the journey of faith and pastoral experience are shared together with the
priests;
• the identity of the catechist matures and the endeavour of evangelization becomes

ever better known.
5 MOMENTS IN THE PROCESS OF CATECHIST FORMATION:
1. Listening to the needs of persons,
2. Pastoral discernment,
3. Concrete preparation,
4. Implementation and
5. Evaluation of the pathways of faith

DELVING DEEPER—CRITERIA FOR FORMATION (135)
• Spirituality of Mission and Evangelization
• Catechesis as Integral Formation

• Style of Accompaniment
• Consistency Among Formative Styles between the formation of catechists and the pedagogy proper to the catechetical
process
• An Attitude of Docility and of Self-formation
• Willingness to be touched by grace, by life, by persons… in order to learn how to learn
• Always in formation and open to new things of the Spirit…
• The Dynamic of the Laboratory in the Context of the Group
• Faith is Learned by doing

DELVING DEEPER– DIMENSIONS OF FORMATION (136-150)
• (139-142) Being and “Knowing how to be With”: Human and Christian Maturity and
Missionary Awareness

• (143-147) Knowledge: Biblical-Theological Formation and the Understanding of Human
Beings and the Social Context

• (148-150) Savoir-faire: Pedagogical and Methodological Formation

DELVING DEEPER– THE CATECHETICAL FORMATION OF CANDIDATES FOR
HOLY ORDERS (151-153)
• It is … necessary in seminaries and houses of formation:
• To permeate the candidates, through spiritual formation, with a missionary spirit that drives them explicitly to
proclaim the Gospel to those who do not know it and not to neglect the education of every baptized person in
the faith;
• To guarantee experiences of the first proclamation and exercises in the various forms of catechesis;
• To introduce them to a detailed and profound understanding of the Catechism of the Catholic Church;
• To explore the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults as a valuable tool for catechesis and mystagogy;

• To present the guidelines of the respective particular Church relative to catechesis;
• To guarantee a place in the curriculum for the study of catechetics, of the Magisterium on catechetical matters,
of pedagogy and of other human sciences.

DELVING DEEPER– CENTRES FOR FORMATION (154-156)
• Centres for the Basic Formation of Catechists
• Centres of Specialization for Officials and Leaders of Catechesis
• Higher Institutes for Experts in Catechesis
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