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1 Peter 3:15

… but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence

to anyone who demands from you an account of the hope that is in you.
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EVANGELIZATION: STAGES AND MOMENTS (DC 33-35)

MISSIONARY ACTIVITY WITNESS FIRST 
PROCLAMATION-- is the first stage of evangelization. 
aim to stimulate interest and create dispositions for the 
reception of faith. 

INITIATORY CATECHESIS (corresponding to the 
periods of Catechumenate and Purification and 
Enlightenment), through: 

• CATECHESIS, 

• LITURGICAL CEREMONIES, 

• WORKS OF CHARITY, 

• AND EXPERIENCE OF COMMUNITY. 

PASTORAL ACTION nourishes the faith of the baptized 
and helps them in the Christian life’s ongoing process of 
conversion.



CATECHESIS: ECHOES OF HOPE

• “the primacy of the kerygma, to the point of leading 
us to propose a kergymatic catechesis, does not 
distract at all from the value of mystagogy or from 
the witness of charity…. Proclaiming the Gospel is 
witnessing to an encounter that keeps the focus on 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, incarnate in the 
history of humanity, in order to bring to fulfillment 
the revelation of the Father’s saving love” 
(Preface). 



CATECHESIS: ECHOES OF HOPE

Kerygmatic catechesis is, the proclamation and lived 
witness to the kerygma in all catechetical activities, is 
nothing less than the loving, joyful sharing of the 
Good News of the incarnation, life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ as an invitation to live a 
transformed life of Christian faith within the 
community of the Church. 



FINDING HOPE ON 
THE WAY:

THE EMMAUS JOURNEY
LUKE 24:13-35

https://www.printeryhouse.org/ProdPage.asp?prod=CA6785


Now on that same day two of them 
were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each 
other about all these things that had 
happened.

While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus came near and 
went with them, but their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him. And he 
said to them, “What are you 
discussing with each other while 
you walk along?”

They stood still, looking sad.

https://www.printeryhouse.org/ProdPage.asp?prod=CA6785


Then one of them, whose name was 
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does 
not know the things that have taken 
place there in these days?”

He asked them, “What things?”

https://www.printeryhouse.org/ProdPage.asp?prod=CA6785


They replied, 

“The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
a prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, and how our chief 
priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. But we 
had hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel.

Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third 
day since these things took place. Moreover, 
some women of our group astounded us. 
They were at the tomb early this morning, and 
when they did not find his body there, they 
came back and told us that they had indeed 
seen a vision of angels who said that he was 
alive. Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said; but they did not see him.”

https://www.printeryhouse.org/ProdPage.asp?prod=CA6785


Then he said to them, 
“Oh, how foolish you are, and how 
slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! Was it not 
necessary that the messiah should 
suffer these things and then enter 
into his glory?”

Then beginning with Moses and all 
the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all 
the scriptures.

https://www.printeryhouse.org/ProdPage.asp?prod=CA6785


A CONTEMPLATIVE PAUSE
WHAT IS HAPPENING “ON THE ROAD”?

• When seen with 
contemplative eyes… how 
does Jesus accompany
these two disciples?

• What aspects of Jesus’ 
presence speaks to you of 
hope?

https://www.printeryhouse.org/ProdPage.asp?prod=CA6785


As they came near the village to 
which they were going, he walked 
ahead as if he were going on. But 
they urged him strongly, saying, 
“Stay with us, because it is almost 
evening and the day is now nearly 
over.”

So he went in to stay with 
them. When he was at the table 
with them, he took bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to 
them. Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him; 
and he vanished from their sight.

https://www.printeryhouse.org/ProdPage.asp?prod=CA6785


A CONTEMPLATIVE PAUSE…

• What happened in the 
house?

• How does Jesus accompany 
the two disciples in the 
house?

• What happens once they are 
enlightened?

https://www.printeryhouse.org/ProdPage.asp?prod=CA6785


They said to each other, 

“Were not our hearts burning within 

us while he was talking to us on the road, 

while he was opening the scriptures to 

us?”

That same hour they got up and returned 

to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 

and their companions gathered 

together. They were saying, “The Lord 

has risen indeed, and he has appeared to 

Simon!”

Then they told what had happened on the 

road, and how he had been made known 

to them in the breaking of the bread.

https://www.printeryhouse.org/ProdPage.asp?prod=CA6785


A CONTEMPLATIVE PAUSE…

• How do the two disciples now 
accompany one another?

• When or where have you 
experienced your heart 
burning?



ANOTHER WAY OF CONTEMPLATING THIS ENCOUNTER…
She listens, listens, holding her breath. 
Surely that voice is his—
the one who had looked at her, once, 
across the crowd, as no one ever had looked?
Had seen her? Had spoken as if to her?
Surely those hands were his, 
taking the platter of bread from hers just now?
Hands he’d laid on the dying and made them well? 
Surely that face—?
The man they’d crucified for sedition and blasphemy.
The man whose body disappeared from its tomb.
The man it was rumored now some women had seen 
this morning, alive?
Those who had brought this stranger home 
to their table
don’t recognize yet with whom they sit.
But she in the kitchen, 
absently touching the wine jug she’s to take in,
a young black servant intently listening,
swings round and sees the light around him 
and is sure.

Diego Velazquez, Kitchen Scene with the 

Supper in Emmaus, 1618 

Poem by Denise Levertov 



HOPE, AS DESCRIBED IN THE 
CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Hope

1817 Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness, placing our 

trust in Christ's promises and relying not on our own strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit. "Let us hold fast 

the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful." "The Holy Spirit . . . he poured out upon us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life."

1818 The virtue of hope responds to the aspiration to happiness which God has placed in the heart of every man; it takes up 

the hopes that inspire  men's activities and purifies them so as to order them to the Kingdom of heaven; it keeps man from 

discouragement; it sustains him during times of  abandonment; it opens up his heart in expectation of eternal beatitude. Buoyed 

up by hope, he is preserved from selfishness and led to the happiness that flows from charity.

1819 Christian hope takes up and fulfills the hope of the chosen people which has its origin and model in the hope of Abraham, 

who was blessed abundantly by the promises of God fulfilled in Isaac, and who was purified by the test of the sacrifice.

"Hoping against hope, he believed, and thus became the father of many nations."



HOPE, AS DESCRIBED IN THE 
CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

1820 Christian hope unfolds from the beginning of Jesus' preaching in the proclamation of the beatitudes. 

The beatitudes raise our hope toward heaven as the new Promised Land; they trace the path that leads through the trials that 

await the disciples of Jesus. 

But through the merits of Jesus Christ and of his Passion, God keeps us in the "hope that does not disappoint."

Hope is the "sure and steadfast anchor of the soul . . . that enters . . . where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf."

Hope is also a weapon that protects us in the struggle of salvation: "Let us . . . put on the breastplate of faith and charity, and 

for a helmet the hope of salvation."

It affords us joy even under trial: "Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation." Hope is expressed and nourished in prayer, 

especially in the Our Father, the summary of everything that hope leads us to desire.

1821 We can therefore hope in the glory of heaven promised by God to those who love him and do his will. In every 

circumstance, each one of us should hope, with the grace of God, to persevere "to the end" and to obtain the joy of heaven, 

as God's eternal reward for the good works accomplished with the grace of Christ. In hope, the Church prays for "all men to be 

saved. 

"She longs to be united with Christ, her Bridegroom, in the glory of heaven: Hope, O my soul, hope. You know 

neither the day nor the hour. Watch carefully, for everything passes quickly, even though your impatience makes 

doubtful what is certain, and turns a very short time into a long one. Dream that the more you struggle, the more you 

prove the love that you bear your God, and the more you will rejoice one day with your Beloved, in a happiness and 

rapture that can never end. (Teresa of Avila)



CATECHESIS: ECHOES OF HOPE



CATECHESIS: ECHOES OF HOPE

CAPE SPEAR LIGHTHOUSE

DID YOU KNOW…

… THE PULSE OF EVERY 

LIGHTHOUSE ON A 

GIVEN SHORE IS 

UNIQUE, PULSING AT A 

UNIQUE RATE?

… MARINERS MATCH 

THE INFORMATION ON 

THEIR CHARTS TO THE 

PULSE, AND KNOW 

WHERE THEY ARE?

… THE ECHO OF THE 

FOGHORN GUIDES 

MARINERS, HELPING 

THEM TO LOCATE HOW 

CLOSE THEY ARE TO 

THE SHORE?



CATECHESIS: ECHOES OF HOPE

THE HIGH CROSS AT 

MOONE, COUNTY 

KILDARE, EIRE



CATECHESIS: ECHOES OF HOPE

“Mission of Mercy” by Ed Roche, in the Health Sciences Centre, St. John’s, NL



CATECHESIS: ECHOES OF HOPE



CATECHESIS: ECHOES OF HOPE



CATECHESIS: ECHOES OF HOPE
LET’S LOOK THROUGH THE DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS



CATECHESIS FOR MISSION

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 28, QUOTING EVANGELII 
NUNTIANDI 15]

• … in this mission of hers “she begins by being evangelized herself. She is 
the community of believers, the community of hope lived and 
communicated, the community of brotherly love, and she needs to listen 
unceasingly to what she must believe, to her reasons for hope, to the new 
commandment of love . . . she has a constant need of being evangelized, 
if she wishes to retain her freshness, vigor and strength in order to 
proclaim the Gospel.” (EN 15)



CATECHESIS OF INITIATION

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 72]

• These characteristics of the catechesis of initiation are expressed in an 
exemplary manner in the summaries of faith already elaborated by 
Scripture (like the trio of faith, hope, charity) and then in Tradition (the faith 
believed, celebrated, lived, and prayed). These summaries are a way of 
harmoniously understanding life and history, because they do not 
enunciate theological positions that may be interesting but are always 
partial; rather, they proclaim the very faith of the Church.



THE CATECHETICAL POWER OF BEAUTY

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 107]

In the New Testament, all beauty is concentrated in the person of Jesus 
Christ, revealer of the divine who “reflects the glory of God and bears the 
very stamp of his nature” (Heb 1:3). His Gospel is captivating because it is 
news that is beautiful, good, joyful, full of hope. He, “full of grace and truth” 
(Jn 1:14), taking humanity upon himself, recounted through the parables the 
beauty of God’s activity. In his relationship with men and women he spoke 
beautiful words that with their efficacy heal the depths of the soul: “Your sins 
are forgiven” (Mk 2:5), “Neither do I condemn you” (Jn 8:11), “God so loved 
the world” (Jn 3:16), “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest” (Mt 11:28). He performed beautiful actions: he healed, he 
set free, he accompanied humanity and touched its wounds…



THE CATECHETICAL POWER OF BEAUTY

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 172]

In the power of the Holy Spirit, even human history with the Church as part of it, is a 
history of salvation that continues through time. The Lord Jesus, in fact, reveals that 
history is not without a destination, because it bears within itself the presence of God.

The Church, in her pilgrimage toward the fulfillment of the Kingdom, is an efficacious sign 
of the end toward which the world is directed. The Gospel, a principle of hope for the whole 
world and for the people of every time, offers a vision that includes trust in God’s love.

The Christian message must therefore always be presented in relation to the meaning of 
life, to the truth, and to the dignity of the person. Christ came for our salvation, so that we 
might have life in its fullness. “The truth is that only in the mystery of the incarnate Word 
does the mystery of man take on light” (GS 22). The word of God, mediated by catechesis, 
illuminates human life, conferring its deepest meaning upon it and accompanying human 
beings on the paths of the beautiful, the true, and the good.



THE CATECHIST: SIGN OF HOPE

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 113 ]
By virtue of faith and baptismal anointing, in collaboration with the Magisterium of Christ and as a servant of the action 
of the Holy Spirit, the catechist is:

• a. A witness of faith and keeper of the memory of God; in experiencing the goodness and truth of the Gospel in 
his encounter with the person of Jesus, the catechist keeps, nourishes, and bears witness to the new life that stems 
from this, and becomes a sign for others. The faith contains the memory of God’s history with humanity. Keeping this 
memory, reawakening it in others, and placing it at the service of the proclamation is the specific vocation of the 
catechist. The testimony of his life is necessary for the credibility of the mission. Recognizing his own frailty before 
the mercy of God, the catechist does not cease to be the sign of hope for his brothers;

• b. A teacher and a mystagogue who introduces others to the mystery of God, revealed in the paschal mystery 
of Christ; as an icon of Jesus the teacher, the catechist has the twofold task of transmitting the content of the faith 
and leading others into the mystery of the faith itself. The catechist is called to open others to the truth about human 
beings and their ultimate vocation, communicating the knowledge of Christ and at the same time introducing them to 
the various dimensions of the Christian life, unveiling the mysteries of salvation contained in the deposit of faith and 
renewed in the Church’s liturgy;

• c. An accompanier and educator of those who are entrusted to him by the Church; the catechist is an expert in the 
art of accompaniment, has educational expertise, is able to listen and enter into the dynamics of human growth, 
becomes a traveling companion with patience and a sense of gradualness, in docility to the action of the Spirit and 
through a process of formation helps his brothers to mature in the Christian life and journey toward God. The 
catechist, an expert in humanity, knows the joys and hopes of human beings, their sadness and distress (cf. GS 1) 
and is able to situate them in relation to the Gospel of Jesus.



[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 234]

With concern, respect, and pastoral solicitude the Church wants to 
accompany those children who are marked by a wounded love, who find 
themselves in the most fragile condition, restoring their trust and hope. 
“Following this divine pedagogy, the Church turns with love to those who 
participate in her life in an imperfect manner: she seeks the grace of 
conversion for them; she encourages them to do good, to take loving care of 
each other and to serve the community in which they live and work.” (AL, 
78)



CATECHESIS IN THE WORLD OF YOUNG PEOPLE

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 244]

There is a profound connection between the possibility for a renewed 
presentation of the faith to young people and the Church’s willingness to be 
rejuvenated, which means keeping herself in a process of spiritual, pastoral 
and missionary conversion. “Their great capacity to bring about renewal, to 
urge and demand consistent witness, to keep dreaming and coming up with 
new ideas” can help the ecclesial community to grasp the cultural 
transformations of our time and to cultivate trust and hope.



CATECHESIS IN THE WORLD OF YOUNG PEOPLE

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 250 ]

Rapid cultural and social transformation also affects young people. In some 
parts of the world, the influences of consumer and meritocratic society drive 
many to achieve specialized levels of study in order to reach goals as skilled 
professionals. Because of this, many young people feel the need to relocate 
in order to undertake more particular work and study experiences.

Many others, instead, given the lack of jobs, fall into a sense of insecurity, 
which can easily result in disappointment and boredom, and at times even 
give rise to anguish and depression.

In countries marked by persistent economic underdevelopment and by 
conflict, which cause substantial migratory movements, meanwhile young 
people feel a general lack of hope concerning their future and are forced into 
conditions of life that are often humiliating.



CATECHESIS WITH ADULTS
[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 261]

… Particular tasks of catechesis with adults are, therefore:

– to elicit faith, fostering a new beginning of faith-filled experience and making the most of the 
human and spiritual resources that are never extinguished in the depths of every person, in 
view of a free and personal resumption of the initial motivation in terms of attraction, gusto, 
and determination;

– to purify the faith from partial, misguided, or erroneous religious representations, helping 
the participants, above all, to recognize the limitations of these and to decide to seek out 
more authentic distillations of faith in view of the journey toward the fullness of life to which 
the Gospel calls;

– to nourish faith thanks, in part, to an experience of meaningful ecclesial relationships, 
promoting the formation of mature Christian consciences capable of giving the reason for 
their hope and ready for a serene and intelligent dialogue with contemporary culture;

– to assist the sharing and witness of faith, preparing spaces of sharing and service in the 
Church and in the world as ways of realizing the task of manifesting the kingdom of God. 
Catechesis with adults, in summary, has the task of accompanying them and forming the 
traits typical of the Christian grown to adulthood in the faith, a disciple of the Lord Jesus, 
within a Christian community capable of establishing itself in going forth, meaning that it is 
inserted within social and cultural realities for the sake of bearing witness to the faith and 
bringing about the kingdom of God.



CATECHESIS WITH ELDERLY PERSONS

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 267]

The elderly must be given adequate catechesis, attentive to the unique 
aspects of their condition of faith. “An aged person may have a rich and 
solid faith, in which case catechesis, in a certain sense, brings to fulfillment 
a journey of faith in an attitude of thanksgiving and hopeful expectation.

Others live a faith weakened by poor Christian practice. In this case, 
catechesis becomes a moment of new light and religious experience.

Sometimes people reach old age profoundly wounded in body and soul. In 
these circumstances, catechesis can help them to live their condition in an 
attitude of prayer, forgiveness and inner peace. At any rate, the condition of 
the old calls for a catechesis of hope, which derives from the certainty of 
finally meeting God.”(GDC, 31)



CATECHESIS AND ELDERLY PERSONS

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 268]

Sacred Scripture presents the elderly believer as a symbol of the person rich in 
wisdom and the fear of God, and therefore a repository of an intense experience 
of life, which makes him in a certain way a natural catechist of the community.

Old age is a time of grace, in which the Lord renews his call to keep and transmit 
the faith; to pray, especially in the form of intercession; to be close to those who 
are in need. The elderly, with their witness, transmit to the young the meaning of 
life, the value of tradition and of certain religious and cultural practices; they 
bring dignity to the memory and sacrifices of the past generations; they look with 
hope beyond the difficulties of the present.

By recognizing the value of elderly persons the Church helps them to place 
themselves at the service of the community. In particular, they can take on roles 
as catechists for children, the young, and adults, sharing with simplicity the rich 
heritage of faith that they bear with them…



CATECHESIS WITH MIGRANT PEOPLES

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 274]

Catechesis with migrants during the time of their initial reception has the 
task of sustaining their trust in the closeness and providence of the Father, 
in such a way that the anguish and hopes of those who set out on the 
journey may be illuminated by the faith.



THE ROLE OF THE COMMUNITY

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 285]

With reference to the word of God, the Church carries out in her ministry a 
task of mediation: she proclaims it in every place and time; she safeguards 
it, transmitting it unchanged to the different generations (cf. 2 Tm 1:14); she 
interprets it with the charism proper to the Magisterium; she proclaims it with 
fidelity and trust, so that “the whole world may believe, by believing it may 
hope, and by hoping it may love” (DV 1); she unites new believers to herself, 
who join her through acceptance of the Word and through Baptism (cf. Acts 
2:41).



CATECHESIS 
IN THE FACE OF CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL SCENARIOS

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 319]

Catechesis has an intrinsic cultural and social dimension, in that it is situated 
within a Church that is incorporated into the human community. In her, the 
disciples of the Lord Jesus share “the joys and the hopes, the griefs and the 
anxieties of the men of this age” (GS 1). The task of reading the signs of the 
times is still alive, above all in these times, perceived as an epochal 
watershed and marked by contradictions and at the same time by the 
longing for peace and justice, for encounter and solidarity.



CATECHESIS OF ABUNDANCE

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 327]

In the wake of a pastoral presence that is able to illuminate with the Word of 
the Lord the heart of the city “where new narratives and paradigms are 
being formed,” (EN 74) the catechetical initiative is to be a kerygmatic 
proclamation that is transparent, humanizing, and full of hope in comparison 
with the segregation, inhumanity, and violence that often emerge in the large 
urban contexts. “The proclamation of the Gospel will be a basis for restoring 
the dignity of human life in these contexts, for Jesus desires to pour out an 
abundance of life upon our cities (cf. Jn 10:10).” (EN 75)



CATECHESIS AND POPULAR PIETY
[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 338]

Popular piety celebrates the mysteries of the life of Jesus Christ, above all his 
passion, venerates with tenderness the Mother of God, the martyrs and saints and 
prays for the deceased. It is expressed through the veneration of relics, visits to 
shrines, pilgrimages, processions, the via crucis, religious dances, the rosary, 
medals, and other  exercises of individual, family, and community piety. This, “in the 
secularized environment in which our peoples live, continues to be a grandiose 
confession of the living God who acts in history, and a channel of transmission of 
the faith,”(Aparecida 264) almost constituting a reserve of faith and hope for a 
society that is losing its reference to God.

In this sense popular piety, “a true expression of the spontaneous missionary 
activity of the people of God” in which “the Holy Spirit is the principal agent,”(EG 
122) is “a locus theologicus which demands our attention, especially at a time when 
we are looking to the new evangelization.” (EG 126)



CATECHESIS IN THE SETTING 
OF SHRINES AND PILGRIMAGES

[DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS, 342]

There is a link between the pastoral dimension of shrines and the 
experience of pilgrimage, which as such possesses great value. In fact, “the 
decision to set out for a shrine is already a confession of faith; the journey is 
a true song of hope, and the arrival at the destination is an encounter of 
love.”(Aparecida 259) By rediscovering the biblical root and the 
anthropological significance of the journey and by following in the footsteps 
of many holy pilgrims, the Christian community will be able to propose 
pilgrimage as a fruitful instrument of proclamation and growth in the faith.



Pilgrims on the road
We are once again pilgrims 
on the road to Emmaus…
our heads are bowed as we meet the stranger
who draws near and comes with us.
As evening comes, we strain to make out his face
while he talks to us, to our hearts.
In interpreting the book of life,
he takes our broken hopes 
and kindles them into fire:
the way becomes lighter as,
drawing the embers together, 
we learn to fan the flame.
If we invite him this evening, he will sit down
and together we shall share the meal.
And then all those who no longer believed
will see and the hour of recognition will come.
He will break the bread of tears 
at the table of the poor
and each will receive manna to their fill.
We shall return to Jerusalem to proclaim aloud
what he has whispered in our ear.
And no doubt 
we shall find brothers and sisters there
who will greet us with the words:
'we, too, have met him!'
For we know: the mercy of God
has come to visit the land of the living!“

Brother Roger Schutz of Taizé

On the road and at the meal – Maximino Cerezo

Barredo (a Painter and Spanish Claretian priest

who lives in Peru)


