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Part III – Divided Into Four Chapters
• Chapter IX: The Christian Community as Participant in Catechesis
• Chapter X: Catechesis in the Face of Contemporary Cultural Scenarios

• Chapter XI: Catechesis at the Service of the Inculturation of the Faith
• Chapter XII: The Organisms at the Service of the Catechesis

S n e a k Pe e k :
W h at I s N e w I n T h i s S e c t i o n ?
Chapter IX
• The Eastern Churches
Chapter X

• Catechesis and the digital culture
• Catechesis and some questions on bioethics
• Catechesis and environmental engagement

1. The Church and the ministry of God’s Word
2. The Eastern Churches

CHAPTER IX:
THE CHRISTIAN
COMMUNITY AS
PARTICIPANT IN
CATECHESIS

3. The particular churches
4. Parishes
5. Associations, movements, and groups of the faithful
6. Catholic schools
7. The teaching of the Catholic religion in schools

THE CHURCH AND THE MINISTRY OF
GOD’S WORD
283-289

THE ART OF LISTENING
ONLY THOSE WHO LISTEN CAN PROCLAIM
DYNAMIC
GROWS AND SPREADS ON ITS OWN

MYSTERIOUS FREEDOM

THE CHURCH AND THE MINISTRY OF
GOD’S WORD
283-289

• “Just as for evangelization, so too catechesis is an action
for which the whole Church feels responsible.” (287)
• The responsibility concerns everyone. […] All people of
the Church are called to be active agents responsible for
evangelization, no matter what their role. (288)

• One concrete for of evangelization is synodal practice
(289)

THE EASTERN CHURCHES
290-291

• Catechesis and the liturgy
• Petrology, hagiography, iconography

THE PARTICULAR CHURCHES
294-297

• “By living in a specific place, the particular Churches evangelize by
rooting themselves in the history, the culture, the traditions, the
languages, and the problems of the people.” (295)
• Some particular and local churches have already begun a process of
review and renewal in pastoral care, as there is a “pressing need to frame

everything in terms of evangelization.” (297)

THE PARISH
298-303

• Affirms the parish as a Eucharistic
community, united by the bonds of charity
• A network of services, ministries and
charisms
• Brings together many human differences
and merges them together into the
universality of the Church
• Without preferences of persons

• Not an outdate institution
• Possesses great flexibility

THE PARISH
298-303

• Points to a caution that the parish cannot neglect our
present-day difficulties
• “A process of missionary conversion must be begun that is

not limited to maintain the status quo of guaranteeing the
administration of the sacraments, but presses forwards in
the direction of evangelization.” (300)
• Called to renew their relational dynamics and make their
structures open and less bureaucratic
• Called to enter into self-renewal and constant adaptivity

THE PARISH
298-303

• “In some Churches new forms of organization within the
diocese are arising that are called pastoral units, which
provided for the expansion of ministerial participation … they
have the aim of implementing evangelization with an organic

and comprehensive pastoral approach, in an innovative and
creative way.” (301)
• The need for a renewed impulse of evangelization justifies the

decision to rethink in a missionary vein all pastoral activity of
the Christian community, even the most ordinary and
traditional ones. (303)

THE PARISH
298-303

Three aspects to consider:
1) Community of missionary disciples
2) Missionary mentality
3) Formative offerings inspired by the

Catechumenate

Question:
Has your diocese or parish (or ministry setting)
started a process to renew the pastoral activity in a
missionary vein? If so, what have you focused on?

ASSOCIATIONS, MOVEMENTS, AND
GROUPS OF THE FAITHFUL
304-308
• “These are a reality in the Church that show a great capacity for
evangelization, reaching into environments that are often distant
from the traditional structures.” (304)
Strengths:

• Rediscovery of the community dimension
• Reinforcement of aspects of Christian life like listening to the
Word

• The practice of piety, charity
• Promotion of the laity in the mission of the Church and society

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS & TEACHING OF
THE CATHOLIC RELIGION
309-312; 313-318

• Its function is to create for the school community a special
atmosphere animated by the Gospel spirit
• An important advance in the way Catholic school is thought of
is the transition from the school as an institution to the school
as a community
• A community of faith
• A place of real and specific pastoral ministry

• Its relation to catechesis is one of distinction in
complementarity

© Michelle Dabrowski, 2020. All rights reserved. Used with
permission.

CHAPTER X
Catechesis in the Face of the
Contemporary Cultural
Scenarios
319

• Catechesis has an intrinsic cultural
and social dimension
• Reading the sign of the times

CATECHESIS IN SITUATIONS OF
PLURALISM AND COMPLEXITY
320
• Progress in understanding and cultural

tendencies
• Globalization of models of life and influences
of economic political systems

• Ethnic and religious identity, old and new
social questions, generating varied and
fluctuating concrete situations

CATECHESIS IN SITUATIONS OF
PLURALISM AND COMPLEXITY
321
• It is important that the Chruch, which wants to
give the beauty of the faith to all and to each

person, be aware of the complexities of our
world and develop a deeper understanding and
wiser view or reality.
• Such a condition makes it even more necessary
to adopt the synodal perspective as a
methodology consistent with the journey
that the community is called to make.

C AT EC H ES I S I N S I T UAT I O N S O F
P LU R A L I S M A N D CO M P L E X I T Y
323-325
• Service to humanity in the concrete is the
ultimate reason why the Church looks at human
cultures and, in an attitude of listening and
dialogue, examines everything while holding on
to what is good.
• The Chruch aims at formulating an understanding

of the kerygma best adapted to the various
mentalities, so that the process of catechesis may
be truly inculturated in the many situations and

the Gospel may illuminate the lives of all.

C AT E C H E S I S I N S I T U AT I O N S O F
PLURALISM AND COMPLEXITY
The Urban Context

• “The reality of the city… influences the

human being’s understanding of himself, of
the relationships that he lives, of the very
meaning of life.”

DC 326

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES OF
PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL IN LARGE
CITIES AND METROPOLITAN
ENVIRONMENTS?

C AT E C H E S I S I N S I T U AT I O N S O F
PLURALISM AND COMPLEXITY
The Urban Context
The Church is called to set out with humility and
boldness on the trail of God’s presence and to “look

at our cities with a contemplative gaze, a gaze of
faith which sees God dwelling in their homes, in
their streets and squares.” becoming, before the

ambivalences and contradictions of social existence,
“that prophetic presences which is able to make
itself heard on the questions of the values and

principles of the kingdom of God.” DC 326

CATECHETICAL
INITIATIVE
Kerygmatic proclamation that is
transparent, humanizing, and full
of hope in comparison with the
segregation, inhumanity, and

violence that often emerge in the
large urban context.

DC 327

CATECHESIS IN SITUATIONS OF PLURALISM AND COMPLEXITY
The Urban Context

Opportunity for presenting in a
creative manner a catechesis

inspired by the catechumenate,
capable of offering community
context of faith, which by,

overcoming anonymity, the value of
each person is recognized. DC 328

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES OF
PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL IN THE
RURAL AREAS OF OUR COUNTRY?

C AT E C H E S I S I N S I T U AT I O N S O F
PLURALISM AND COMPLEXITY
The Rural Context

• The land is the space in which it is possible to

have an experience of God, the place where
he manifests himself.
• In the land the Creator allows his closeness,
providence and care for all living beings, in
particular for the human family, to shine
through. DC 330

CATECHESIS IN SITUATIONS OF PLURALISM AND COMPLEXITY
The Rural Context

This is the message of faith that catechesis helps one to discover, showing its

fulfillment in the cyclical nature of the liturgical year and in the natural element
adopted in the liturgy. DC 330

C AT EC H ES I S I N S I T UAT I O N S O F
P LU R A L I S M A N D CO M P L E X I T Y
The Rural Context

Simplicity and sobriety of lifestyle,
welcoming and solidarity in social
relations, the meaning of work and of

celebration, the safeguarding of
creation…

CATECHESIS IN SITUATIONS OF PLURALISM AND COMPLEXITY
Traditional Local Cultures

331-335

Need to pay attention to local specificity
and to cultural diversity.

C AT EC H ES I S I N S I T UAT I O N S O F
P LU R A L I S M A N D CO M P L E X I T Y
Traditional Local Cultures

“Christianity does not have simply one

cultural expression … In the diversity of
peoples who experience the gift of God,
each in accordance with its own culture,

the Church expresses her genuine
catholicity and shows forth the ‘beauty of
her varied face’”
Saint John Paull II
Nove Millennio Inuente, 2001

CATECHESIS IN SITUATIONS OF PLURALISM AND COMPLEXITY
Traditional Local Cultures

• Not to go in your own name and alone
• Show immediately that you are
motivated only by the faith
• Express closeness above all with the
infirm, the poorest and the children

• Strive to get to know the indigenous
language, ceremonies, customs,
always showing great respect. DC 335

C AT EC H ES I S I N S I T UAT I O N S O F
P LU R A L I S M A N D CO M P L E X I T Y
Popular Piety 336-342

• Supervision and purification of popular
piety
• Enhance the evangelizing power of the
expressions of popular piety

• Shrines and pilgrimages

C AT EC H ES I S I N S I T UAT I O N S O F
P LU R A L I S M A N D CO M P L E X I T Y
Popular Piety

• Supervision and purification of popular
piety
• Enhance the evangelizing power of the
expressions of popular piety

• Shrines and pilgrimages

CATECHESIS IN SOCIO-CULTURAL CONTEXT
Catechesis and the Scientific Mentality

The continual progress of the science marks contemporary culture
How can scientific knowledge be reconciled with the reality of faith

C AT EC H ES I S I N S O C I O - C U LT U R A L
CO N T E X T
Catechesis and the Scientific
Mentality

• “Evangelization is attentive to scientific
advances and wishes to shed on them
the life of faith and the natural law.”
EG 242
• “When certain categories of reason
and the sciences are taken up into the
proclamation of the message, these
categories then become tools of
evangelization.” EG 132

C AT EC H ES I S I N S O C I O - C U LT U R A L
CO N T E X T
Catechesis and the Scientific
Mentality

Technology
- Its potentiality must be turned toward the
improvement of living conditions and the
progress of the human family.
- Its purpose is to serve the person.
The Church accepts the anthropological
challenges that stem from the progress of the
sciences and makes them the subject of

profound discernment. DC 356

C AT EC H ES I S I N S O C I O - C U LT U R A L
CO N T E X T
Catechesis and the Scientific
Mentality

Catechist Task

- Take into account the influence that the
scientific mentality exercises over people.
- Elicit questions and introduce themes such as
the complexity of the universe, creation as a
sign of the Creator, the origin and end of
human life. DC 357

C AT EC H ES I S I N S O C I O - C U LT U R A L
CO N T E X T
Catechesis and the Scientific
Mentality

Deacon Pedro Guevara-Mann and Sr. Damien Marie Savino, FSE

CATECHESIS IN SOCIO-CULTURAL CONTEXT
Catechesis and the Digital Culture

C AT EC H ES I S I N S O C I O - C U LT U R A L
CO N T E X T
Catechesis and Digital Culture

“…highly digitalized culture that has had a

profound impact on ideas of time and space, on
our self-understanding, our understanding of
others and the world, and our ability to

communicate, learn, be informed and enter into
relationship with others.” ChV 86

C AT EC H ES I S I N S O C I O - C U LT U R A L
CO N T E X T
Catechesis and the Digital
Culture 360
DIGITAL ENHANCEMEMT

• Opportunity for dialogue
• Encounter and exchange between persons
• Access to information and knowledge
• Extension and enrichment of human cognitive
capacities
https://aleteia.org/2019/11/16/medical-council-gives-okto-miracle-attributed-to-carlo-acutis/

CATECHESIS IN SOCIO-CULTURAL CONTEXT
Catechesis and the Digital Culture

“The digital environment is also one of loneliness, manipulation, exploitation
and violence, even to the extreme case of the ‘dark web.’” ChV 88

ANTHROPOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATION
Digital Natives

Digital Immigrants

ANTHROPOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATION 362-364
Digital Natives

Ambiguities and Dangers

• Born and raised with digital
technologies in a multi-screen society

• Narration cannot be the only tool of
communication

• Technology is a natural environment

• Subjectivism and relativism that
threaten the truth and the moral
norm
• Perception of the universe as a flow of
data
• Understand life and living organism as
little more than biochemical
algorithms.

• Privilege image over listening

• Reduced critical development
• Multi-tasker and interactive
• More intuitive then analytic

• Story telling vs argumentation

• Fideistic attitude (relationship to the
device and its responses)

D I GITAL CULTURE AND
ED UCATIONAL
Q UESTIONS
Technological development in the field

of the digital media offers the
possibility of immediate access to all
kinds of content divorced from any

sort of hierarchy of importance,
creating a culture that is often marked
by immediacy, by weakness of

memory, and brining about a lack of
perspective and of a grasp of the
whole. DC 368

WHAT IS AT STAKE?
A FORM OF DIGITAL ILLITERACY

SOCIAL MEDIA – PRINCIPLE
A G E N T S O F S O C I A L I Z AT I O N
Many personal forms of interaction
have become virtual, entirely replacing
the need, specially in the younger
generation, for traditional forms of
relationships, blocking them “from
direct contact with the pain, the fears
and the joys of others and the
complexities of their personal
experiences.” Laudato Si’, 47

PRO CLAMATIO N AND
CATECHESIS IN THE DIGITAL ERA
The Church is called to reflect on the unique
approach to the search for faith among digital
young people, and as a result to bring its own
approach to proclaiming the Gospel up to date
with the language of the new generations,
inviting them to create a new sense of
community belonging that includes and is not
exhausted by that which they experience
online. DC 370

PRO CLAMATIO N AND
CATECHESIS IN THE DIGITAL ERA
Catechists are called to become “representative
of interests so as to design pathways to faith
that are ever less standardized and ever more
attentive to the uniqueness of each person.
DC 370

PRO CLAMATIO N AND
CATECHESIS IN THE DIGITAL ERA
HOW DO WE BECOME AN EVANGELIZING
PRESENCE ON THE DIGITAL CONTINENT?
DC 370
The task of the adult generation that want to
transmit the faith is that of fostering experiences.

Only a catechist that proceeds from religious
information to accompaniment and to the
experience of God will be capable of offering
meaning.

PRO CLAMATIO N AND
CATECH ESIS IN TH E D IG ITA L ER A
Catechesis in the digital age will be
personalized, but never an individual process:
the transmission must be made from the
individualistic and isolated world of social
media to the ecclesial community, the place
where the experience of God creates
communion and the sharing of life. DC 370

PRO CLA M ATIO N A ND
CATECH ESIS IN TH E D IG ITA L ER A

THE POWER OF THE LITURGY
Made up of a plurality of communicative codes
that take advantage of the interaction of the
senses, in addition to verbal communication.
Recover a humanity renewed in the
relationship with Christ. DC 372

1. Catechesis in situations of pluralism and complexity
•
CHAPTER X:
CATECHESIS IN THE
FACE OF
CONTEMPORARY
CULTURAL
SCENARIOS

Urban, rural, traditional contexts

2. Catechesis in socio-cultural contexts
•

Digital culture

•

Questions on bioethics

3. Catechesis in the context of ecumenism and religious

pluralism
•

Ecumenism, Judaism, other religious, new religious
movements

CATECHESIS IN THE CONTEXT OF
ECUMENISM AND RELIGIOUS PLURALISM
343-353

Catechesis in the ecumenical context
Catechesis in relation to Judaism
Catechesis in the context of other religions
Catechesis in the context of new religious movements

• 343. “The phenomenon of human mobility, for reasons both of study and work and of escape from
situations of violence or war, has made possible the encounter of different peoples in new
territories…”
• 344. “The Church, by her nature a dialogical reality in that she is an image of the Trinity and is
enlivened by the Holy Spirit, is committed to an irreversible way to the promotion of the unity of all
the disciples of Christ.”
• 344. “On the one hand, the proclamation of the Gospel and catechesis are at the service of dialogue
and ecumenical formation; on the other, the commitment to Christian unity is itself a credible way and
instrument of evangelization in the world. “

New Stories to Tell: Living Ecumenism Today
https://churchesindialogue.ca/wpcontent/uploads/2019/01/Chapter-12-EN.pdf
© 2020 The Anglican Church of Canada and the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops

SOME QUESTIONS ON BIOETHICS
(373-378)

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGAGEMENT
(381-384)

CHAPTER XI:
CATECHESIS AT THE
SERVICE OF THE
INCULTURATION OF
THE FAITH

395. “It is … a profound, comprehensive and
progressive journey. This is a matter of a slow
penetration of the Gospel into the depths of
persons and people.”
396. “Inculturation, is at its heart, aimed at the
process of internalization of the experience of
faith.”

CHAPTER XII
The Organisms at the
Service of Catechesis

• The Holy See – Pontifical Council for the
Promotion of the New Evangelization
• The Synod of Bishops
• The Episcopal Conferences – National
Catechetical Office

DIOCESE
A G E N T O F E VA N G E L I Z AT I O N

• She is first and foremost a people advancing on

its pilgrim way toward God … transcending any
institutional expression. EG 111
• Diocesan curia helps to discern and organize the

pastoral priorities, to share the objectives, to
develop practical strategies, avoiding the
fragmentation od the initiatives.

• Diocesan Catechetical Office is required

CO O R D I N AT I O N O F
C AT EC H ES I S
• Catechesis is to be
coordinated with other
dimensions of pastoral care

(family, young people,
vocation, schools and
universities) so to fulfill the
need for an ‘organic approach’
DC 420–421

THE DIOCESAN PROJECT OF
CATECHESIS
DC 422-423

• It is necessary that the diocese carry out
pastoral action that is organic , in such a way
that the different charisms, ministries, services
and structures and organizations be connected
to the same project of evangelization. DC 422
• All catechesis must have the same goal while
recognizing the diversity of audiences.

• Primacy of adult catechesis is to be
highlighted as an organizing principle.

• Organizing catechesis according to

stages of development in faith
(first step in search for God/need
for accompaniment) or existential
situations (engaged/married
couples, graduate students, young
parents, professionals, vulnerable,
etc.)
• The various catechetical programs
must not be organized separately,
but in their reciprocal
complementarity.

•

Evaluate the needs of catechists

D I O C ES E
Formation of Catechists

•

Formation of catechists should respond to the
“dimensions of being, being with, of knowledge,
of savoir faire”

•

Basic and ongoing formation and specialized for
leaders on the basis of choices and needs.
•

Coordination with other diocesan offices (e.g.
family life, pastoral care…) is recommended
•

Cultivate relationships of trust, support and
collaboration with the parish communities and
priests

425
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